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Abstract. The problem of repatriation is not new in the Armenian reality.
Repatriation, as a process coordinated by the state (through official policy), with its
periodicity and massiveness, draws special attention especially in the Soviet period of the
Armenian history (in particular, in the case of the wave named "Great Repatriation" in 1946-
1948 (Stepanyan, 2020)). Later, in the post-Soviet realities, although repatriation processes
continue, they differ from previously organized manifestations, which creates the need for
new studies reinterpreting the phenomenon. Along with the historical observations which
provide important analytical perspectives, it is important to consider the conceptual
foundations of the phenomenon of repatriation from a methodological point of view. In
particular, according to distinct dictionary definitions of repatriation, it is the return from
exile to the homeland, the return of prisoners of war and civilian population who are outside
the borders of their homeland to their homeland as a result of military operations (Aghayan,
1976). Nevertheless, refraining from private definitions of the phenomenon, we will rely on
the most general modern interpretations of repatriation, according to which repatriation is
the process of returning to the country of departure or the ethnic homeland (regardless of
the fact that sometimes the country of departure is not considered a homeland after
generations (Barseghyan, 2019)). Moreover, it is important to study repatriation not only
from the point of view of opportunities, but also from the point of view of the complex
problems of the integration nature following the process.

Turning to integration as a social phenomenon, we have used the approaches of
Bosswick and Heckmann, according to which social integration is the inclusion of the
immigrant in the context of the institutional relations of the host country, as well as in the
context of social roles and statuses. The authors consider social integration at four
interrelated levels: structural, cultural, interactive, and self-identification. In particular, at
the structural level, the necessary rights and opportunities provided for immigrants to
participate in the host country's social statuses and basic institutions (such as the economy
and labor market, the education system, civic participatory processes, housing services) are
considered.

At the cultural level, the authors emphasize the inclusion of the immigrant in the
cultural experiences of the host country, in which the acquisition of communication skills
(i.e. language skills) about the host country's culture is of special importance. The interactive
aspect of integration, in turn, implies the incorporation of the immigrant into the area of
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social networks and relationships of the host society. At the level of self-identification,
Bosswick and Heckmann consider the immigrant's perceptions of self-identification and
belonging to social groups in the host country (Bosswick, Heckmann, 2006).

Together with all of this, in the context of the integration issue, we have highlighted
the experience of young repatriates, in which risks of integrative nature, with their possible
negative impact, can lead to irreversible consequences. Thus, from the point of view of the
socialization process, young people are seen as a key stage of human development, during
which a person transitions from childhood to adulthood, or, in other words, from a state of
dependence to a state of independence or interdependence. It is during youth that the
individual creates foundations for the roles of maturity with their decisions (moral, social,
economic, cultural, civil) (UNICEF, 2011). Moreover, the problems characteristic of this
stage are even more pronounced in the conditions of the migration experience of young
people, which is accompanied by unique risk factors. Their short-term and long-term
negative manifestations can have irreversible harmful consequences in an individual's life.
In particular, at the personal level, these problems can be expressed by the loss of the
possibility of full human development, and at the societal level, they can be seen by the
waste of the social, economic and cultural development potential of both sending and host
countries (IOM Glossary on Migration, 2019).

Thus, within the framework of this article, the results of the analysis of the research
data are presented, based on which the main features of the factors that serve as obstacles in
the integration processes of the repatriated young people are identified. The article presents
the heterogeneity of the mentioned factors (structural-institutional, social, cultural, identity),
providing a multifaceted view of the current manifestations of repatriation.

Keywords: repatriation, migration, forced migration, repatriated young people, integration
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Zudwpmnwghp:  Zugjuliuwt  hpwuwinipniinid  hwpbbwnupdnipjut
Jubiphpp Gnp sk Ui’ npubu whinmpjui Ynquihg hudwlupgyng (houbwljwi
punupujuunipjut thongny) qnpépuipwg, hp yuppkpujuinipjudp b quuqdu-
Suyumipjudp wnwbdtwhwwnntl nipwnpnipntt £ gpuynid hwmnljuybu Zwjwu-
nuih yuununipjub junphppuhtt opowinid (dwubwynpupwp, 1946-1948 ppe.
«Utd huyphuiwnupdnipniyy widuwidws wihph nhuypnid (Stephanyan, 2020)): 2k-
nwquynid htwnjunphpyuyght hpnnippnibipmd phl huypkiwnupdmpyub qnp-
Spupwgubpp swpnibwlynud L, gpubip muppbpynud B twpulhhtt juquuljtpy-
Jwé nputnpnidubphg, hiyp tpunypep Jkpwhdwunuynpnn tnp hknwgnunige-
iuttiph wuhpwdtownnipnit Eunbnénud: Twndwlwt nhinwupynidubpht gniqu-
htn' dbpnqupubwlwi wkuwltnhg juplnp t phuwpyl] bwl hugpbbugup-
dnipjut kptinyph hwjkguwpgquyht hhdptpp: Cung npnud, huypbiunwpdnipmiip
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Juplnp k ntunidiwuhpty ny dhuytt htwpugnpmipiniuubinh, wy bwb gnpdpupw-
ghtt htitniny) hinkgpuighnt punyph pupy nughpubph mkuwulyniuhg:

