Puwtipkp Gphwth hudwjuwpuih. Uhewqquhtt hwpwpkpmpmuttp, Lunupughwnnipmni
2024, Vol. 15, No. 3(45), nkljunbdptp, 5-11
https://doi.org/10.46991/BYSU.D/2024.15.3.005

SOME GENERAL MANIFESTATIONS OF TRANSITION PERIODS
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During the period of operation of the international relations system (IRS), the main actors of
international relations (superpowers) that formed that system, despite the deep contradictions
that exist among themselves, have a common interest in maintaining the current system, be-
cause it provides them with a privileged position in world politics. Guided by this common
interest, the superpowers restrain each other and, with joint efforts, restrain actions of other
actors in international relations that could undermine the existing system.

During the transition period of the IRS, on the one hand, the deterrence mechanism ceases to
function, and on the other hand, the superpowers seek to use or provoke processes that will
strengthen themselves and weaken the positions of their opponents in the struggle for the new
IRS. The expression of the transformation of the interests of the superpowers are the general
manifestations of the transition periods of the IRS 1 - an increase in the number of local and
regional armed conflicts and their intensity; 2 - increase of genocide and other crimes against
humanity; 3 - disregard of international law by actors of international relations and non-state
organizations; 4 - discrediting of universal structures of international cooperation and decline
in effectiveness of activities; 5 - a world war in which the victorious superpowers establish a
new IRS. The listed manifestations, so far with the exception of the world war, are also char-
acteristic of the current transitional period from Yalta-Potsdam to the new IRS.
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Introduction

The period of operation of the international relations system ensures relative interna-
tional peace, security and stability, as well as more favorable conditions for the economic,
technical, scientific and cultural development of states. The first IRS, the Westphalian,
outlined the architecture of modern international relations, but was limited mainly to the
territory of Europe. As a result of the colonial policy of the European states, the Vienna
system can be considered as the first universal IRS. The Vienna system laid the foundation
for diplomatic and humanitarian law, as well as international cooperation structures, which
got a modem look in the Yalta-Potsdam system.

The IRS ceases to function if and when the power balance established between the
superpowers, which is the basis of the system’s sustainability, is violated (Sheehan 2000").
The Yalta-Potsdam bipolar system ceased to function in 1988-1991 as a result of the col-
lapse of the communist camp led by the USSR in one of the poles. After the collapse, the
processes unfolding in international relations and their possible or desirable future devel-
opments have become the subject of analyzes by various specialists (Brzezinski 19972;
Fukuyama 19923; Hantington 1996 Karaganov 2024°; Kissinger 2014°, Mearsheimer
20147; Randall® et al 2011; Sakwa 2024°; Wallerstein 2004'°). Not opposing the ap-
proaches of these analyses, we find that insufficient attention has been paid to the common
interest of the superpowers in the operation period of the IRS, on the one hand, and the
transformation of this interest in the transition period of the IRS, on the other hand. Below
we will study the influence of the superpowers’ interests on the processes unfolding in the
transition periods of the IRS.

The Duration of Transition Periods of the IRS
Experts’ estimates of when the four pre-existing IRS ceased to function vary. Let us
choose the most popular of these ratings. The Westphalian system ceased to function in
1674 as a result of the Great French Revolution, the Vienna one in 1853 with the Crimean
War, the Yalta-Potsdam system in 1991 with the collapse of the USSR. The shortest was
the Versailles-Washington system, which ended either in 1933, when Japan invaded Man-
churia, or in 1935, when Italy invaded Ethiopia (see Table 1).
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Table 1

Duration of operation and transition periods of the IRS

System Established, | Ceased to | Duration of | Duration of the tran-
date function, activity pe- | sition period to the
date riod, year next system, year
Westphalian 1648 1674 26 141
Vienna 1815 1853 38 68-69
Versailles-Washington | 1921-1922 | 1933-1935 | 11-14 10-12
Yalta-Potsdam 1945 1991 46 still 33

Based on the objectives of our research, what is important is not the exact date of the
termination of the activity of the IRS, but the existence of the transition period itself.
Moreover, that period can be quite long. Thus, the transition from the Westphalian sys-
tem to the Vienna system took about 140 years, and from the Vienna system to the Ver-
sailles-Washington system, about 70 years. A simple calculation based on the data in
Table 1 shows that from 1648 to the present, the total duration of the transition periods
of the IRS (252-255 years) exceeds the total duration of the periods of operation of the
IRS (121-124 years) by about 2 times.

