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non-standard hypotheses and applying innovative research methods.

The Editorial Board of the journal is committed to expanding the range of authors by
inviting researchers from universities around the world. The Journal is trilingual and
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detailed guidelines at https://journals.ysu.am/index.php/bulletin-ysu-
sociology/about/submissions#authorGuidelines ).

The Journal of Sociology is indexed in DOAJ, EBSCO, CROSSREF, CYBERLENINKA,
and is included in the list of peer-reviewed journals approved by the state commission on
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for the submission and publication of manuscripts.
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YOUTH PERCEPTIONS OF THE WAR IN UKRAINE AND ITS
POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES (ON THE CASE OF ARMENIAN
YOUTH IN YEREVAN)*
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Abstract. To discover the geopolitical orientation and opinions of the Armenia’s youth
regarding the war in Ukraine in the context of regional security issues, a sociological study was
conducted in Yerevan and Armenia’s provinces in 2022. It was carried out by specialists from
the Faculty of Sociology of the Yerevan State University, in cooperation with the Konrad
Adenauer Foundation office in Armenia, and Socies expert center. The study aimed to discover
the youth’s perceptions of the reasons for the war in Ukraine, which started on February 24,
2022, including its possible impact on the region. The research was carried out from October
22,2022 to November 22, 2022 with youth (18-35 age group) residing in Yerevan (the capital
of Armenia) and all provinces of Armenia, using the focus group discussion method. In this
paper, we discuss conclusions drawn from focus group discussions with Yerevan residents. The
perceptions of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict by Armenia’s youth refers to its geopolitical
nature, to the interests of Russia, NATO, EU, USA, Turkey in the post-Soviet space, as well as
to personal qualities, approaches, and issues of the leaders of Russia and Ukraine. In general,
according to Armenian young people, Armenia should remain as neutral as possible in its
position on the war in Ukraine, taking no side in this conflict.

Key words: War in Ukraine, Russia, Karabakh War, youth, Armenia, perceptions,
interests, regional security
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AHHOTANMS. /[ bISICHEHUST 2eONOUMUYECKOL OPUEHMAYUU U 832151006 APMSHCKOU
MON00edICU Ha BOUHY 8 YKpaune 8 KOHMeKCme 80NpoCo8 pecuoHaibHol bezonacnocmu, 6 2022
200y 6 Epesane u obonacmsx Apmenuu 6vi10 nposedero coyuonocuyeckoe ucciedosanue. Ezco
npogenu  cneyuamucmol  akyremema  coyuonouu  Epeeanckoco  20cy0apcmeennozo
yHUGepcumema 8 compyoHuuecmee ¢ ogucom Donoa Kowpaoa Aodenayspa 6 Apmenuu u
akcnepmuo-ananumudeckum yewmpom Coyuec. Hccnedosanue HanpaeneHo Ha 6blsAGIEHUE
npeocmagienuil MoIOOEeXHC O NPUYUHAX BOUHbL 8 YKpauHe, 6 MOM YUCIE O ee B03MOICHOM
enusHUU HA peuot. Hccaedosanue npogoounocs ¢ 22 okmsaopsa 2022 2ooa no 22 noabpsa 2022
200a cpedu monodedicu (6ospacmuasn epynna 18-35 nem), npoarcusarowetl 8 Epesane (cmonuye
Apmenuu) u 60 6cex obracmsx Apmenuu, ¢ UCHOIb308AHUEM MEMOOA (OKYC-2PYyNNosbIX
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obcyscoenutl. B oannotl cmamve Mvl 06Ccyimcoaem 6b1800bl, COENAHHBIE 8 X00€ OUCKYCCUll 8
@oxyc-epynnax ¢ scumenimu Epesana. Bocnpusimue ykpauHcko2o KOHDIUKMA MOIOOENCHIO
Apmenuu ceazano ¢ e2o 2eonorumuieckol npupooou, ¢ unmepecamu Poccuu, HATO, EC,
CILLA, Typyuu na nocmco8emckom npOCMpPaHcmee, a maKdice ¢ IUUHOCHHbIMU KAUeCmeaMmu,
nooxodamu u gzensoamu audepog Poccuu u Ykpaunvl. B yenom, no MHeHUur apMsHCKOU
Monodencu, Apmenust OOINCHA OCMABAMbCS. MAKCUMATILHO HEUMPATIbHOU 8 C80el NO3UYUU 6
OMHOWLeHUY BOUHbL HA YKpauHe, He 3aHUMAsL HUYbell CMOPOHbL 8 DMOM KOHpIUKMe.

KiroueBble ciioBa: goiuna 6 Ykpauwe, Poccus, kapabaxckas 60iUHA, MOL00ediCy,
Apmenus, npedcmagienus, UHmepecsl, pecUoHaIbHas 6E30NACHOCD

RESEARCH PROBLEM

The war in Ukraine that started on February 24, 2022, was a consequence of
fundamental problems in the Russian-Ukrainian political relations, the escalation of
disagreements, lack of conflict resolution mechanism, and involvement of third
parties in the Russian-Ukrainian confrontation, which intensified and expanded the
conflict. Being close nations in geographic, economic, military, political,
demographic, religious, historical, cultural, and other senses, the Russian and
Ukrainian nations were also founding republics of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR) and have been the main pillars of the Soviet security structure.
The circumstances of unity, common history, and mutual strategic irreplaceability
underlined a combined effort by both states to mutually exclude any disagreement
or sources of conflict. One manifestation of the close relationship between the
Russian and Ukrainian nations was the decision of the USSR Supreme Soviet to
transfer Crimea, which had been part of Russia since 1783, from the Russian Soviet
Federative Socialist Republic to the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic (February
19, 1954). The decision was made “to commemorate the 300" anniversary of the
reunification of Ukraine with Russia” and to “evince the boundless trust and love the
Russian people feel toward the Ukrainian people” (Kramer, 2016).