Ulnununbuny hinkgpughughtt npybu unghwjulub kplingph’ oqunyky
Lup Pnudhph b Zhpdwih Unnkgnidibphg, npnig hudwduyt unghwjwlwi hi-
wnkgpughwt hthgpubnh tbpwenwdt k pungniing Epyph htunnhwnnighntiwg hw-
puwpbkpmipiniiibnh, hsybu twb unghwuwb npkph b jupqughdulubph hw-
dmnbpunnud: Zknhtwljutpp unghwjuljut htnbkqpughw phnwplynid B thnfu-
Juyulgdws snpu’ junniguspuyghl, Upmlnipuyhly, hunbpulunhy, huptiwing-
tujuwbugdut dujuppujubpnid: Twutwynpuybu, jurniguspuhtt duljup-
nuljnid ghinnwplymd b pugniunng tphph unghwjwjuwt jupquyhdwltpnid b
hhdtwlwi hwnhunnmntbpmd (hbsyhupl Bi nbnbumpmibt o wpunwnt -
b, Yppuljut hwdwlwupgp, punupughuljub dwubwljgujht gnpépupwugubpp,
puwjupwiwghtt Swnwynipniuttpn) tipgpuyytint gnpénid hihgputinubph hw-
dwp wywhnyué wihpudton hpwyniupubpb nt hbwpwnpnipmniuubpp: Upw-
Ynipuyhtt dwjupnpulynud hinhtwlubpp jupbnpnid Eu hpdhgputnh tkpunnudp
punniunn tpyph dpwlnipuyghtt hnpdwnnipniubpnid, npnud hwnljuybu jup-
unpynud £ pugniung bplnh dowlnyph JEpupbpju) hunnppuljguyhtt hdnnipniu-
ubph (ghgnip 1kquh hlwgnipmip) mipugnuip: Punkgpughwh htnkpuyuhy
wuyklwnt php htppht tupwunpnd £ hdhgputnh tkpunnid pungniing hwuwpw-
nipjul unghwjwlwb guugkph b hwpwpbpnipmittiph nnpu: Puptiwtinyw-
Jutugdut dujupgulnud fnughpp b ZEpdwip ghnnwupynud b pugniung Gpyph
unghwjwlwb pjadpiphtt niynué hdhgpuiinh huptwinyuwjutugdwi b yun-
Juubknipjut pujuynidutpp (Bosswick, Heckmann, 2006):

Uju wdklihtt gniquihtin’ hinkgpuwt hhdwuingph hwdwnbpunnu jupln-
ph Bup hwnjuybu tphrnwuwpny huypbwnwpdubph thnpdp, npnud huintigpu-
ghnt punyph nhuljkipt ppkug htwpwynp pugwuwlwb wqpgnipyudp Jupnn Lu
wlnuntwh htnmbwuputph hwtqkgut): Twutwynpuybu, unghwjujutugdut
gnpoépipugh wnkuwulniihg Ephnnwuwpynipmniip nhugnd £ npybu dwpgn
qupqugdut wnwigpuyhtt thniy, nph pipwugpnid wbdp wihgnid £ junwpnid dwbi-
Ynipjut thnyhg niyh hwuntunipmnit jud, wy) Yipy wows, jujyunipjut 4h-
duhg nthyh wijuh jud hnpujuwyubnipjut Jhdwly: 2kug iphnnwuwpyniput
opowtnid k wtthwwnt hp npnonudubipny (pupnjujwi, unghwjulwb, nbnbkuw-
Jul, dpwlnipuyht, punupughwulut) hhuptp unbnénid hwuntinipjut opowh
nhptph hwdwp (UNICEF, 2011): Cun npnud, wju thnihtt punpny junhpubpp b w-
yJkih B pungdynid Ephunnwuwpnubph vhgpughnt thnpdh wyuydwubpnid, npt ni-
ntygynid k jnipophtiwl] nhuljh gnpénuibkpny: tpwtg jupdwdwdljtn b tpljupw-
dudljtn puguuwlut npubnpnidubpp jupnng Bu wiopebih Juwuwlwp hbtwn-
bwipubp mubktw] wthwnh Jjutpnid: Uuwubuynpuybu, whdtughtt dwljupgu-
Ynid hhojwy ptighplikpp jupnn &b wpnwhwyib) dwpglught jhupdtp qupgug-
dwl hhulpun{npmp]ulh ynpniunny, hul hwuwpujulw dwjupqulmd’ ph n-
nupynn, pt pinnibng kpypubph unghwjwlwl, winbuwlwi b dwlnipwghb
qupqugdut ukpnidh thnohwgdwdp (IOM Glossary on Migration, 2019):