A full-fledged and in-depth assessment of the international processes taking place in
recent decades becomes almost impossible or incomplete if we ignore the fact that at
least 33 years have passed since the cessation of the Yalta-Potsdam system. This means
that since at least beginning with 1991, the world has been in a transition period for the
formation of a new IRS. Assessments that a unipolar system was established after the
collapse of the USSR (Fukuyama 1992) were premature.

The Characteristics of the Transition Periods of the IRS

Based on the goals of our analysis, let us give the following working definition of the
IRS. The system of international relations is the universal structures of international co-
operation and the normative framework of international law (international legal system)
created or modified by the main actors of international relations (superpowers) who won
another world war in order to manage international politics.

The common interest of the superpowers in the operation period of the IRS. In the
operation period of the IRS the superpowers that formed that system, despite the deep
contradictions that exist among themselves, have a common interest in maintaining the
existing system that gave them a privileged position. An action by any state against the
international legal system can expand uncontrollably and undermine the existing system,
calling into question the privileged positions of the superpowers that formed the system.
Therefore, the superpowers that formed the system, with joint efforts, using also inter-
national structures and international law, strive to prevent the implementation of similar
actions or their expansion.

In order to preserve the IRS, the superpowers also try to restrain each other’s actions
aimed at violating the fundamental principles of international law and discrediting inter-
national cooperation structures, because such actions can also undermine the existing
system and violate the established power balance.

The interests of the superpowers in the transition periods of the IRS. In the transition
periods of the IRS, the common interest of the superpowers to deter each other and other
entities from acting against the international legal system is no longer present. The primary
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goal of their foreign policy is their decisive role in forming a new IRS. Mutually exclusive
views on the future of the IRS deepen the conflict between the superpowers. Contributing
to the deepening of the conflict is the continuous struggle to replace the hegemonic state
with a new hegemon, as at present China’s challenge to the USA (see Mearsheimer 2010'!;
Modelski 1995'%). The superpowers are trying to strengthen themselves and allies and to
weaken the opponents and theirs allies positions in the struggle for the new IRS. They try
to use international law and international structures, as well as armed conflicts, including
those provoked by them, to serve this purpose.

As a result of the superpowers’ policy of supporting their own allies and weakening
their opponents in the transition periods of the IRS, there is a lack of adequate response
to cases of genocide and other crimes against humanity, which creates an atmosphere of
impunity and creates fertile ground for new crimes. Even in the case of an obvious vio-
lation of the fundamental norm of international law, the making of an adequate decision
in the structures of international cooperation is hindered by individual superpowers. And
in the event of a decision being made, the tools set by international law to compel the
violator to comply with the decision do not work. Actors in international relations, in-
cluding the superpowers that formed the previous system, invoke international law to
blame the adversary, including unjustifiably, but ignore international law in the actions
of their own or allied states. As a result, the universal structures of international cooper-
ation turn into a platform for mostly fruitless discussions and endless mutual recrimina-
tions.

General manifestations characteristic of the transition periods of the IRS. The for-
eign policy resulting from the transformed interests of the superpowers leads to the gen-
eral manifestations typical of the transition periods of the IRS: the increase in the number
of armed conflicts and their severity, the increase in the number of crimes of genocide
and other crimes against humanity, the neglect of international law, the ineffectiveness
and discrediting of the universal structures of international cooperation, and the world
war, as a result of which the victorious superpowers establish a new IRS.

Table 2
Examples of general manifestations of previous and current transition periods of the IRS

General
Manifestation

Previous transition periods of
the IRS

Current transition periods of the
IRS

Armed conflicts

1877-78 Russian-Turkish,
1894-95 Japanese-Chinese,
1897 Turkish-Greek,

1904-05 Russian-Japanese and
1911-12 Turkish-Italian wars.
Spanish Civil War of 1936-39.
Defense of Van in 1896,
Zeytuun Rebellions of 1895-
96 and Sasun Rebellions of
1904.

