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Abstract: During the 44-day Karabakh war of 2022, Artsakh (Karabakh) and Armenia suffered serious territorial and
human losses, which caused severe negative consequences. The war radically changed public sentiments in Armenia.
Besides, after the war, the prices of essential goods in Armenia started to increase rapidly, gradually worsening the
social condition of broad population segments. The negative consequences of the war are especially severe in the Syunik
region, borders with Azerbaijan and has strategic impol0rtance for the national security of Armenia, particularly in the
border community of Goris, which is the last town on the only communication road between Armenia and Artsakh. These
two influential factors might initiate public protests in Goris — an area of exceptional importance for the national Security
of Armenia, worsening social cohesion and destroying the social order. The article represents the evaluation of
multidimensional protest potential in Goris in the context of the political culture of the community population and the
situation after the war. The political culture of the Goris community is identified in the frame of the theory of S.Almond
and S.Verba. The analysis is carried out on the basis of sociological survey data collected in the Goris community in
April 2022. The dimensions of the protest potential include lack of loyalty to the authorities, socio-economic conditions
of the population, the fact of the 44-day war, the course of the war and its consequences, and future relations with Turkey
and Azerbaijan. The best-allied countries of Armenia in the Artsakh matter were revealed in population attitudes. The
perception of public protest probability in Goris is estimated. A mathematical model is built to explain the interactions
between protest potential and political culture components and their multidimensional impact on loyalty to the
authorities.
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Udthnthnd. 2022 pywluih 44-oypw wunkpuqunid Upgwfup b Zuguwunmwih pnipe wwpwdpuyhl i
dwppluyhll qquyh §npniuwnbbpp huwbqbgphi jupun puguuwlwi Abnbwiphbph: Munkpuqgihg hkun
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npnruwnbikpp b phwlsnipyul unghuwy-ninbuwlul Jhdwlh Junpupugnidp hgnp gnpénbiakp ki, npnip
b ypdwlp EG Qnphunid wpwowghly hwuwpwlwlwl pngnph gnygbp: Znpywénid GEphuyugyus b
Qnphnid pnnpnph GEkpnidh puquusunp qhuwhunnwlwap plwlpsnippul punupulwi dowlnyph
hbnmyuwnbkpugqujulb ppudpdulh hwdwnbpunnid: nppup phwlsnipiul pungupwlui Uowlnigpen
phnipwgpyly Q. Updnbnh & U. YEppuyh wnkunipyul ppowinuabpnid: Epnidnipini bl ppuluinugky b
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Ghunnundp skqnpninilp, phwlsnippui unghuy-nbnkuwlul yuplwbbbpp, 44-oppuw wwwnbpuqgilh
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ul ppubg puquusunh wgnbgnipniip popruinipinibbbpnh hubnky sbqnpnijpyul ypuw:
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Pwtunh puntp. 44-opyw wunnkpugl, pnpnph bbpnid, punupulpul dowinype, Ynphu huluylp, dupbdunplulul
unnky

MOJIUTUYECKAS KYJIbTYPA U TIPOTECTHBIN IMOTEHIIUAJI B TOPUCE
CamBes MaHyKsAH
Kangunat connonormueckux Hayk, AHamutuk [ HKO «l{eHTp 00mIecTBeHHBIX CBsI3ei 1 MHPOPMAITUID TPU
amnmapare npemMbep-MUHUCTpa PA
Cona ba0daxansn
Koopaunatop npoextoB HITO «IlapTHepcTBo 1 00ydeHue»