Ujuyhuny, unyb hnpqwsh oppwbwlubpmd tkpjuyugymd tu hhwnwgn-
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nnipjutt nyjujubph 4Epnwdnipjut wpyniupubpp, npnug hhdwb Jpu pugw-
huyunnud ki huypktwnwpd Ephnnwuwpnubph hinbkqpudw gnpspupwgubtpp jun-
spugnunn gnpsnukph hhdbwlwh hwnwuhoubpp: Zopjuésnid tbpuyugdnid &
uoJws gnpénutibph nmwpwubknnipmniup (unnigyuspuyhti-htunhwnnighnwy, un-
ghwjuljwi, dpwlnipuyghl, hupimphiwlwb) puqiulnniuih yunlkpugnid
wnwny hwypbtwnwpdniput tkpuw npubnpnidubph YEpupbpyuyg:

Putiwh punkp: huypkiunpupdnipindl, dhgpughu, huplunhp dhgpuighu, hugpk-
bwpuipd Eppunwuwpn, plinkgpnid
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AHHOTANUs. B apMsHCKO AEHCTBUTEIBHOCTH MPOOJeMa pernmaTphalii HEe HOBA.
PenaTtpuanus, kak OpraHu30BaHHbII IIPOLIECC, CO CBOEH NEPUOJUYHOCTBIO U MACCUBHOCTBIO
BBI3bIBAJIa 0c000€ BHUMaHWE, B YaCTHOCTH, B COBETCKMH mepuoj ucropun ApmeHuu. B
MOCTCOBETCKUX PEAIHSIX HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO peHaTpPHALMOHHBIE MPOIECCH MPOJOKAIOT
HUMETh MECTO, OHH JIaleKO He MPOSABIAIOTCA B TAKOM OPTaHW30BAaHHOM BHJIE, KaK BO BpeMs
COBETCKOT'O CTPOsI, TEM CaMbIM IIOJYEpPKUBasi HEOOXOAUMOCTh HOBBIX, O0JIee aKTyaIbHBIX
uccienoBannii. IlapamiensHO HMCTOPUYECKMM HAOJIOAEHHUSM, KOTOpPhIe 00ECIedYMBaIOT
BRXHYIO aHAJIUTHYECKYI0 TIEPCHEKTHUBY, MOJYEpKUBas TIyOMHYy W aKTyalbHOCTb
npoOJIeMbl, C METONOJIOTHYECKOM TOYKM 3pEeHHs BaXKHO €IIe paccMaTpuBaTh
KOHILIENTYalbHYI0 PaMKy TOTO K€ sIBJI€HUs. B 3TOM maHe, HECMOTps Ha pa3HbIE ACIEKTHI
TOJIKOBAHHMS, peNaTpHanusl B NIMPOKOM KOHTEKCTE ONpEAeIsieTCs KaK aKT BO3BPALICHUs
cyOBeKTa B CTpaHy CBOEro NpoucxoxjeHus. CremoBaresbHO, JIMIO, BOBJIEUCHHOE B
MPOIIEeCC, MOCIIe BO3BPAIIEHHUS, OUYTHUBIINCH B HOBBIX COITHAJIBHBIX YCIOBHUSIX CTAIKHBACTCS
€ KOMIUIEKCHBIMH ITpoOJeMaMy MHTETpallMOHHOTO XapakTepa. IIpomecc mHTErpammu win
peHHTEerpannuu 00XBaTHIBACT Psi/i COLUANBHBIX, KyIbTYPHBIX U TPpaXIaHCKUX MpobneMm. B
paMKax JaHHOM CTaThbM TIPEACTaBJIEH pe3yibTaT aHajlM3a JaHHBIX WCCIIEAOBaHUS
(poBen¢HHBINA B MepHoA ¢ sHBaps 1o amnpens 2023 r.), Ha OCHOBE KOTOPOTO BBISIBICHBI
KITI0YeBbIe 0COOCHHOCTH THITMYHBIX (PaKTOPOB, KOTOPBIE MPEMSTCTBYIOT HHTEIPALlMOHHBIM
mpoleccaM penaTpuMpoBaHHOM MojoAexku. B craTbe mokazaHa pa3HOPOJHOCTH
YIOMSHYTBHIX  (DaKTOpOB, KOTOpPHIE BAaPBUPYIOTCS OT MOPAIBLHO-TICHXOJIOTHYECKUX,
KyJIbTypHO-CUMBOJIMYECKUX  JIO IIparMaTH4eckn OOOCHOBaHHBIX  MHTEPIIPETAlNH,
obecrieunBast pa3HOCTOPOHHEE OCMBICIICHHE TEKYIINX PENaTPUAlMOHHBIX TPOSBICHHH.