The armed conflicts of the for-
mer federal Yugoslavia and the
former Soviet Union from 1991,
in the Middle East: Iraq, Libya,
Syria, Gaza from 2011 and Rus-
sia-Ukraine from 2014. Aggres-
sions of Azerbaijan in 1992,
2016, 2020 and 2023 against
self-determined Nagorno
Karabakh Republic.

'l Mearsheimer, John. 2010. “The gathering storm: China's challenge to US power in Asia.” Chinese
Journal of International Relations 3(4): 381-96.
12 Modelski, George. 1995. “The evolution of global politics.” Journal of World-Systems Research 1(7): 424-

467.
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Genocide and other
crimes against hu-
manity

Genocides of Armenians of
1894-96 and of Armenians,
Greeks, Assyrians and Yezidis
beginning with 1915 in the Ot-
toman Empire. Genocide of
Jews in Nazi Germany 1939-
1945.

Rwanda in 1994, Darfur in
2003-05, in Iraq and Syria 2015
Yazidi genocides.

Since 1988, Azerbaijan’s policy
of genocide and ethnic cleansing
against Armenians and the
forced deportation of Nagorno
Karabakh population in 2023.

Ignoring interna-
tional law and inef-
fectiveness of in-
ternational struc-
tures

The inability of the League of
Nations to counter the Japanese
invasions of Manchuria in 1933
and China in 1937, the Italian
invasion of Ethiopia in 1935,
and the Turkish occupation of

Ineffective discussions of Rus-
sia-Ukraine and Israel-Hamas
armed conflicts at the UN. In
2023 Azerbaijan ignores the de-
cision of the International Court
of Justice to end blockade of Na-

Hatay in 1939. gorno Karabakh.
Wars that resulted | 30-year war - Westphalian, Na-
in the establish- poleonic wars - Vienna,
ment of a new IRS | World War I - Versailles-Wash- 9

ington,
World War II - Yalta-Potsdam.

Discussion

Thus, wars, mass crimes against humanity, non-fulfillment of obligations assumed by
international law and inefficiency of the universal structures of international cooperation
are more characteristic of the transition periods of the IRS.

It is obvious that the same negative manifestations have been characteristic of the entire
history of mankind. Therefore, the operation periods of the IRS can be evaluated as the
achievement of the last centuries of humanity, because that period provides relative
peace for states and peoples and more favorable conditions for development.

Moreover, during the period of establishment and operation of the IRS, international
law develops and makes progress, as well as general and specialized structures of inter-
national cooperation are formed and improved to protect international law. As a result,
each subsequent IRS surpasses the previous one from that point of view, and the most
advanced was the Yalta-Potsdam system. Examples of progress in international law are:
the prohibition of the right of force that has existed for thousands of years, the principle
of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, the principle of territorial integrity of
states and the norms establishing fundamental human rights (UN Charter, 1945'3; Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948'4; Convention on the prevention and
punishment of the crime of genocide, 1948'%). An example of the improvement of inter-
national cooperation structures is the United Nations and its specialized structures. The

13 UN Charter. 1945. https://www.un.org/en/about-us/un-charter

14 Universal declaration of human rights. 1948. https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
15 Convention on the prevention and punishment of the crime of genocide. 1948. https://www.un.org/en/gen-
ocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1 Convention%200n%20the% 20Preven-
tion%20and%20Punishment%200f%20the%20Crime%200f%20Genocide.pdf
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United Nations Charter (Chapter VII) established for the first time in history the possi-
bility of imposing peace on an aggressor state by military force, with the consensus of
the five permanent members of the Security Council.

However, if we look at the transition periods of the IRS in their historical sequence, then
the uncivilized manifestations described in this article do not decrease over time, if they
do not increase. In other words, the gap between the goals set by the international legal
system and international cooperation structures, on the one hand, and the actual pro-
cesses contradicting them, on the other hand, is deepening.