Pe3tome: B xode 44-onesnoii eounvt 2022 200a Apyax u Apmenusi noneciu cepvesHvle MepPUMOPUAIbHbIE U
yenoseueckue NOMepU, 4mo Gbl36alo msdicenvle HeamusHvle nociedcmeusi. Ilocie 60liHbl 6 KOPHE UBMEHUIUCH
obwecmsennvle Hacmpoenus 8 Apmenuu, a makaice Cmany ObICIPO PaAcmu YeHvl Ha MO8aApbl NEPEOTLL HEOOXO0OUMOCU 8
Apmenuu, umo euje bovbuLe YXYOUUTO COYUATIbHOE NON0NCEHUe Hacerenust. Hecamusnvie nociedcmeust 80iiHbl 0COOEHHO
cepvesnvl 6 CIOHUKCKOM paiione, Zpanuuaujem ¢ A3epoatiodicanom u uMelowem cmpamecuyeckoe 3HaueHue Ois
HAYUOHALHOU OE30NACHOCMU CIPAHbL, 0CODEHHO 8 NPUSPaHUUHOM 20pode I opuc, KOmopwlil A6NAEeMCs NOCICOHUM
20p00OM HA eOUHCMBEHHOM nymu coobujenus mencoy Apmenuei u Apyaxom. Boennvie nomepu u yxyouwienue
COYUATLHO-DKOHOMUYECKO20 COCMOSIHUSL HACENeHUs. - MOWHblEe (YAKmMopul, CHOCOOHbIE UHUYUUPOBAMb MACCOBbIE
npomecmol 6 lopuce. B cmamve npedcmasnena MHO2OMEPHAS OYeHKA npomecmuozo nomenyuara 6 lopuce 6
KOHMeKcme —NOAUMUYECKOU  KYIbmypbl HAceleHus U nociesoenHou cumyayuy. Ilorumuyeckas Kyiomypa
udenmuuyuposarna 8 pamrax meopuu 1. Aimonoa u C. Bepool. Ananus nposeden Ha 0CHO8E OAHHBIX COYUONOSULECKO2O
uccredoganus, npogedennozco 6 lopuce 6 anpene 2022 200a. Ilposedena oyenxa npomecmHoco NOMEHYUANQ,
00YCNI061EHHO020 HUZKUM YPOGHEM JIOSLIbHOCMU 6 OMHOUWEHUU NOAUMUYECKOU 61aCTU, COYUATbHO-IKOHOMUYECKUM COC-
MOosiHUeM Haceienust, nocreocmeusimu 44-0HegHoil 60UHbL, A MAKJICe OPUYUATLHBIM OUCKYPCOM O NePCHeKmueax
omnowenuti ¢ Typyueil u Azepbaiiodcanom. Buvlsienena 8blcoKas ePOSIMHOCIb Pearu3ayun NPOMeCmHO20 NOMEHYUaLd
uepes maccosuvle npomecmuvle akyuu. Illocmpoena mamemamuyeckas MoOesb, 00BICHAIOWAS 83AUMOOCUCMBUE KOMNO -
HEHMO8 NPOMeCmHO20 NOMEHYUATA, NOTUMUYECKOU KYIbMYPbl U YPOGHSL N0SIbHOCIU 6 OMHOUWEHUU GLACTIU.
KnrwueBbie ciioBa: 44-0nesnas solina, npomecmuuliit HOMEHYUA, NOAUmMuieckas Kyiomypa, I opuc, mamemamuueckas mooen.

The Problem

The stages of Nagorno-Karabakh conflict are thoroughly and deeply explored (Zolyan, 1991; Markedonov,
2018; Cholakhyan, 2021). The Karabakh war of 27 September — 9 November, 2020, also called a 44-day
war, has been already studied through the lenses of public opinion on Armenia's foreign policy orientations
(Atanesyan, Mkrtichyan, 2021).

During and after the 44-day war, Armenia and the Republic of Artsakh (Karabakh) suffered serious
losses. Not only the security zone, but also the significant parts of the Hadrut and Shushi regions of the
former Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Region, including the strategically important towns of Shushi and
Hadrut, came under the control of Azerbaijan. The territory under control of Artsakh became smaller than
the territory of the Nagorno Karabakh Autonomous Region as in1988, when the Karabakh conflict in its
modern phase started. The second Vardenis-Martakert road connecting Armenia and Artsakh, which was
built in 2015, is under the control of Azerbaijan now. The length of the borders between Artsakh and
Azerbaijan, as well as between Armenia and Azerbaijan, has increased significantly. Many villages of
Armenia, which were located in a safe zone from a military point of view, have turned into border
settlements. Armenia’s role as the guarantor of Artsakh's security has greatly decreased and in fact is
nominal. The security of Artsakh is provided by Russian peacekeeping forces. They also ensure the security
of the only way of communication road between Artsakh and Armenia passing through Armenian
community of Goris.