KioueBsble ciioBa: penampuayus, Muepayus, 6bIHYICOEHHAS MUSPAYUsL, penampuuposaHHas
.MOJIO()&?ICI), urmeepayus

RESEARCH PROBLEM

In the studies of local experience regarding repatriation, special attention is
paid to the Soviet period of Armenian history where the phenomenon stood out with
its organized, phased nature. In this framework, the targeted policy by the USSR
government, stemming from certain geopolitical motives, was aimed at organizing
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the return of Armenians scattered all across the globe as a result of the Genocide to
their country of departure or the parts of the homeland which were saved in order
to contribute to the development of the latter (Laycock, 2012).

On the other hand, certain repatriation processes can be singled out also in the
post-independence years, starting with the late 1990s. Nonetheless, given that the
mentioned processes are conditioned by the crisis situations of the country of exit
(e.g., lragi and Syrian wars), it is difficult to consider them as examples of
repatriation organized by the initiative of the state authorities. Furthermore, each of
the migration dimensions of return in the post-independence era are even worth
discussing from the point of view of whether these experiences can be considered
as repatriation examples in the classical sense.

Regardless of how unique the phenomenon of repatriation is, in terms of a
migration process (mainly because a person returns to their country of departure),
it is still considered that the person involved in the process often faces integration
problems after the return which any other person involved in the migration process
would face. Even if, from the point of view of intensity, these problems may have
different manifestations, in any case, the process of integration or reintegration
remains the same and includes the same areas of life: social, cultural, civil, among
others (Oladele, 2002).

Within the scope of this study, which was carried out in the period of January-
April 2023, an attempt was made to study the experience of repatriated young
people in recent years (mainly in the period following 2018) related to the
opportunities and obstacles of moving to the Republic of Armenia and integrating
there. In this sense, an attempt was made to observe the security problems in the
country, as well as economic, sociocultural (with their historical, symbolic aspects),
moral and psychological factors and their impact on the integration process of
repatriated young people.

RESEARCH DESCRIPTION
The research tried to address the following questions:
= To identify the structural-institutional aspects of integration obstacles of
repatriated young people (including issues of civil status, economic,
educational, housing, healthcare integration);
= To identify the cultural aspects of the integration issue of repatriated young
people (including language communication, cultural experience);
= To identify the social aspects of the integration issue of repatriated young
people (including engagement in local social networks, formation of new
social ties);
= To clarify the peculiarities of the integration process of repatriated young
people in the context of the problem of self-identification (including social-
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psychological aspects of integration, perceptions of self-belonging,

assimilation of self-identification features).
Thus, based on the importance of the analysis of subjective perceptions and
local realities around the diversity of factors manifested in the context of the
integration problem of repatriated young people and their influence, various
methods of qualitative research were used to collect data within the framework
of the study, including the following:
expert surveys with integration policy makers and field researchers to form an
expert assessment of the current situation in the field,;
biographical surveys with young repatriates aged 18-35 in order to explore
their personal experiences of repatriation. The relocation experience of
repatriated young people represents a unique biographical turn, symbolizing a
new phase of life, accompanied by manifestations of changes in external
conditions and personal perceptions. In this context, in formulating their
repatriation experience as a specific event, young people interpret and recreate
this part of their life in the form of an original narrative consisting of connected
plot stages. At the same time, based on the phenomenological and interaction
approaches underlying the biographical method, the story of the life of young
people characterized by the experience of repatriation is considered as a
socially conditioned construct (Berger, Luckmann, 1966), which allows the
process of repatriation to be understood in the broad context of social factors.

In parallel, legal acts regulating the process of integration of repatriates and

conceptual documents referring to the phenomenon were also studied, which
allowed to identify the institutional possibilities of integration of repatriates and
limitations at the local level (in particular, at the level of normative legal
regulations).

Based on the information obtained through the selected methods, the paper

summarizes the results of 30 autobiographical surveys and 8 expert surveys (see
Table 1), which were combined with the results of the study of documents
regulating the field.

Table 1. Criteria for selection of experts

Work experience At least 5 years

(3 experts - 12 years; 5 experts - 8 years)

Profession 3 - Sociologist

2 - Lawyer

1 - Historian

1 - Political scientist
1 - Psychologist
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Area of specializa- 3 - Diaspora studies (including repatriation, migration)
tion 3 - Migration
1 - Political studies
1 - Repatriation
Workplace NAS Institute of Archeology and Ethnography
YSU Chair of Diaspora Studies
Russian-Armenian University, Department of Political
Science
Office of the High Commissioner for Diaspora Affairs
Migration Service
University of Michigan

RESEARCH RESULTS

Thus, in the context of the integration process, according to the theoretical
provisions that serve as the basis for the research, an important place is allocated to
the structural aspects of the problem. Moreover, in discussing the structural-
institutional aspects of the factors hindering the integration of repatriated young
people into the Armenian society, one should consider at least the groups of factors
that refer to the civil status of a person, inclusion in the economy, including the
labor market, housing security, access to educational and health care facilities
services (considering the latter as elements of instrumental significance in the
integration process). As one of the experts involved in the study highlighted,

“... the issue of repatriates should be considered more “through the pragmatic
lens”. This means that when talking about making the decision to move to Armenia,
we should understand what the state offers to the repatriates and to what degree
these offers can be helpful and encouraging for a repatriate from the point of view
of integration into the Armenian society.” (expert - specialist on Diaspora studies,
sociologist).

