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A Greeting Message to the Professional Community

Lyudmila Harutyunyan®
Professor, Founder and First Dean
of the Faculty of Sociology, Yerevan State University

Dear colleagues - sociologists, social workers, conflict studies specialists,

It is a privilege to have lived long enough to witness this remarkable milestone - the
20" anniversary of the Faculty of Sociology at Yerevan State University. This
celebration feels like a sea of flowers, an impressive wave of heartfelt wishes and
congratulations, reaffirming the timeless truth of the great Armenian poet Tumanyan’s
principle: “Only deeds are immortal.”

Today, we celebrate the establishment and maturity of the Hearth of Sociological
Education. The Faculty has grown and entered its phase of maturity. On this occasion,
I extend my heartfelt congratulations and gratitude to Yerevan State University and to
all my colleagues who have contributed to this journey.

I am deeply appreciative of the fact that you have preserved and developed the
Faculty of Sociology, which | helped create with great dedication. This achievement
reflects your hard work, vision, and commitment to the advancement of sociology and
social education.

However, dear colleagues, let us remember that we cannot rest on our laurels or pause
at this stage. The demand for sociologists and social specialists in our society continues
to grow, and the challenges we face require relentless effort and determination.

Today’s world presents us with new social and institutional challenges that demand
immediate attention. Our society expects the sociological community to step forward,
mobilize, and take responsibility for addressing these pressing issues.

In particular, there is an urgent need for in-depth analysis of the factors driving the
reproduction of social anomie and for identifying practical steps to overcome it.
Modern societies in general, and the Armenian society in particular, are looking to us for
solutions - guidelines on how to restore the vitality of social institutions, halt institutional
decay, and strengthen social cohesion.

As professionals, we must also respond to the critical task of revitalizing our
national identity. It is essential to predict and understand how our people will respond
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to attempts at devaluing traditional identity and to design actionable solutions to mitigate
the consequences of negative processes.

I encourage you to develop and implement a comprehensive professional program
that addresses these challenges while fostering innovation and resilience within the field.

In conclusion, | wish you, dear colleagues, a safe professional journey, inspired
successes, sharp intellects, and unwavering endurance. Together, let us continue to
make impactful contributions to our field and to society at large.

LONG YEARS OF LIFE, STRONG WILL, AND MANY VICTORIES FOR
OUR HOMELAND!

December 1, 2024
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