Syunik region, which borders with Azerbaijan, has strategic importance for the national security of
Armenia, and the town Goris as well as surrounding villages control the only communication road
connecting Armenia with Artsakh. Public unrest in Goris can cause severe consequences. Hence
investigation of multidimensional conflict potential in Goris is of very importance. As the forms and
sharpness of public unrest are conditioned also by the type of political culture of people, it is important to
identify characteristics of local political culture in the Goris community.

The article represents the results and analysis of a sociological survey conducted in April 2022, in the
Goris community, to identify the political culture of the local population, as well as to evaluate the
multidimensional protest potential accumulated in the context of political culture and the current situation.
The public protest probability perception in the Goris community is estimated. A mathematical model
explaining the interconnections between the components of the protest potential, local political culture, the
degree of loyalty to the authorities, and the protest probability perception is constructed.

Methodology
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The analysis is based on sociological survey in Goris community. Sample type —multistage stratified
clustered. Sample size — 312. The sample includes all settlements of Goris community?.

The type of political culture was identified within the theory of Civic Culture (Almond and Verba,
1992). For this purpose, the following components (variables) of political culture were used: interest in
politics, sense of political competence, sense of political subjectivity, the conventional and non-
conventional forms of political and civic participation, trust to political leaders and government officials.

The dimensions of the protest potential include variables representing the lack of loyalty to the
authorities, socio-economic conditions of the population, the fact of the 44-day war, the course of the war
and its consequences, as well as future relations with Turkey and Azerbaijan.

Principal Component Analysis of 39 variables representing political culture and protest potential is
used to develop a mathematical model, which explains the dynamics of loyalty towards the political course
of the country and perception of public protest probability. The 10 extracted Factors (Components) explain
67% of the initial variables’ total variance. The “Oblimin” method of oblique rotation is used for Factor
identification.

The mathematical model is built by logical mapping. The Structure Matrix Coefficients are used to
represent the strength of links between the Factors.

The following scale is used for qualitative interpretation of the political culture and protest potential
variables’ level:

= 0-20% - very low level,

= 20-40% - low level,
= 40-60% - average level,
= 60-80% - high level,
= 80-100% - very high level.
The results of the research have an orienting meaning.

The results

Components and type of political culture in Goris

Assessments of political interest, competence, and subjectivity. The interest of the population in politics,

their political competence and subjectivity assessments are at an average level in Goris (Figure 1):
Figure 1. Characteristics of political interest, competence and subjectivity of the population of Goris, %

People interested in politics 59%

People who consider that they

understand the internal politics of 61%
Armenia well
People who consider that they
understand Armenia's current foreign _ 55%

policy well.

People who believe that their
political participation can influence
the decisions of the authorities

40%

Conventional political participation. As for conventional (permitted by law) political participation,
electoral participation is high in Goris, and the prevalence of other forms of political participation is quite
low (Figure 2).

Figure 2. Characteristics of conventional political participation of Goris population, %

2Total population in Goris community at 1 January, 2022 is 29,679including: town Goris (21,712), Akner (1,117), Dazhravan (105),
Hartashen (678), Khndzoresk (1,918), Nerkin Khndzoresk (231), Karahunj. (1,342), Shurnukh (145), Verishen (2,094), Vorotan
(272).
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Those who took part in the elections to _ oy
the National Assembly in June 2021. °
Those who participated in the local

government elections of Goris...

Those who participate in meetings and
0,
rallies in their place of residence. _ 31%

Those who participate in or support any -

e 21%
public initiative.
Those who are members of a public -
15%

organization.

Those who are party members. l 6%

Unconventional political participation. Non-conventional forms of public protest (Milbrath, 1965)
in Armenia, particularly participation in unauthorized meetings, blockade of state administration buildings,
blocking of intercity roads, and resistance to police, emerged and began to develop along with the Karabakh
movement since 1987. They were especially intense in 1988-1991, 1997-2003, and 2008. In those years,
they had political content and were led by political parties.