Among the institutional aspects of integration, the question of what kind of
civil status the host country grants the migrant entering the country (in this case,
repatriate) is of pivotal importance, given that the question of status further
determines the range of social guarantees given to this person by the state.

As the results of the study show, in terms of actual civil statuses, repatriates in
RA are quite a diverse group. Their bigger part are RA citizens or dual citizens, and
a much smaller part are those who have a refugee or asylum seeker status. At the
same time, the status of "a repatriate” as such does not exist in RA, therefore there
is no procedure for the recognition of the status and no legal regulations arising
from it, which, given the specificity of their situation, will make certain programs
or services available to persons in this group.

Nonetheless, certain provisions of the Government’s program address the
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importance of repatriation and include it among the state priorities; in parallel, the
Office of the High Commissioner of Diaspora Affairs implements many programs
(both continuous-regular, and one-time); however, in terms of practical steps, the
universal political approach is still unclear.

Regardless of repatriates, as ethnic Armenians, granted the opportunity to
obtain RA citizenship in a simplified manner, which, in essence, is the highest status
of a person in the state, these persons are actually deprived of the opportunity to use
services and programs aimed at responding to their special needs arising in the
integration context, because the institutional sides of integration, including
employment, housing, health, education, among others, are in fact solved within the
framework of regulations that apply to RA citizens.

“In any case, we see that the issue of repatriation is considered within the
general migration problem. Special events take place only on a situational, case-
by-case basis, as was in the case of the immigration of Syrian-Armenians. It is only
such major events during which certain groups are activated as well as working
groups are formed. Yet these are only there to solve local problems.” (expert -
specialist on Diaspora studies, sociologist).

“.. You can stay in Armenia with an Armenian passport for as long as you
wish. It’s your country, your homeland.” (respondent age - 33, sex - male, country
of departure - Syria).

We consider the question of participation in economic life in the context of
economic security, which mainly refers to the organization of employment,
considering both the opportunities for the free labor market and for self-
employment.

“... If the young repatriate knows that he or she can earn money and have an
independent life in Armenia, I believe this is how we can best contribute to making
such a decision” (expert - lawyer, policy-maker in migration).

The results of autobiographical surveys show that one of the most difficult
problems for all groups is integration in economic life and the labor market.

“Neither my husband nor I are 20-year-old youngsters who could go to
another country and start a new life. We thought that we would be more useful in
our homeland. Now we are here, and of course I can’t work right now as my child
is yet too young, but my husband is trying to venture something. It’s just that it’s
too hard.” (respondent age - 35, sex - female, country of departure - Kherson,
Ukraine).

“My husband works and I don’t. It’s not easy. Weve had quite a lot of trouble.
I want to tell you that before we managed to settle and organize things, we had quite
a lot of trouble.” (respondent age - 30, sex - female, country of departure - Syria).

“The problems were mostly related to work, as wherever I knocked on the door
to get in, if they heard that | had just come to Armenia, they would tell me - oh no,
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if you come work here, we will not pay you for 4-5 weeks, it will be like this, it will
be like that. They were, how to put it, a bit scared. | am serious. Everyone was
saying it.” (respondent age - 26, sex - female, country of departure - Iran).

The most common problems are related to the knowledge of Armenian
(especially written), low salaries, long working hours, lack of knowledge of laws,
and limited jobs. Moreover, within the context of integration in the labor market,
those who came to Armenia through a staged relocation have been more successful.
That is, a person has prepared to move to Armenia, in the meantime forming
minimum prerequisites for relocation at least in terms of residence and work.

“Yes, I've been here many times. Economically, it’s better here now. As I've
visited Armenia a lot, I've been in constant contact, and of course economically
speaking it’s much better now than years ago. Yes, I’'ve visited it, but I could say
that Armenia is more focused on Armenia.” (respondent age - 33, sex - male,
country of departure - Syria).

“Here the work-related problems are low pay, long working hours and
workload. If you want to find a normal job, you need to start your own business.
But if you start your own business, the market is small, and you need to do
something else to move forward.” (respondent age - 36, sex - male, country of
departure - Russia).

“But if we take the material, financial aspect, then you need to have a clear
plan, project in advance, like me, what you will do if you come.” (respondent age -
34, sex - male, country of departure - Russia).

"Before we came, there were rumors that they would not let us work, but there
is no such thing. It’s the complete opposite, we are completely free. If you do
everything legally, work legally, you will not face any problems.” (respondent age
- 33, gender - male, country of departure - Syria)

Access to educational services includes both the provision of access to higher
education and the possibility of placement in kindergarten and school for children
of young families, providing accompanying services during this period, at least in
terms of learning the language.