The collapse of the Soviet Union and the independence of fifteen new republics,
including Russia and Ukraine, created new possibilities and challenges, including
those in the security domain, for each of those republics. While closely cooperating
with Russia within the Commonwealth of Independent States - of which it was one
of the founding members (together with Russia and Belarus (Malishev, 2019) -
Ukraine rejected repeated offers by Russia to enter the Collective Security Treaty
Organization (CSTO) and to become part of a unified security complex together with
Russia and a number of other post-Soviet republics.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Ukraine, along with many other former
Soviet republics (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova
and Uzbekistan) participated in a multitude of NATO programs, but none of those
programs led to membership in that security organization. The relationship dynamics
between Russia and Ukraine took a turn after the Ukrainian “Orange Revolution”
that took place in November 2004 which—just as in the case of the Georgian “Rose
Revolution” that took place a year earlier (2003)—rejected post-Soviet heritage
(including non-democratic regimes) and attempted to move the country out of
Russia’s sphere of influence and align Ukraine with Europe (Fairbanks, 2004).
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Active participants in Ukraine’s “Orange Revolution” included pro-Western
political opposition, NGOs, and nationalist forces (Lane, 2008), which, according to
analyses, were under the influence of Western soft power (Nye, 1990), and,
consequently opposed the prospects of maintaining on a future with Russia based on
the two country’s common past. This is why the Ukrainian revolution has also been
compared to the 1968 anti-Soviet anti-socialist (anti-Russian) revolution in Prague
(“Prague Spring” (Aslund, 2010)).

Since its independence, Ukrainian foreign policy geared towards expanding and
intensifying cooperation with the European Union, including: Ukraine’s participation
in EU’s Eastern Partnership initiative; signing the Association Agreement with EU;
Ukraine’s inclusion in the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area; the
establishment of a visa-free regime between Ukraine and EU; and, because of the 2022
the war in Ukraine, Ukraine becoming an EU candidate member (Sologub, 2022). The
Ukrainian leadership did not hide their pro-European sentiments or the steps they took
to further integrate with Europe, but it was during the “Orange Revolution” that these
sentiments took nationalist and anti-Russian overtones. These changes put Ukraine on
a different path than Armenia in terms of their cooperation with the EU, with the latter
trying to constantly balancing its relations between Russia and the West (Terzyan,
2019).

A further concern for Russia has been Ukraine’s and Georgia’s anti-Russian
policies after the “Color Revolutions” as well as NATO’s engorgement on Russia’s
borders by expanding to include new members in Eastern Europe after the collapse
of the Soviet Union.

In this time period, Russia and Ukraine reanimated some of their historical
disputes. Some of these disagreements escalated, highlighted and promoted—
sometimes artificially—to sow discord among both societies towards each other. On
the one hand, Russian society and elites continued to consider Ukraine a country
close and important to them, and considered Ukrainian and Russian nations to have
common roots creating a need by Russia to block Ukraine from orienting towards
Europe and consequently towards an anti-Russian path. On the other hand, anti-
Russian sentiment in Ukraine was becoming the state rhetoric, a part of the social
mentality. However, even with these escalating divides, Russia and Ukraine still
shared a number of common issues including: Russian language (which was
widespread in Ukraine and was on par with Ukrainian in terms of usage); the
existence of a significant number of Russian-Ukrainian families through
intermarriage; the Russian Black Sea Fleet stationed at the Crimean city of
Sevastopol; the Russian fuel supply to Ukraine (at reduced rates); and the Russian
fuel transit through Ukrainian territory to European countries. The Black Sea Fleet
and its deployment in Crimea in particular had a historically important strategic
significance for Russia, including the prevention of possible threats from Turkey (as
a member of NATO) in the Black Sea. Since the collapse of the Soviet Union,
international land-rental agreements were signed between Russia and Ukraine to
secure the deployment of the Russian fleet in the Black Sea. In 2010 these
agreements were extended to last until 2042.

Meanwhile several issues started aggravating the Ukraine-Russia bilateral
relations. Thus, the Ukrainian leadership periodically requested the reduction of
Russian gas prices sold to Ukraine, which was rejected by Russia on the grounds that
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the price of natural gas supplied to Ukraine was almost at the internal Russian market
price. As a response, the Ukrainian political elite regularly called for the annulment of
rental contracts and agreements on the deployment of Russian Black Sea Fleet in
Crimea. Alternatively, there were calls for increasing the rent of land lease so high to
make it impractical for Russia to pay the lease.

Moreover, after the “Orange Revolution” the pro-European aspirations of the
Ukrainian society became less compatible with the policies of the pro-Russian
President V. Yanukovych and the Party of Regions he led. The pro-European
sentiments of the post-revolution Ukrainian opposition and its strengthening social
basis contributed to another internal political crisis. One of the main reasons leading
to mass protest in 2013 was the postponement of signing a cooperation agreement
with the EU. Thus, for six years, Kiev had been negotiating an agreement to
strengthen its political and economic cooperation with the EU which was set to be
signed in November 2013 at the then-upcoming Eastern Partnership Summit in
Vilnius. It was around that time that Russia proposed Ukraine join the Moscow-led
Customs Union (later known as the Eurasian Economic Union), but Kiev rejected
the offer. As a response Moscow put direct pressure on Yanukovych and forced the
signing of the EU-Ukraine association agreement to be postponed.

A similar situation occurred with Armenia preceding the Vilnius Eastern
Partnership Summit. Up until that point, an extensive and transparent process of
preliminary bilateral negotiations around the process of Armenia’s association with
EU was conducted, but on September 3, 2013, after a meeting with the Russian
President in Moscow, Armenia’s President, Serzh Sargsyan announced that Armenia
will instead join the Russian-led Customs Union. Consequently, the signing of the
association agreement with the EU was postponed indefinitely leading to protests in
front of the Russian Embassy in Yerevan.

Meanwhile, anti-Russian protests in Ukraine had reached a level of mass public
demonstrations featuring thousands of people and turned into another “Velvet
Revolution” (Euromaidan), as a result of which, on February 22, 2014, the
Verkhovna Rada (parliament) of Ukraine recognized the administration of the pro-
Russian President Yanukovych as illegitimate and announced snap presidential
elections (Pishchikova, Ogryzko, 2014).

Kiev was leaving Russia’s traditional security sphere, turning from a territory of
vital significance for Russia into a pro-Western state, with a possible anti-Russian
leadership and a partially pro-Russian population. Ukraine was not only debating the
Russian presence, cooperation with Russia, and their common history (Pikulicka-
Wilczewska, Sakwa, 2016), but also the deployment of the Black Sea Fleet in Crimea,
which had a major significance for Russian military interest.