To explain this discontinuity, we start with the common interest of the superpowers that
formed the IRS to maintain a privileged position in the world politics. Guided by that
common interest, they, also using international law and international structures, restrain
each other and suppress the actions of other entities that undermine the existing system.
Such a common interest and therefore a deterrent factor is absent in the transition periods
of the IRS. In the transitional periods, the superpowers strive to use international law and
international structures in the struggle for a new IRS, to strengthen their own positions
and those of their allies, and to weaken the positions of their opponents. Therefore, states
and non-state entities, in the absence of unified opposition, and in some cases direction,
of superpowers, get the opportunity to act more freely and with impunity. The foreign
policy of the states in transition periods of the IRS also has other features, which is the
subject of a separate analysis.

TUMULT LN2UNBUL — Upowqquyphl hwpwpkpnipin: Ghkph hunfwlupglph wignidw-
Jhb dulwbwubunmjwsiéph npno paphwanip gpubnpoidblp — Uhewqquiihtt hwpwpk-
poipnibubph hwdwlwupgh (U22) hhdtwlub nipujumwpubpp (gipnbpnipniuttpp),
stuqus Uhdjulig Uhol wnlu junpp hwljwuntpyniiikphty, nuk piphwinip swh’ wuh-
wwik] qnpénn hwdwljupgp, putth np wjt hpkug mpudwnpnid £ wpunnbyw) nhpp hw-
Uwpuwphwiht punupwlubnpntinid: Unwetnpmfkiny wyy phighwbmp pwhny gkp-
wbpmpnibkpp quuynid B Uhdjulg, hul hwdwnbn nudbpny’ dhowqquihtt hwpaph-
puipjniuubph wy) phpwuwunwpibph wjtyhuh gopénnnipniiutpp, npnup Yupnn tu
luwpfuiby gnpény hwdwlwpgp:

U2z-h wugniduyht dwdwbwjuhwngusnd dh §nnuhg punupnid k gnpst) quuyydwt Uk-
huwthqup, b Ujniu Ynnuhg ghipnbpnipiniuibpp dAqunid b oqunuagnpsty Jud hputhply
gnpépupugutp, npnup judpuyunku hpkug b pnyugutt hwjunwlnpyubph nhppkpp
unp UZ2Z-h hwdwp wuypupmu: SEpnbpnipniuutph swhbph thopwipydwt wpnw-
hwjnnipniut bu UZ2Z2 wigmuwjht dudwiwuljuhwindwsutph puinghwinip gpubnpoiduk-
np- 1) inuy b nwpuswppowtught ghtJwé hwjudwpunnipnibibph pwtwlh b pputg
nwunnipjut ws; 2) ginuuywinipjut b dwppnipjut ghd wy) hwhgugnpénipiniuut-
nh wd; 3) dhpwqquyhtt hwpwpbpnipyniuibph nphpujunwpubph b oy whnwlwh juquw-
Ynpnidubtiph Ynnuhg dhpwqquyhtt hpuyniiph wunbunid; 4) Uhpwqquyhtt hwdwgnpéuly-
gnipjut hwdpunhwtnip Jupnygubph hinhtwljuqpynid b gnpéniubtinipjut wpynibw-
Jhunnipjut wilnd; 5) hwdwohwphwjhtt yuntpuqd, nph wpyniupmd hunpws qtip-
nbpmpniuttpp hwunwnmd i unp UZ22: @qupldws npubnpnidubpp, nhinbu pugu-
pmpjudp hudwsuwphughtt wwnkpuquh, phnpng b twb Gkpljughu wigndwgh' Swy-
puw-ynununudjuithg nhugh tnp U2Z2 dudwbujwhuinushi:
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Puiuh punkp - dpowqquypl hwpuwpkpnyenibbbph hwdwlupg, hudwppnuphuyhi
puquipwlminyeni i, ghijws hwlwdwpuniyentbikp, gknuuwwbnient i, dupnlinipe-
Jwl plkd hwbgugnpdnipinibikp, Uhowqquypl ppwjuwlupg, dhowqquypll hunlmgnp-
Swgnijpyuill fuinnijghkn, qkpunkpnieiniGbbph pwhkn