In fact, the regulations here work in conjunction with the compulsory public
education system, which implies the organization of school-age children's education
in public schools, which in turn can be accompanied by additional support services,
if the child is recognized as needing special educational conditions. Otherwise, no
additional support services will be available. In this sense, issues related to ensuring
access to information for parents regarding the procedures for including the child
in the general education system are also of importance.

As for vocational education, as such it is not connected in any way to the issues
of integration in the labor market. Accordingly, in this sense, the question remains
in the field of personal decision.
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"It is true that | have received higher education, and my husband does not.
That's why it's very difficult for him; besides, there's the language problem, we don't
know how to read and write Armenian. Look, | speak better than my husband. But
for example, I am an accountant by profession, and if | don't know how to read and
write when dealing with documents, how can | work?" (respondent age - 35, gender
- female, country of departure - Ukraine)

"1 will definitely take accounting courses, because whatever | studied in Iran
is actually not the same. Even though | have a problem with money now, if | advance
a bit, I will definitely participate in those courses. | want to study both SMM and
accounting. I know what I need to do to learn these from scratch.” (respondent age
- 26, gender - female, country of departure - Iran)

"We studied well at school, but both my brother and I know how to read, write
and speak Armenian well thanks to my mother. When we came to Armenia, | studied
cooking at school. | worked in different kitchens during my studies. | am currently
working in a Syrian kitchen. There is no difference for me, the important thing is to
work." (respondent age - 26, gender - female, country of departure - Syria)

In the context of integration, two main components of issues arising in relation
to access to health services can be distinguished. The first component refers to
providing access to information about the system and procedures in general. This
includes awareness in at least the following areas: the way the health system works,
the procedures in place for contacting a doctor, and the services provided on a paid
and free basis. The second group of components is related to the statuses that the
repatriates have, for example, whether they are an RA citizen or a refugee. Here we
also face the problem of so-called "hidden repatriates" who are able to live and work
in RA with the status of residence, but are deprived of access to public services,
including some services on a free basis.

"The situation is the same everywhere. My child was sick, and when we took
him to the doctor, they told us that you are not a citizen of the Republic of Armenia,
you have to pay. No one cares whether you have money or not, you have to pay."
(respondent age - 35, gender - female, country of departure - Ukraine)

The issue of housing and sustainable housing continues to be a considerable
factor among the significant barriers to integration. As most of the experts have
pointed out, the situation calls for concrete solutions, and it is not about ownership,
but about the availability of safe and stable housing for the longest possible period,
including on a rental basis.

"First of all, the work should be good. You know, it's difficult to live here , it's
not easy, we live on rent. Let me tell you, we are happy, but we are not calm in our
mind, we are always thinking about how we will pay the rent, how we will live.
Livelihood is very poor here. Those monthly payments are gone, that business is
gone. Let's hope it will all be good.” (respondent age - 30, gender - female, country
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of departure - Syria)

"Before coming to Armenia, | had already rented the house and | was very
satisfied with the neighborhoods. But when the Russian-Ukrainian problems started
and that infiltration happened, the prices increased, it was already very bad for me.
I changed my house, and | came to a building with no water, no gas boiler. We heat
the house with electricity. And that infiltration of the Russians has affected me very
badly." (respondent age - 26, gender - female, country of departure - Iran)

"No, we don't even have a house here, we stay at friends' houses, we have to
do everything from scratch. But here it is easy in that at least we have relatives, and
our relatives are by our side.” (respondent age - 35, gender - female, country of
departure - Ukraine)

In this case, those people who have the status of asylum seeker or refugee at
least have the possibility to benefit from the guarantee of temporary accommodation
on a free basis, in contrast to repatriates with the status of citizens.

“Yes, they helped us with accommodation, frankly speaking. When my mother
and | came, we applied as refugees, they gave us a room in the dormitory for free,
so that we could stay as long as we need, until we could rent a house or, God willing,
buy a house here." (respondent age - 26, gender - female, country of departure -
Syria)

The other group, which is able to solve housing-related issues mainly consists
of people who have either planned their move to RA in advance and, accordingly,
have taken steps towards acquiring housing, or are in the self-employment sector.

"We live in a rented apartment now. But | have bought a house with a
mortgage, it will be ready in 5 months and we will move to our house.” (respondent
age - 26, gender - male, country of departure - Syria)

"Yes, my house will be ready in August. This year | already got married, and
we are planning to live as a family in our new house. | opened two branches of the
hair salon here to be able to see to all the needs of my parents and my new family.
| took out a mortgage for 10 years so that after 10 years | could take another place,
so that my brothers and | could work in the same area and see the good in
everything. If you see good, everything is good, if you see difficulties, it
automatically becomes difficult. You should always be optimistic.” (respondent age
- 26, gender - male, country of departure - Aleppo, Syria)

Among the aspects of social integration of the repatriated young people, we
observe a trend when the presence of relatives, friends or acquaintances in Armenia,
as well as the presence of a precedent among acquaintances, has played a significant
role as an influential factor in making decisions about moving to Armenia. Hence,
a person mostly moves to an environment where there have already been formed
certain connections and experience with Armenia and Armenian residents.