To secure, at least partially, its strategic presence in a changing Ukraine, on
March 16, 2014 and only a month after Euromaidan protests, a referendum was held
in Crimea. The disputed referendum received military and political assistance from
Russia and was supposed to address the desire of Crimea’s and Sevastopol’s
population and the local pro-Russian authorities to become part of Russia. On March
21, 2014, the State Duma of Russia confirmed the decision on incorporating the
Crimea Oblast and the city of Sevastopol into Russia. While the incorporation of
Crimea into Russia was supported both in Russia and in Crimea (according to the
results of the referendum) and was being called “Crimea’s return home”, in Ukraine
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and Western countries there was a radically negative sentiment, calling what
happened an annexation of Crimea by Russia.

The referendum and subsequent annexation of Crimea fueled similar sentiments
in the Donetsk and Luhansk Oblast (which both had sizeable ethnic Russian
population) where the local administration and the population to become secede from
Ukraine and become independent. These sentiments, which were supported by
Moscow, escalated the confrontation between the authorities of these Oblasts and Kiev
and further escalated the Russian-Ukrainian conflict.

These events led to a systemic detachment of Russian-Ukrainian relations at
political-institutional and public levels. Moreover, the confrontation between Russia
and the international community over Crimea’s disputed annexation by Russia
became the foundations to introduce sanctions against Russia, inadvertently leading
to the geographic expansion of the conflict.

The severance of Russian-Ukrainian relations, the bilateral propaganda of an
image of an enemy, territorial and human rights issues, the interests of global and
regional states, and a number of various other systemic factors, as well as insufficient
attempts at conflict resolution and the absence of necessary effort on both sides,
contributed to the rapid escalation of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict.

After the Crimean referendum, the escalating confrontation between Kiev and the
local authorities of the Donetsk and Luhansk Oblasts, as well as Russia’s support to the
population and authorities of these Oblasts led to Moscow recognizing the independence
of the Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics on February 21, 2022. The following
day, the Federal Council of Russia allowed the deployment of Russian armed forces
outside Russia’s territory, and on February 24, 2022, Russia started the war (official know
in Russia as “Special Military Operation” (Kotoulas and Wolfgang Pusztai (2022)).

Thus, the 2022 war in Ukraine was a consequence of an escalation of the
previous stages of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict. This conflict is multidimensional
and includes military, political, economic, demographic, informational, and cultural
components. Not only does it have a prospect of a long-drawn war and to escalate
further in the military and political senses, but it also has the potential to impact the
region’s economic, energy, and demographic securities (Bowen, 2022).

Apart from the systemic factors, the Russian and Ukrainian presidents’ personal
roles are also believed to be factors in the war in Ukraine. In the case of Russian
President V. Putin, his imperial aspirations are mentioned, them being explained by
Putin being a follower of the Russian foreign policy tradition (Marten, 2015). In that
context the launch of the Ukrainian war by Putin is considered to be a result of
erroneous calculations (Lebow, 2022).

Putin’s decision to transform the conflict with Ukraine into an all-out war could
be explained by his concerns about NATO’s expansion into Russia’s vital sphere of
influence. According to that point of view, the leaders of Western countries
intentionally did not value Russia’s security concerns thus provoking Putin to resort
to military action (Mearsheimer, 2022).

In the case of Ukrainian President V. Zelensky, it is his patriotic zeal (in his
regularly uncourteous addresses to Western colleagues to equip Ukraine with
weapons, financial-economic means, and other capabilities) or catering to the
interests of Western countries that are mentioned as contributing to the continuation
of the conflict (Pisano, 2022).
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Individual qualities of these countries’ leaders as well as the societal qualities
are often mentioned by (or on the) media and online platforms. Such discussions are
often outside the professional or even factual scopes; they insult the dignity of both
people and ethnicities and only escalate the hostility between the two states and
nations.

It should be mentioned, that as a result of Western sanctions against Russia, a
generally negative image of the Russian President and a generally positive image of
the Ukrainian President have been widely spread by the international media. This
has contributed to the further polarization of public opinion about the war in Ukraine
even in societies which geographically or otherwise are not connected to the conflict.

To a large extent, public opinion in Armenia on the war in Ukraine reflects the
perspectives of the global media, keeping in mind that these perspectives are
conditioned by Armenia’s internal and foreign policy agendas. Education, being the
most westernized institution in Armenia, has led to the more formally educated
young Armenians to be wary of the Russia’s ambiguous policy. Armenia’s youth,
whose future is on the political agenda, cannot remain indifferent to the security
challenges raised by the war in Ukraine. Unlike the older generation in Armenia that
has the experience of being citizens (along with Russians) of the Soviet Union, the
young generation’s perceptions about the conflict and the war, stems mostly from
situational or institutional foundations, rather than ideological or social ones.

RESEARCH DESCRIPTION

The research tried to address some issues via the focus group discussions,
including:

1. Present the ideas of the youth about the Russian-Ukrainian conflict
dynamics, including the direct and indirect parties in the conflict, its causes, and the
interests of the participants involved.

2. Assess the youth’s concerns regarding the probability of the expansion of
the war in Ukraine.

3. Find out the opinion of the youth about the possible impact of the Russian-
Ukrainian conflict and the war in Ukraine on the security of Armenia and Nagorno-
Karabakh, and on the current state of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

4. Discover the youth’s opinions about the possible consequences of the war in
Ukraine.

The focus group discussions were conducted via questionnaires. The discussion
participants were initially informed about the purpose of the research, the objectives,
the organizations implementing the research, the rights of the discussion participants,
and the protecting the privacy of opinions and answers they provide to the questions.
In this paper, the results of focus group discussions with young people residing in
Yerevan, the capital of Armenia, will be presented.