HIABAPII KOYAPSH — Hekomopule ooujue nposagnenus nepexooHvlX nepuooos cucmem
Merncoynapoonsix omnowenui. — B neprnon GyHKINOHUPOBAHUS CHCTEMBI MEKTYHAPOJHBIX OT-
Homenui (CMO) 0CHOBHBIE aKTOPbI MEKAYHAPOJHBIX OTHOLLICHUH (CBEpXeprKaBbl), CHOPMHUPO-
BaBIINME 3Ty CHCTEMY, HECMOTPSI Ha CYLIECTBYIOIIME MEXIy HHUMHU INIyOOKHE MPOTUBOPEUHS,
UMEIOT OOIIMI MHTepeC B COXPAHEHUH JEHCTBYIOLIEH CHCTEMBI, IOCKOJIbKY OHa o0ecreynBaeT
UM IPUBHJIETHPOBAHHOE MOJIOKEHNE B MUPOBOI OJINTHKE. PYKOBOACTBYSICH THM OOLINM HHTE-
pecom, CBepXIepiKaBbl CACPKUBAIOT APYT Apyra U COBMECTHBIMH YCHIIMSMH CICP)KUBAIOT JCH-
CTBHS JPYIHX AKTOPOB MEXIYHAPOIHBIX OTHOIIEHUH, KOTOPbIE MOTYT HOAOPBATh CYLIECTBYIO-
LIYIO CHCTEMY.

B nepexoansrit nepnon CMO, ¢ oaHO# CTOPOHEIL, TEpecTaeT ASUCTBOBATh MEXAaHU3M CICPIKIBA-
HUSL, @ C IPYTOi CTOPOHBI, CBEPXAEPIKaBbl CTPEMSTCS HCIIOJIb30BATh WX ITPOBOLIUPOBATH IIPOLIEC-
ChI, KOTOPBIE YKPEIAT UX COOCTBEHHBIC MMO3UIIMU M OCIA0AT MO3UIMK UX IPOTHBHUKOB B 6OphOe
3a HOBYt0 CMO. BripaxkeHneM TpaHc(hOpMaLMl HHTEPECOB CBEPXEPIKAB ABISIOTCS 00LIHE Po-
SIBJICHUS TePpeX0IHbIX nepruogoB CMO: 1) yBenryeHHe KOINYECTBa JOKAITBHBIX U PETHOHAIBHBIX
BOOPYXEHHBIX KOH(IMKTOB U UX HHTEHCUBHOCTH; 2) YBEJIIMUCHNE aKTOB TEHOIINAA U APYTUX TIpe-
CTYIUICHUH IIPOTUB YEJIOBEYECTBA; 3) HMTHOPUPOBAHNE MEXIYHAPOIAHOTO IIpaBa CyOBEeKTaMH MEX-
JTyHapOAHBIX OTHOLICHUH M HETOCYJapCTBEHHBIMH 00pa30BaHMsIMY; 4) aJJeHUE aBTOPUTETA YHU-
BEPCAIBHBIX CTPYKTYP MEXKIYHAPOJAHOTO COTPYAHUYECTBA U CHIKEHUE 3P PEKTUBHOCTH UX /€S-
TEJILHOCTH; 5) MUPOBasi BOIHA, MO pe3yabTaTaM KOTOPOH MOOEIMBIINE CBEPXICPIKABbI YCTaHAB-
nuBaoT HOBYyr0o CMO. [lepeuncieHHble NMPOSBIEHUS, MOKA YTO 32 HUCKIIOYEHHEM MHUPOBOU
BOMHBI, XapaKTEpPHBI U I HBIHEIIHETO MepexoqHoro nepuona ot SAnra-Ilotcaamckoit kK HOBOM
CMO.

KnioueBbie ciioBa: cucmema mexcoyHapoOHbIX OMHOWEHUI, MUPOBAsL NOAUMUKA, B0OPYHCEHHbIE
KOH@IUKMYL, 2€HOYUO, NPECMYNNIeHUs NPOMUE 4eI08EUHOCU, MeNCOYHAPOOHAS NPABO8As CU-
cmema, CmpyKmypvl MeXCOYHapOOH020 COMPYOHUYECBa, UHMePechl CYNEpOepIHCae