“When we left Syria, our Syrian-Armenian acquaintances mostly came to
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’

Armenia, which is why and following their advice, we came to Armenia.’
(respondent age - 24, sex - female, country of departure - Syria).

“I was aware of Armenia before coming back here, I was in constant contact
and often visited Armenia, so it’s not like I had to learn anything new about
Armenia.” (respondent age - 30, sex - male, country of departure - Ukraine).

Moreover, the situation related to the formation of new social relations or
inclusion in new networks can be quite different based on the experience that each
repatriate has had as a result of communication with the local population. What is
also significant here is how wide the circle of acquaintances is. On the other hand,
the number and density of other persons who have moved from the country of
departure to Armenia are also important and what mutual relations they have. In
other words, if the person has moved with their supportive social network, there is
less probability that they will seek new connections.

“I really liked human communication. For instance, I am very close to my
neighbors. It makes me calm. Everyone respects me.” (respondent age - 30, Sex -
female, country of departure - Syria).

“.. had I wanted, I could have found a native Armenian friend. But now [
mostly communicate with my Iranian-Armenian repatriated friends. And because
today there are many Iranian-Armenians as well as Iranians in Armenia, they also
find us and become friends with us.” (respondent age - 18, sex - male, country of
departure - Iran).

In particular, among repatriates who have moved from the Middle East and
Iran, it is visible that there are certain reservations related to the integration in social
life which occur within the constant comparison of lifestyles of Armenians of the
departure and host countries. These differences often hinder the establishment of
new ties with the locals and make the repatriates form groups and associations based
on the belonging to the country of departure. As noted by one of the respondents,

“I was part of the cultural life there. In Tehran I was a scout for 7 years, and
here I'm not. Probably the cultural life in Tehran was better in that there were fewer
Armenians there and everyone was interconnected. For example, a small thing I've
observed is that here the holidays are not celebrated, be it Easter or any other
holiday. | am so surprised. No one gathers everyone together to celebrate, to have
a holiday, nothing of the kind, and in Tehran all holidays are widely celebrated by
everyone aged 0 to 100.” (respondent age - 26, sex - female, country of departure
- Iran).

Addressing the cultural aspects of integration of repatriated young people, we
would like to note that they have been observed in the context of cognitive,
behavioral and attitudinal factors of the person which has allowed us to identify the
integration peculiarities manifested within the mentioned aspects. In particular, the
level of awareness of the repatriated young people about the local culture, the
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correspondence between their main behaviors and the dominant cultural norms, as
well as the determining role of the local culture in the formation of a person's
attitude towards the environment, have been taken into account.

Accordingly, the cultural integration of repatriated young people has been
primarily studied in the context of cognitive models. In particular, the study we have
conducted has shown that in this case, certain gaps have been noticed between the
initial expectations about the local culture and impressions formed in Armenia,
which leads to dual perceptions within the framework of acquiring the new culture.
In this case, there is a question between the globalized Armenian culture spread in
the Diaspora and the Armenian local types of culture, which are often not identified.
As experts note,

“They are our compatriots. Yet we also need to bear in mind that they are
carriers of a different culture, one different from that of Armenia; they also carry
the Armenian culture, global Armenia culture, but again it’s not identical to the
Armenian reality of Armenia. We bear the influence of completely different cultural
flows than them. This is the main difference between us and them.” (Sociologist,
RA).

Still, regardless of the mentioned contradictions, in the case of many
repatriated young people, the role of the positive impact of cognitive experience on
cultural integration is highlighted. In this respect, such answers of the respondents
are interesting to observe:

“When it comes to living here, we tell them from the beginning to think
carefully because everything is expensive. But in fact, our monasteries, air and
history are worth everything. Some time ago, a Ukrainian moved to Armenia
following our advice and he was very satisfied. We showed him around our lovely
Armenia, our monasteries. And he liked our culture very much. In Ukraine, the
culture is a bit different. For them, the monasteries, too, are perceived differently.”
(respondent age - 35, sex - female, country of departure - Kherson, Ukraine).

On the other hand, the decisive factor in the cultural integration of repatriated
young people is not only the cognitive experience of the latter, but also the
tendencies to expand the cognitive circles of local Armenians, which is
characterized by tolerance and inclusiveness towards globalized cultural types.

“We have become more tolerant. It is definitely also due to the technological
opportunities because we are directly, second-hand, third-hand, still better
acquainted with other cultures; we are more open to other cultures than before. In
the past, someone speaking Western Armenian was very different. The gap between
the locals and them was very big; it was seen as a big difference, and it was
mechanically rejected. Now we are more open not only to Western Armenian, but
also to other languages.” (Sociologist, RA).