Since 2010, the intensity of public movements in Armenia has increased dramatically. They had the
content of protecting of nature, monuments, social interests, and rights of the population. Mass social
movements took place not only in Yerevan, but also in the regions, especially in regional cities. These
movements where organized by non-governmental organizations and civil activist groups. The
development of NGOs and civil activist groups in Armenia started in 1996 with funding from the western
foundations and state structures. Gradually, these movements began to take on a mass character and, more
importantly, began to put forward political demands as well. The change of government that took place in
2018 was the result of a public movement. This change was enthusiastically received by a significant part
of the population of Armenia.

The experience of non-conventional protest participation in Goris in 2021 is given in figure 3. For
comparison, the same chart shows the values of the same characteristics for all cities in Armenia, except
Yerevan (CRRC Caucasus Barometer, 2019).2

Figure 3. Non-conventional political participation in Goris (2021) and cities in Armenia (2019), %

0%
0%

13% o 13%
4% 139 0% 14%

4%
I14% I12% W 7 . 8%

Goris Cities Goris Cities Goris Cities Goris Cities

Those who Those who Those who Those who
participated in = participated in participated in = participated in
unauthorized road closuresin blockade of resistance to law

protests Goris state enforcement
administration bodies in Goris
buildings
B Yes W No

At first glance, it may seem that the participation in non-conventional protests in Goris is quite low
compared to the cities of Armenia. However, 13-14% of respondents refused to answer the questions about
non-conventional political participation in 2021 in Goris, and during the "Caucasus Barometer 2019"
survey, only about 0.5% refused to answer those questions in the cities of Armenia. In other words, a

3 Data are calculated by Caucasus research Resource Centers “Caucasus Barometer 2019”. Database is available on
https://www.crrc.am/barometer/
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significant part of people started to avoid answering such questions. Therefore, it is necessary to accept the
total percentage of positive answers and those who refused to answer as adequate estimates of non-
conventional political participation in Goris. In that case, as can be seen from the diagram, the levels of
non-conventional participation in Goris and the cities of Armenia are comparable.

Types of political culture. Medium-intensity forms of political participation are more common
among the population of Goris, particularly participation in elections of different levels. It prompts that, in
the context of Almond and Verba's concept, the political culture of the Goris population is mostly a subject
culture. Mathematical generalization of the political culture indicators confirmed that hypothesis (fig. 4). It
turned out that 75% of the population of Goris belongs to the subject political culture.

Figure 4. Volumes of segments of political culture types in Goris, %

Participatory political culture [N 14%

Subject political culture |G 7 5 %
Patriarchal political culture [ 11%

Protest potential in Goris

The protest potential in Goris due to the socio-economic situation. The statistical data of The State
Statistical Committee of Armenia shows that the consumer prices in Armenia drastically arise in the period from
January 2018 to May 2022 (

Figure 5).

Figure 5. The percentage changes of the consumer price index compared to the corresponding month of the
previous year, 2018-2022 (Socio-Economic Situation ..., 2022, %)

9,6 9,0

5,9

3,5

2,9 2,8 6,5

-0,5
1,6

1357911135791113579111357911135
2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Accordingly, the attitudes towards the socio-economic situation in Goris were unfavorable (fig. 6).
The majority of the population assessed the economic situation in Goris as bad and it has worsened over
the last year. More than half of the population is pessimistic in assessing the change in the economic
situation in the coming year. Thus, we can conclude from the data in the diagram, that the protest potential
due to the socio-economic situation in Goris was high.
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Figure 6. Components of economic protest potential, %

Those who assess the economic
situation in Goris as "Bad" or
"Rather bad"

79%

Those who believe that during the
past year the economic situation in
Goris has "worsened" or "rather
worsened"
Those who believe that the
economic situation in Goris will “get

73%

56%

worse” or “rather get worse” next
year

Figure 7. Components of the protest potential due to the 44-day war and its consequences, %

Those who believed that the Armenian
side was capable of winning the war
Those who believed that the Armenian
army was unprepared for war
Those who believed that the war could
have been avoided

Those who believed that it was possible to

[0)
end the war earlier 84%

Those who believed that after the war

o)
Armenia's regional role has decreased 61%

Those who believed that after the war
the regional role of Armenia has not
changed

N}
ES

Those who believed that after the war,
Armenia's regional role has increased

24%

Those who found it difficult to answer 6%

The protest potential due to war and its outcomes. This component of the protest potential was
assessed by a set of questions about various aspects of the war, namely: ‘was it possible to avoid the war,’
‘was it possible to win the war,” ‘was it possible to end the war earlier,” ‘was the Armenian army ready for
war?’” The question whether the regional role of Armenia increased or decreased as a result of the war was
also asked. The answers to the mentioned questions are given in the figure 7. Data shows that the questions
related to the war and its results caused a high protest potential among the population of Goris.