Six focus group discussions were conducted in Yerevan, with 45 participants
in sum, including 24 women and 21 men of 18-35 years old.
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RESEARCH RESULTS

Reasons of the Conflict

Among the reasons for the war in Ukraine, young people have mentioned
Russia’s actions (offensive, aggressive, preventive), as well as the West’s
(provocative, world-dividing) and Ukraine’s politics (aimed at the unification with
the European Union, treacherous from Russia’s perspective). Particularly, the
reasons mentioned for the conflict are:

e Russia’s desire to show off its power and superpower status to the world (it’s
also an attempt to restore the Soviet Union)

e the war was Russia’s reaction to the NATO-states’ unified policy against
Moscow (NATO provoked Russia)

e another process of world division is taking place, the territory of Ukraine
being one of the targets of that division

e Ukraine attempted to get out of Russia’s traditional influence and move
towards the West, which Russia considered as a threat to itself and tried to prevent
1t.

“Ukraine is trying to develop and does not see Russia as a source of
development, and is trying to get out from under it, and that is not in Russia’s
interest, that is why the war has started.”

Male, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

“European values or democracy were established in Ukraine; it was harmful to
Russia and it could not control it.”

Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

The discussion in all groups demonstrated sufficient awareness, in-depth
knowledge analytical skills, and approaches, of the youth. The following statement
is an example of a thought that concisely expresses the opinion of many participants
about the conflict dynamics:

“It started from Ukraine’s orientation, which wasn’t in Russia’s interest as a
superpower, and for that an excuse was needed to strike preemptively or use
the guide of the rescuer, to save Lugansk and Donetsk. It was initially planned
that Putin would occupy Ukraine, to bring the government to a pro-Russian,
instead of a pro-Western orientation. But when that was unsuccessful, it went
with its heroic, superman costume to free those two cities from the so-called
“Nazi Ukrainians”. It seems to me that the main reason [for the war-Ed.] are
the interests of the superpowers and the threats they perceive.”

Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

During the discussions, one widespread opinion was that Russia acted
preemptively to prevent further NATO’s expansion. According to this perspective,
Russia has tried to control Ukraine’s foreign policy to prevent its rapprochement
with the West, trying to prevent NATO from engorging on Russia’s immediate
border, and was met with retaliatory actions:
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“They [NATO-Ed.] wanted to put Russia in the same situation as Iran is in —
economic blockade, sanctions, etc., and Ukraine was a good tool to turn these
brotherly nations against each other and to weaken Russia. We see the
consequences now, how they are arming Ukraine, but not including it in NATO
so that they don’t send troops to Ukraine. In fact, there is no Russia-Ukraine
problem, it’s mainly a Russia-West problem, which is the logical continuation
of the Cold War.”

Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

“I think if this war had been avoided, the clash would have happened in a
different place at a different time, it would have been inevitable. I look at this
from the perspective of the Russia-USA conflict, I give very little importance
and role to Ukraine.”

Female 26-35 age group, Yerevan

The explanation of Russia’s actions as being reactive, and responsive, also
contained criticism, connected with the idea that it aimed at harming and causing
losses to Ukraine as a very close nation to Russia. At the same time, it’s noticeable
that evaluating the situation from various perspectives, instead of just direct
accusations against Russia, observations were also made about the provocative
actions of other parties in the conflict, including Western states, along with systemic
problems:

“Brzezinski’s The Grand Chessboard (the discussion participant refers to
(Brzezinski, 2006), eds.) tells that there is one superpower in the world, which
is the US, and it decides the pace at which life goes on in the world. And now
Russia has appeared, with ambitious Putin who, with his ideas and thoughts,
has the history and the reality of the Soviet Union being a powerful state, and
is trying to bring it back, so now that struggle is happening. Realizing it, the
US will never let another power rise and take everything into its hands, and
Russia is trying to counteract in every way. And in all of this, third world
countries, ourselves and Ukraine, are suffering in that conflict. Russia and the
US are fighting in Ukraine against each other.”

Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

Direct and indirect participants of the conflict

In all discussions, Russia and Ukraine, then Russia and the West (USA, NATO)
were mentioned as direct participants in the conflict. In cases where Ukraine and Russia
were mentioned as direct participants, the European Union, USA, and NATO from
Ukraine’s side, and individual CSTO countries (Belarus, Kazakhstan) from Russia’s
side, were mentioned as indirect participants or parties. Armenia wasn’t mentioned in
any discussions as a direct or indirect participant or party to the war in Ukraine.
Meanwhile, the Republic of Armenia has its own interests, which define Armenia’s
reaction to the conflict (more on this below).

In cases, where Russia and the West were mentioned as direct parties to this conflict
(in the context of a global conflict, including for the purpose of dividing Ukraine and
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Western presence in the Ukrainian territories), and USA, EU, United Kingdom, and
Israel were mentioned as active representatives on the Western side.
“I think that everything is being controlled by England and Israel. England is
in charge, at the heart of everything is England with its plan. But [ am in favor
of Russia because Ukraine is a Slavic nation and there was no point in joining
the West. What connection did the USA have with Ukraine? Russia has been
on their side their whole life. And now the US is building a nuclear power plant
in Ukraine, it’s building toxic laboratories. I’ve heard that Russia was angered
because the nuclear power plants built in Ukraine by the USA were to be
operational, and Russia was against it because if something happened, it would
spread into its country as well. In fact, the leader of Ukraine is weak, just like
in our country, he is like a puppet. See, the US provides weapons but doesn’t
do anything certain. It’s like a show because if the US was really against this,
this war would have been stopped long ago.”
Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

Those participants of the discussions, who considered the war in Ukraine in a
global context, as a manifestation of the superpower struggle, drew parallels between
this conflict and other modern conflicts in the post-Soviet space (Abkhazia, South
Ossetia, and Nagorno-Karabakh) and in the Middle East (Syria). From this
perspective, Turkey was mentioned as an actively involved third party in the war in
Ukraine, and, according to the participants, actively taking advantage of this conflict
under the guide of a mediator:
“Currently, Turkey is one of the only Western countries that doesn’t use
sanctions. On the contrary, it is developing good relations and the South Stream
gas pipeline. Turkey is profiting, it transits the gas, which will ensure both its
economic performance, as well as be a leverage on Europe. Like, look, the
transit is ours, we will close it, if we want to, we will open it, if we want to.
They can also increase the gas prices. It’s now presenting to be the state that
can be the mediator to keep the connection between Russia and Ukraine.”
Male, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

China was also mentioned as a state with certain involvement in the global
context of the war in Ukraine, guided by its own interests:
“It’s China, but China is supporting Russia because NATO is the second enemy
for them.”
Male, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

The war in Ukraine has had direct and indirect impacts on the South Caucasus
region. The three republics of which, according to the participants of the focus group
discussions, have different interests in this conflict, and have diverging approaches
towards it. Georgia, considers Russia as a threat, does not support it, and follows the
West’s lead. However, according to young people, this hasn’t necessarily made
Georgia pro-Ukrainian.