Along with this, the cultural aspects of integration imply the learning of
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communication skills of the culture of the host country (in this case, language
proficiency). In this regard, the absence of language barriers becomes a stimulating
factor in the process of cultural integration. It is no coincidence that the respondents
perceive linguistic and cultural factors more as opportunities rather than problems
(the commonalities are more highlighted). As mentioned by one of the respondents,

“The first reason was that it would be more affordable to come to Armenia,
and the second reason was my language. The third reason is that | love this country.
| believe that every Armenian dreams of coming to Armenia. Since a young age,
we have dreamed of coming to Armenia. But we couldn’t come, because we had
work there, we were always busy with our work, just like the locals here have to
work every day.” (respondent age - 33, sex - male, country of departure - Aleppo,
Syria).

At the identity level of integration, integration is expressed mainly by a sense
of belonging (to the territory, nationality, this or that ethnic group), following the
processes of recognition and acceptance manifested in the process of cultural
integration. Studies of the identity issue show that in the XXI century the temporal
aspects of identity are of interest. In this context, besides the retrospective and actual
dimensions of identity, the prospective, future-oriented dimension of the identity
also comes forwards.

In particular, prospective identity is regarded by researchers as a set of certain
characteristics of a person’s self-identification aimed at the future (bemuHckas,
2003). From this angle, it is interesting to observe that Armenia has been selected
as a final destination for settlement by those repatriates in whose self-identity the
retrospective aspect (identification with the historical past of the nation) is
dominant.

Nevertheless, at the prospective level of identity, together with considerable
uncertainty, there are also other views, according to which Armenia is not
considered as a residence for the future, which speaks of a low level of sense of
belonging. In this regards, such answers by the respondents can be of interest:

“To tell you the truth, I don’t see my future here. If I find a way, I'll move to
Europe so that I can make money more easily and live more easily.” (respondent
age - 32, male - sex, country of departure - Syria).

“To be honest, my future plans are not so connected to Armenia. It is just that
for our family the right thing is to live here now. We’ll live and see. We'll see what
life will show.” (respondent age - 18, sex - female, country of departure - Moscow,
Russia)

In general, having analyzed the temporal dimensions of self-identification in
the context of identity integration, we can observe a certain polarization of
retrospective, actual and prospective identities among repatriates, which is an
additional obstacle to the formation of sustainable models of belonging.
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CONCLUSIONS
So, based on the analysis of the study data, we can single out the following

conclusions:

At present, the main problem of the RA policy on repatriation is the
shortcomings observed in the target-coordinated approaches. In particular,
regardless of the different programs that are implemented, in terms of active
practical steps deriving from a unified concept, there are considerable
shortcomings; as a rule, the implemented steps are not systemic.

The experience of the repatriation of the post-independent era is based not so
much on the actions organized by the state but rather on the voluntary-
personal/family decisions caused by geopolitical crises. Moreover, in this
case, the state appears in the role of “a passive responder”, often not
managing these flows and being unable to maintain them in the homeland.
There is a need to promote comprehensively balanced approaches to the
understanding of the issue of repatriation in Armenia, in which not only the
interests of the host country (in this case, Armenia) will be considered but
also the disintegration risks of resources available in the traditional
communities of the Diaspora and Armenian institutional structures in other
countries.

In terms of the integration of repatriated young people in the economic life
and labor market, phased or gradual approaches to the relocation of the
repatriates are seen as more effective. However, in this sector, such problems
as insufficient level of language proficiency, low salaries, long working
hours, lack of knowledge of laws and shortage of jobs are common.

There is no comprehensive set of legal regulations aimed at activating the
repatriation process, but in this respect certain legal regulations which have
a stimulating effect can be observed (in particular, the simplified procedure
of citizenship, regulations related to customs payments, the system of
privileges in higher education).

Within the framework of the issue of integration of repatriated young people,
there occur issues of long-term accommodation which are mainly aggravated
in the case of the transition from the temporary status of repatriation to the
permanent status.

Issues of access to educational services and health arising from the structural
integration process of repatriated young people mostly occur in the range of
repatriates’ status and following risks, as well as the limitations of awareness
mechanisms about the provided services.

In the social integration of repatriated young people, a decisive role is played
by both the circumstance of having relatives, friends or acquaintances in
Armenia, and the precedent among the acquaintances.
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= Inthe cultural integration of repatriated young people, on the one hand, there
is the favorable role of the language factor and, on the other hand, there is the
hindering factor because of the existing contradictions between the formed
expectations in the country of departure and the perceptions formed in
Armenia.

= Inthe process of integration of repatriates in Armenia, the trends of tolerance
and comfortable environment serve as the basis for cultural inclusion. At the
same time, some stereotypical perceptions and misunderstandings (especially
in the case of voluntary repatriates) regarding the motivations for repatriation
are still observed among Armenian residents.

= There is the problem of the formation of stable models of awareness of sense
of belonging conditioned by temporal factors (self-identification oriented to
the past, present, future) in the identity integration process of repatriated
young people.

= Encouraging repatriation is important to consider in the context of efforts
aimed at reducing and mitigating emigration, which will allow to avoid such
measures and interventions that may create a demand for social justice or an
ambiance of intolerance in the society.
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