[EEN
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Figure 8. The protest potential due to possibilities of future improvement of relations with Turkey and Azerbaijan, %

"Which of the following statements is closer to your
opinion?"

The goal of Armenia should be the

return of territories

57%

It is necessary to form good
neighborliness with Turkey and
Azerbaijan

—
B
>

We must form good neighborliness

with Turkey and Azerbaijan and
27%

simultaneously seek to reclaim the
territories

Disagree with all the three
statements

Don't know I 5%

It should be noted that the analysis of the "Caucasian Barometer 2010" and "Caucasus Barometer
2012" databases show that 33.8% of the Armenian population was in favor of opening the roads between
Armenia and Turkey without any preconditions in 2010. And in 2012 the value of this indicator was 40.6%.

But according to our survey, the vast majority of Goris residents (85%) believe that the reopening of
roads between Armenia and Turkey and between Armenia and Azerbaijan "definitely creates threats” or
“rather creates threats” for Armenia (fig. 9).

Figure 9. The protest potential due to opening of the roads between Armenia and Turkey and between Armenia and
Azerbaijan, %

10%

"In your opinion, does the opening of roads between Armenia
and Azerbaijan and between Armenia and Turkey create more
opportunities for the development of Armenia or more threats?"

Definitely creates threats ||| GG -2
Rather creates threats _ 23%

Rather creates opportunities - 7%
Definitely creates opportunities | 1%

Don'tknow [} 8%

Generalizing the data in Figure 8 and Figure 9 brought to the conclusion that the decision to build
good neighborliness with Turkey and Azerbaijan without seeking to reclaim the lost territories, and
unblocking the roads with those countries creates a strong public protest potential.

Opportunities to return territories, the forms of its realization, deadlines of realization, and
allies. The overwhelming majority of the Goris population (79%) considers the return of the lost territories
possible (fig. 10).
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In addition, 67% of the population considers it possible through the joint use of military and diplomatic
means. 65% of the population think that the return of the lost territories is possible by gaining allies. About
39% of population think that Armenia is ready to return the lost territories just now or within 5 years.

The majority of the Goris, population (77%) consider that Russia is the best ally in the issue of the
return of territories. France is the best ally according to 37% of the population, and by the opinion of 27%
of the population, the best ally is Iran.*

The peculiarity of the public sentiments is that 22% of the respondents consider that Armenia has no
allies in the matter of the return of the lost territories.

Allies of Armenia in the perceptions of the population of Goris. For 35 years now, the strongest
factor that polarizes the political forces in Armenia is the geopolitical orientation of Armenia.® Russian
orientation has traditionally been very high in Armenian society. However, since 2013, there has been a
decrease in orientation towards Russia. According to the "Caucasian Barometer 2013" survey in Armenia,
84% of the population considered Russia the friendliest country for Armenia. But, according to the
“Caucasus Barometer 2021 survey data, only 34% of the respondents gave the same answer. Moreover,
the number of people who consider France to be the friendliest country has gradually increased
significantly, from 4% in 2013 to 37% in 2021. On the other hand, the number of people who consider
Armenia does not have the friendliest country increased from 5% in 2013 to 19% in 2021.

However, the picture is different in Goris (fig. 11).

Figure 10. Attitudes in relation to the return of territorial losses, %

‘WHICH OF THE OPINIONS IS CLOSER TO YOURS?
The lost territories can be returned  [NNNNIININEGEGEGEGEGEEEEEEEE /9%
The lost territories cannot be returned [ 15%
Don'tknow [l 6%
HOW IS IT POSSIBLE?
It is possible through diplomacy and military force. [N 59%
It is possible through diplomacy. [l 11%
It is possible by military means. [l 8%
Don'tknow [ 2%
The question is not applicable [N 21%
IS THAT POSSIBLE ALONE OR WITH AN ALLY?
Territories can be returned with an ally [N 65%
Territories can be returned independently [l 10%
Don'tknow Ml 5%
The question is not applicable [INIEGE 21%
WHAT TIME IS NEEDED TO RETURN THE...
We are ready just today Bl 7%
Within 5 years N 32%
Within 10 years N 20%
More than 10 years B 12%
It will never happen | 1%
Don't know [ 8%
The question is not applicable N 21%
‘WHO IS OUR BEST ALLY IN THAT ISSUE?
Russia [I—— 77%
France [N 37%
Iran [N 27%
USA N 13%
Nobody N 22%

4 The sum of the percentages is greater than 100 because the two answers were allowed.
5In Armenia issues related to social order were eliminated from the political agenda during the first 5 years of independence.
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Figure 11. Armenia's best political allies and economic partners, %
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The research revealed that 83% of the population consider Russia the best political ally of Armenia
and 84% the best economic partner. From these points of view, France is significantly behind Russia. Only
27% of the Goris population consider France as the best political partner of Armenia. It is important to note
that Iran is in second place as a political ally of Armenia (52%), which is also significantly higher than
France. However, as an economic partner, France is in second place (45%), and Iran is in third place (31%).
It should be noted that two answers were allowed to those questions.

The loyalty level to the political course of Armenia and the probability of protest actions

Predictions and expectations of political scientists of favorable development in Armenia after the change
of power in April 2018 (Arzumanyan, 2019) did not come true. The loyalty to the political course of
Armenia among the Goris population is low. 75% of people believe that Armenia is moving in the wrong
direction (fig. 12).

Trust towards Armenian political leaders and government officials is also low in Goris. They are not
trusted by 85% and 54% of people respectively. And 46% of the population tries not to deal with
government officials at all. The likelihood of protests within the next year in Goris is assessed. The number
of people who consider protest actions probable and the number of those who do not consider protest actions
probable is approximately the same. Based on the opinion distribution data the probability of protests in
Goris during the coming year is assessed as roughly equal to 0.55.

The Model of Political Culture and Protest Potentials

A mathematical model is built which reveals and demonstrates the interrelationships between the
components of political culture, the components of protest potentials, the loyalty of the population, and
protest probability in Goris® (Figure 13). The main purpose of the model is to show how the political loyalty
of the Goris population (the dependent variable) and the protest probability (the dependent variable) are
conditioned by the political culture and the protest potentials components. This goal-setting is important
from the point of view of evaluating the possible scenarios of political developments in Goris, as well as
from the point of view to control the developments of these scenarios.

6For description of the Model development see Methodology.
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Figure 12. Loyalty to Armenia’s political course and the likelihood of expressions of protest, %

Armenia is moving in the wrong direction || R NN /50

Armenia is moving in the right direction [l 15%
Don'tknow [l 10%

People who do not trust the political leaders [N 85%
People who do not trust the officials [N 54%
People who avoid to deal with officials [N 46%

The protest will certainly be [l 12%

The protests are likely to be [ NG 46%

The protests are unlikely to be [ NG 29%
The protests will not be [l 8%

Don'tknow [l 6%

The circles in the model represent the identified factors. The names of the factors are written on the
circles. The lines connecting the vertices are the interactions between the factors. Blue lines mean that the
factors are positively correlated. Red lines mean that the factors are negatively correlated. The thickness of
the lines means the strength of the relation. In order not to overload the model, only the lines representing
the relatively strong effects are shown in the figure.

Arrows indicate the logically based direction of connection. When building the model, it was assumed
that factor F1 only bears the influence of other factors. F1 does not affect another factor. In the case of the
remaining factors, it was assumed that the linked factors interact (arrows are double-headed).

Let's look at the main provisions arising from the model. The first statement is that none of the
identified factors is significantly correlated with “F8. Protest probability" factor.” In other words, the
political culture, its elements and the multidimensional potential of protest do not affect the assessment of
the protest probability.

As expected, the model shows that “F4. Protest potential from war outcomes" and "F5. Socio-
economic protest potential” components reduce the loyalty to the authorities and their policies (F1).
Moreover, they are the most powerful components that reduce loyalty.

A rather unexpected and interesting result is that an increase in the "F6. Civic participation”
component also decreases people's loyalty (F1). It should be noted that the factor F6 includes those persons
who participate in public movements and/or are members of public organizations. In other words, it is the
part of the society that most actively participated in the revolution of 2018. Nevertheless, the attitudes of
that part of the society [in Goris] towards the direction of politics in Armenia changed significantly.

7Factor F8 is the only one composed of only one variable: "How likely is it that there will be expressions of public protest in Goris
in the next one year?"
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Figure 13. The model of interaction of political culture components, protest potential components, loyalty level,
and protest probability in Goris

F8 Prot@mmry
oy

F5 Socloecon

Fé Clvl@wnlhn
F4 Protest poltn@m war outcomes

Fr Reconc@ inclination

On the other hand, it should be noted that "F1. Loyalty" factor is positively correlated with "F10.
Opinion Leadership" factor. This factor unites members of parties and those who, in political discussions,
strive for the interlocutor to eventually accept their opinion. It should be noted that there are relatively more
opinion leaders among supporters of the authorities. Loyalty to the authorities and its policies is relatively
higher among people who participated in non-conventional forms of protest (F3). Let's remember that civil
participation (F6) and participation in non-conventional forms of protest (F3) are different characteristics.

The model shows that individuals who are relatively more interested in politics and consider
themselves more competent in both domestic and foreign affairs of Armenia (F2), are more likely to be
opinion leaders (F10), have more Economic protest potential (F5) and they are a little bit more inclined to
reconciliation with Azerbaijan and Turkey (F7).

By comparing the provisions of the previous two paragraphs, it can be concluded that the loyalty to
the authorities is due to two strata with opposing worldviews. The first stratum consists mainly of activists
of the revolution of 2018, who are currently members of the ruling party or persons associated with them.
The second stratum consists mainly of politically competent persons who reject the improvement of
relations with Azerbaijan and Turkey. But on the other hand, as they are opinion leaders, they tend to
increase loyalty to the political course of Armenia. This is because the political leaders of Armenia declare
that the development of strategic relations with Russia is a priority for Armenia in foreign policy, and the
reduction of corruption and containment of oligarchs is priority in domestic policy.

Among those who have participated in non-conventional forms of protest (F3), civic participation is
lower (F6), the sense of political subjectivity is higher (F9), loyalty to the authorities is higher (F1), and
opinion leadership is higher (F10). The factor F3 defines the segment of population that, while not being
an activist of the revolution, still participated the revolution, achieved success and, based on their own
experience, believes that the success of the revolution is possible not due to civic participation, but due to
non-conventional actions.

Conclusions
The main results of the research and main conclusions derived from them are given below.
1. The population of Goris mainly belongs to the subject culture, although the layer bearing
the participatory culture is quite developed.
2. The protest potential in Goris is high due to the social-economic situation, the 2020
Karabakh war and its consequences.
3. The protest potential in Goris is also high as a reaction to perspectives and risks of the peace
agenda including unblocking of regional roads in Armenia for Azerbaijan and Turkey.
4. Conventional forms of political participation in Goris have a high potential for
consolidating the population.
5. Loyalty to Armenia's official politics is low in Goris, including the level of trust toward
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Armenia's political leaders and government.

6. As a result, in the Goris local government elections held in October 2021, the main
opposition party won 61.9% of the vote, and the ruling party 35.3% accordingly.

7. Protest probability in Goris in the coming year is estimated as 0.55.

8. The experience of non-conventional political participation in Goris is comparable to its
average level in Armenia, which is quite high. In the case of protest potentials consolidation, it can
have serious effects on the political process.

9. The idea of returning the territories lost during 2020 Karabakh war, has a great unifying
potential in Goris. Russia is seen as the most important ally of Armenia in this regard.

10. In general, Russia is perceived as Armenia's most important political ally and most
important economic partner. The second political ally is Iran, and the third is France. As an economic
partner, France is the second and Iran is the third.

11.  The policy aimed at the withdrawal of Armenia from the CSTO, or the destruction of the
Armenian-Russian relations in the field of defense, might actualize the protest potential in Goris.
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