Azerbaijan, according to the participants of the discussion, has adopted a dual
approach: on the one hand, it ostentatiously presents itself as closely cooperating
with Russia, but on the other hand, indirectly supports Ukraine. That support is
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mutual: in 2020, during the Karabakh War, Ukraine supported Azerbaijan and
congratulated them afterward:

“Following the Azerbaijani press and news media, I can say that Azerbaijan is
extremely anti-Russian. It has sent enormous amounts of medical aid to
Ukraine and has expressed through statements that it stands by Ukraine. Lately,
a number of Azerbaijanis have provided assistance to the Ukrainian army.”
Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

“Ukraine’s president, who officially congratulated Azerbaijan that they won,
called them a brotherly state, etc. I don’t know how they can be a brotherly
state. In this case, it would be shameful for us, if, knowing this, we expressed
some kind of a positive attitude [towards Ukraine-Ed.].”

Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

Armenia’s position regarding the war in Ukraine is defined by several
circumstances. On the one hand, according to young people, since Armenia is
essentially dependent on Russia, a pro-Russian position should be expressed on this
matter as well. Among the reasons for Armenia’s pro-Russian positions are the
cooperation between Azerbaijan and Ukraine and Georgia’s anti-Russian stance, from
which Armenia’s position, as Russia’s ally, should differ.

“Perhaps Armenia has expressed a more or less neutral position in our region,
but it has more of a pro-Russian direction, because Georgia is exclusively pro-
Ukrainian and it doesn’t hide its enmity with Russia, and well, Azerbaijan is
arming Ukraine.”

Female, 26-35 group, Yerevan

“In fact, Russia’s influence is so great in our region, that no one will oppose
Russia out of their own interests. For example, everything is connected with
Russia.”

Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

On the other hand, Armenia is trying to not worsen its relations with the West,
to balance out the influence of Russia and the West in the region, which is connected
with Armenia being a cross-road, with scarce resources, a serious security threat,
which force Yerevan to take an ambiguous position:

“Since the US has started to be interested in our region, we have also started to
please the East and the West in some way, to sell a territory, in metaphorical
sense. Geographically, we are a very bad but an important link, we are a link
between the world and Iran, a tiny country between Turkey and Azerbaijan,
which lies in the middle of the Great Turan and blocks it. And everyone
understands it, not that Russia has set up a base here because they like us very
much. It is for its Southern security. We should be able to “sell” our important
geographic position to someone. Nobody in the world says they are in favor of
someone, and that’s it.”

Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan
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Thus, in the context of the war in Ukraine, Armenia’s position is not considered
unequivocally pro-Russian. At the same time, according to young people, it is more
pro-Russian, than the position of other states, and is second only to Belarus. In
addition, as mentioned, if Armenia’s position on this matter is more pro-Russian than
anti-Russian, then the attitude of the Armenia’s society to this conflict is less pro-
Russian than that of Armenia’s authorities. Despite Ukraine’s pro-Azerbaijan stance,
Armenia also tries not to worsen relations with Ukraine:

“We should support Russia as a state, although as an individual I support
Ukraine. These days only Russia does something [good-Ed.] for us.”
Male, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

During almost all discussions, the idea was expressed that during the war in
Ukraine, together with the increase in the price of real estate and apartment rent in
Armenia, the market and tourism became active, which was seen as a favorable
factor for Armenia’s economy:

“Russian citizens have come to Armenia more than Ukrainian citizens. They
opened so many new organizations, they pay taxes, and they spend so much. I, as
a hotel employee, see that the traffic has grown this year. Last year the hotel was
on the verge of closing, and now that the war has started, until recently we have
not had a day when there would be a free room. So much money comes in, and if
the government uses it wisely, it can cover a very large part of the foreign debt.”
Male, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

The course of the war and possible developments

In all focus group discussions, the war in Ukraine was evaluated from the
perspectives of the military-economic potential of Russia and Ukraine, the possibility
of EU and NATO intervention, and the possibility of the Third World War. The views
can be divided into four groups. The representatives of the first group discussed the
issue of Russia’s military actions, noting their duration, losses, and the low
effectiveness of the Russian military not foreseen at the beginning, which, according
to the young people, could be due to the overestimation of the capabilities of Russian
armed forces, and the underestimation of the Ukrainian potential, the significant
importance of the support provided to Ukraine by Western allies, as well as by the
inadequate calculation by Russia’s ruling elite of their own capabilities.

“A simple truth I know is that the strong are not being attacked. If you don’t
want war to happen, you must be so powerful and represent something out of
yourself, so that others fear attacking you. Likewise, if it was possible to
balance the Russian-Ukrainian war through negotiation, there would be no war
if Ukraine had a very powerful army or was a very powerful state, and Russia
was afraid of it. Apparently, the Russians did not expect such a counterattack.
I am deeply convinced that Putin was given false information about the
Ukrainian army and their readiness, and the Russians thought that they would
enter in a couple of days, do their job, and this topic would be closed, while it
has been going on for several months.”

Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan
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The second set of opinions of the participants refers to the fact that the war was
the personal error by Russian president Vladimir Putin, and if he prevented it on time
or didn’t start it, but used other possible means, the war could have been avoided.
“The conflict could have certainly been avoided, but only if there was a
president with a different mindset instead of Putin. I mean, if that president was
more democratic and didn’t act like an aggressor.”

Male, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

The third group of opinions concerns the actions of the Ukrainian president
Zelensky, which, according to the opinions of young people, together with the
Western support ignited Russia’s actions, and provoked them:

“On the one hand, Ukraine didn’t act properly either, knowing that Russia has
a bad relationship with the US, and elected a former comedian as prime
minister, who lost control of the situation and did whatever he wanted. On the
other hand, Russia is also to blame, because it openly created this situation,
although the US also understood it well and used its resources in Ukraine, and
Ukraine agreed to it. Ukraine was more to blame.”

Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

“In general, Russia also makes statements against NATO, and if Sweden and
Finland enter the “borders” of the USA, so to speak, then these “borders” with
Russia will increase, and the probability that there will be clashes is not small.”
Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

The fourth group of opinions concerns the inevitability of the war in Ukraine.
According to this position, this is a part of a global conflict, a manifestation, and is
connected with another division of the world into spheres of influence, the
emergence of new forces in the international arena attempts to influence the weak
states and competition amongst them.

“I think if this war has been avoided, the clash would have happened at a
different place a few years later, it would have been inevitable. I look at this
from the perspective of Russia-USA conflict, I still give very little importance
to Ukraine. In my opinion, hadn’t been Ukraine the point of the clash, it would
have been a matter of years to decide where these forces would clash.”
Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

According to the young people, the probability of a Third World War is lower
than the ongoing regional wars between Russia and the West in the “third world”
(Ukraine, South Caucasus, and the Middle East).

Armenia’s friends and enemies in the context of the war in Ukraine
In almost all group discussions, Yerevan-resident youth mentioned Armenia as

having no friendly states and many enemies. Turkey, Azerbaijan, Israel, and Pakistan
were mentioned as enemy countries:
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“Israel and Pakistan are among the enemies because they are supporting
Turkey.”
Male, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

France and Iran were mentioned among the few friendly states, over which there
were almost no disagreements. France is considered Armenia’s traditional friendly
state, which, according to the opinion of the young people, actively supports Armenia
today as well, including in the Karabakh conflict. These days, Iran has taken a more
unequivocally anti-Turkish and anti-Azerbaijani position, which contributes to the
protection of Armenia’s interests. The role of Western countries, including the USA,
in regional issues derives exclusively from the interests of the USA, and the support
expressed to Armenia is more of a lip-service. This is also how young people also
explain the visit of the former speaker of the House of Representatives of the US
Congress, Nancy Pelosi, to Armenia:
“At the moment, only Iran is a true ally, because it is only in Iran’s interest that
Armenia does not become a part of Russia, and especially, of Turkey. On the
other hand, I don’t equate our war with the Russia-Ukraine war, because if 1
look at it from Russia’s perspective, it is normal, because it’s like if Karabakh
had a separate president now and was separated, but it’s still Armenia, and as
if Karabakh now announced, saying, “Armenia, I don’t want to help you, I am
now going to help the Turks.”
Female, 26-35 group, Armenia

“De jure we have allies, there are treaties, but de facto we don’t. I consider
Nancy Pelosi’s visit [to Armenia-Ed.] as an act against Russia.”
Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

In this sense, some of the participants, comparing Western countries’ and
Russia’s role in Armenia’s security issues, prefer Russia:
“Why do I emphasize the role of Russia, not liking them that much? So many
times during the war it became clear that there was no response to the calls of
different countries: the US, France, etc., but just as Russia urged them
[Azerbaijan-Ed.] not to shoot, it happened immediately.”
Male, 26-35 group, Yerevan

“If, for example, I had to choose between the US and Russia, I would definitely
be in favor of Russia.”
Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

The role of Russia as Armenia’s ally is not certain in young people’s
perceptions and is being strongly criticized. Despite the war in Ukraine being the
main subject of the discussions, criticism of Russia was mainly due to the provision
of improper support to Armenia, pursuing its own interests, and, in young people’s
opinions, with the regular past and contemporary attempts at sacrificing Armenia.
According to them, the relations with Russia can be called “forced relations”.
“Well, we should not forget that Russia is the largest supplier of everything to
us, from food products and gas to other things. And it’s also our ally, at least
officially.”
Male, 26-35 age group, Yerevan
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“For Russia, we are a Southern buffer, that’s the extent of their alliance, that’s
why there is a base in Gyumri, etc.”
Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

“I definitely consider Russia to be main enemy, because I have recently entered
the university, studied Armenian history and all our defeats I only connect with
Russia, we are just a toy in its hands. It’s obvious that our real enemies are
Azerbaijan and Turkey.”
Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

While Russia-Armenia relations are mostly described as rather friendly, according to
all discussions Armenia has no grounds for friendly relations with Ukraine. Ukraine was
not a friendly state during the Karabakh conflict and especially during and after the 2020
war, including arming Azerbaijan and providing diplomatic and information support. This
was mentioned during all group discussions:
“Ukraine was the first to congratulate Azerbaijan after our 44-day war.”
Male, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

“We should not forget that Ukraine was selling weapons to Azerbaijan,
including phosphorus, which is banned for use during wars.”
Male, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

“4-5 years ago Ukraine was one of my favorite states, but I was disappointed
when they helped Azerbaijan during the war. Well, they didn’t care about our
war. And when their war started, in the beginning, they were indifferent
towards us, then they thought that as now it’s happening to them, we have to
sympathize. [ was very disappointed by that.”
Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

Despite the sentiments mentioned above, young people do not want to use that
as a foundation for anti-Ukrainian stance in the war in Ukraine. At the same time,
they consider pro-Ukrainian slogans and certain attempts to support Ukraine in this
war inappropriate:

“I have never seen a relationship between us [Armenia and Ukraine-Ed.], and
it’s strange that we have become very Ukrainian-loving now. We have
considered them the same Slavic nation. The change occurred after 2020 when
it was said that Ukrainian phosphorus was used in the war, and our children
died. Everyone said that Ukraine is protecting Azerbaijan, and one year later
we suddenly forgot about the phosphorus, them helping Azerbaijan, and
became peace-loving, kind teddy bears who think, “Oh no, the Ukrainian
people are being massacred!”

Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan
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Changes in Armenia as a result of war in Ukraine

Young people participating in the discussions fear or express fears about a
number of phenomena, including:

e Armenia’s security situation, the loss of Nagorno-Karabakh and other
Armenian territories, and human casualties

e Armenia being divided by other states
the threat of another war, but this time in the territory of Armenia
uncertainty of the future
possible influx of Turks
losing the country
emigration
Third World War
“I'm afraid that this tiny piece [of Armenia-Ed.] too, which was saved
somehow, half of it will go to the Russians, and the other half to the Turks.
After the loss of Artsakh, I thought I shouldn’t be afraid of anything else, but
turns out it was not the end. We are falling so fast, that in the end, only a core
will remain, a province called “Russian Province”, as it was back in the time,
Yerevan province.”
Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

“It frightens me that the role of Russia has significantly decreased in the region,
and from the other side, Turkey’s and Iran’s appetites have increased. After the
recent incidents, 140 hectares of our territory have been occupied, and Russia
is not able to respond to it in any way. It’s not the Russian-Turkish brotherhood,
it’s the fact that Russia is not in a good condition, and as a result, we are
suffering, as its domain of influence.”
Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

The negative impact of war in Ukraine on Armenia’s security was manifested
in the Karabakh conflict, including in 2020, with Armenia’s defeat in the Karabakh
War and the emergence of further security problems. Russia’s preoccupation with
the war in Ukraine, and Moscow being sanctioned by Western countries, and then
the military actions taking place in Ukraine did not allow Russia to provide proper
support to Armenia.
“It seems to me that Azerbaijan took advantage of the situation, saw that Russia
is busy taking away territories from Ukraine, so they didn’t miss the moment
and invaded our borders.”
Male, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

“The more Russia is busy with Ukraine, the less it is involved in the Armenia-
Azerbaijan conflict, which gives Azerbaijan the opportunity to unleash further
attacks. Azerbaijan says, get the Russian army out of Artsakh, it doesn’t want
Russia to be present here and is against Russia providing help to Armenia.”
Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan
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Armenia’s security, interests, and necessary position in the conditions of war in
Ukraine

One of the main subjects of the focus group discussions was Armenia’s
necessary position regarding war in Ukraine. According to young people, it is
neutral.

“Our official position is that we are like-minded with Russia, but we also don’t
treat Ukraine that bad, we are neutral.”
Male, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

“Our official position is as neutral as possible. They show a bit that they are
pro-Russian, but still are as neutral as possible.”
Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

At the same time, Armenia shouldn’t be wary of a possible Russia defeat,
because that might strengthen the positions of other states in the region, including
Turkey and Azerbaijan, with their anti-Armenian policies.
“How ready are we to have a neighbor like Turkey in the region without a
strong Russia?”
Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

“Since the Russian troops are guarding our borders, it wouldn’t be wise to go
against it.”
Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

“In my opinion, Ukraine is more right in this conflict, but if Russia won’t stand
at our side, we will face bigger problems, that’s why we must support Russia,
as much as they are wrong.”

Male, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

Russia’s defeat in its war in Ukraine, according to young people, could be
situational, but a complete defeat is hard to predict.

“If Ukraine wins, it means that the US wins, and Russia’s influence will
weaken to some extent. But it’s too powerful to go down, even if these
sanctions are not affecting it. Even Europe is weakening itself to some extent
by closing and moving out many businesses. But Russia is able to deal with it
in such a way that they won’t have a large-scale effect on it. No matter how
much Russia weakens, its influence will remain in the region anyway.”
Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

“If Russia loses, in my opinion, its reputation as a serious superpower with a
strong army will suffer in the world and in the region. It will lead to the appetite
and the programmed aggression of Azerbaijan toward Armenia increasing
because there will be nothing to restrain them. I think if Russia loses, we,
Armenians, will have much harder consequences.”

Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

According to young people’s opinions, it’s difficult to draw parallels between
war in Ukraine and the Karabakh conflict. Some tried to see a similarity between
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Armenia and Ukraine fighting in a war to defend their respective territories, some
denied this similarity, because, in their opinion, no one supported Armenia during
the 2020 war, while Ukraine is supported by all Western countries.

“If we look at it more simply, one side is fighting to keep its homeland
(Ukraine), and the second side is fighting to occupy the other’s homeland. The
same is in our case, we fight to keep our historical lands, our sovereignty, and
Azerbaijan fights to occupy more lands or their imaginary lands.”

Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

In addition, the difference between the statuses of Ukraine and Nagorno-
Karabakh was mentioned. If Ukraine is defending its territorial integrity, the people
of Nagorno-Karabakh were defending their right to self-determination. In this sense,
the unrecognized Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh is more similar to the regions that
want to leave Ukraine and join Russia.

“From the perspective of international law, Ukraine is a state with a separate
government with its own borders, and Artsakh as a state with its borders is not
internationally recognized. It’s just that it’s Armenia and there is an issue of
self-determination, and it was different from Ukraine’s fight.”

Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

Young people’s forecasts about the future

Various forecasts-ranging from pessimistic to optimistic - were made about the
future in the focus group discussions. It can be observed that pessimistic forecasts
are the majority and are defined by both regional political processes and Armenia’s
internal political situation, while the optimistic ones were few and not always
substantiated:

“Armenia will become a luxurious country, like Monaco. They will pass
through Armenia from all over the world. Armenia will be a rich country.”
Male, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

“Armenia’s condition will become very good in a couple of years. Not that it’s
bad now, but only if the war didn’t happen, it would have been better. At the
moment Armenia has normal police, a stable economy, we have mines, water,
and other capabilities, we have good roads, we have patrol.”

Male, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

Pessimistic forecasts refer first to the unresolved Karabakh conflict as well as

to Azerbaijan and Turkey preparing military operations against Armenia; the
escalation of conflicts in the region, and only then to the war in Ukraine. These are
all manifested by the discussions of the young about their insecurity, fears, and
uncertainty of their personal lives:
“You can’t be sure, that you are safe in your own country. You can’t be sure,
that if you build a house, or buy a house, it will be there in a couple of days
that another war won’t start. It’s a matter of seconds before Armenia could
implode and cease to exist. It’s mainly connected with other countries.
Armenia’s current government is not powerful, the general decisions about its
future depend on other countries’ interests, it’s not sovereign.”
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Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

“Honestly, I don’t see a future for Armenia, which is very painful to me. We
wake up every day, watch the news, we see that someone was wounded, or
killed, and it’s constant.”

Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

Young people noted the situation caused by the consequences of the 2020 war,
which is dangerous for the future of Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh. In this context,
talks and plans to end blockades (by Azerbaijan and Turkey) instill more concerns
than hope:

“I don’t see a good future. If they provide the corridor, we will become like
Syria’s north, meaning there will be so many acts of terrorism, that people will
voluntarily leave the area through which the road passes. But it’s the worst-
case scenario.”

Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

The pessimistic forecasts of young people towards the future are also related to
the internal political situation of Armenia, including the restriction of rights and
freedoms, internal political threats to democracy, and widespread hostility and hatred
in the society, which, in their opinion could lead to defeats and losses on the foreign
policy front:

“For me, Armenia is not a democratic country, it will never become one.
Authoritarianism remains, and we might gradually turn become totalitarian,
because more and more laws are passed and I don’t think such a thing happens
in a democratic state. The insult [on insulting public figures-Ed.], for example.
Or, another example, a number of structures attached to the Prime Minister’s
Office are going to be created, such as the National Guard, which will be a
power structure and will protect his individual, personal, and physical
existence. In addition, the state system is slowly collapsing, and when they
appoint every random person to be a chief of the general staff or don’t appoint
one for half a year, or some historian becomes the Minister of Defense, or when
a person unrelated to that field becomes the head of the field.”

Female, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

“It seems to me that if this government remains in power, our lands will
decrease again in a year.”
Male, 18-25 age group, Yerevan

“If the majority of our nation votes for the same government again, it won’t
achieve anything good.”
Female, 26-35 age group, Yerevan

CONCLUSIONS
The perception of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict by Armenia’s youth is
conditioned by several factors, including:
e the perception of the warring sides in the Russian-Ukrainian conflict and the
attitude towards those states
e political processes taking place in the region
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e the process of the Karabakh conflict (including the consequences of the 2020
Karabakh War) which is currently relevant for Armenians and principally
significant for the security dynamics of the region

e forecasts of the consequences of the influence of the war in Ukraine on the
security of the Armenian population of Nagorno-Karabakh.

The perceptions of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict by Armenia’s youth can be split
into two groups. In one group the conflict is geographic in nature; it is a manifestation of
yet another historical stage of division of the world, a struggle between superpowers and
alliances for spheres of influence. In particular, some post-Soviet countries (Ukraine and
Armenia in particular) are in the modern stage of geographic transformation, as well as
some countries of the Arab world (Syria in particular), while Russia, the West (NATO,
EU, USA), Turkey, compete with each other to bring these countries into their spheres
of influence. From this point of view, the war in Ukraine is a battlefield, a manifestation
of the Russia-West conflict.

In the other group, the Russian-Ukrainian conflict and war are explained by the
personal qualities, aspirations, approaches, and issues of the leaders of Russia and
Ukraine.

According to the generalized opinion of Armenia’s youth, Armenia should remain
as neutral as possible in its stance on the war in Ukraine, independently from its alliance
obligations, the nature of the conflict, and its manifestations. At the same time young
people’s opinions on the immediate parties of the conflict—Russia, and Ukraine—are
ambivalent and are determined by the positions of Moscow and Kiev in the 2020
Karabakh war. The current disappointment in Russia, Armenia’s strategic partner is
related to the defeat of the Armenian side in the war, while the negative attitude towards
Ukraine is based on Ukraine’s position in the Karabakh War, with military and
diplomatic support towards Azerbaijan and Turkey. Again, according to the generalized
opinion of Armenian youth, Armenia preserving its neutrality in the current situation is
the most appropriate approach, independently from subjective and objective factors.

Opinions on the possible developments of the war in Ukraine, as well as general
forecasts by Armenia’s youth are mostly pessimistic. The new security threats that
emerged after the 2020 Karabakh War and the events that followed it are hard to
overcome, while the instability of the region and the possible globalization of the crisis
can create unprecedented difficult conditions for Armenians. Looking for relatively
stable side to adhere to, young people note the probable destabilization of Russia and
the escalation of the conflict not just with Ukraine but with all countries of the
expanding North Atlantic Alliance. At the same time sanctions directed at Russia hurt
EU countries, which may push the relationship of Brussels with Armenia further down
on the EU agenda. Apart from that, Armenia’s youth is concerned with Turkey’s and
Azerbaijan’s strengthening, which contributes to the prolongation of the war in Ukraine.
Turkey and Azerbaijan, by playing both sides in the conflict, are able to reap benefits
from both Russia and Ukraine, while at the same time achieving their strategical goals
to rebuild a security system in the South Caucasus in their benefit.
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Abstract. This study investigated the perceived influence of social media on
multiculturalism in the southern states of Nigeria. The uncertainty reduction theory served
as the theoretical support for the study. The survey research method was employed with a
projected population of about 17,871 thousand people in select southern states of Nigeria.
The Wimmer and Dominick sample size calculator was used to derive 384 as the sample
size. Multistage and purposive sampling techniques were used, and the questionnaire served
as an instrument for gathering data while the data was analyzed using percentages, charts,
and mean analysis. Findings revealed that residents in the southern states use social media
for multicultural engagements to a large extent. Findings also show that social media
promote cultural inclusion in the southern states of Nigeria by way of enhancing
communication competence amongst people from different cultures; it strengthens ties with
people from other cultures; and it gives a sense of belonging in a culturally diverse group
on social media. It was concluded that social media have a positive influence on
multiculturalism in the southern states of Nigeria. It was recommended that residents of the
southern states of Nigeria should be encouraged by those stakeholders who are cultural
ambassadors to sustain their efforts in using social media for multicultural engagements.
Users of social media should be on alert in order to guard against anyone that is capable
of causing disunity or tribal war on the social media space. Such a person(s) should be
reported so that appropriate action can be taken against them.

Keywords: Social media, multiculturalism, culture, groups, southern states, Nigeria
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AHHOTaUUs. B dannou cmamve ucciedyemcs 8030eUcmseue CoyuaibHblx cemetl Ha
MYTbMUKYIbMYPAIUSM 8 10JICHbIX wmamax Hueepuu coomeemcmeenno 60Cnpusmusim
camux oicumenetl. Mcxoos us nacenenus 6 17 871 muicau uenosex, Ovlia paccuumana
svibopra 6 pazmepe 384 pecnondenmos, ¢ Komopuvlmu Obll NPOGEOeH AHKEMHbIL ONpoC.
Hccnedosanue bisi6110 pacnpocmpaneHHOCmb COYUATbHBIX cemell cpedu nob3oeameretl,
a maksce UxX NOJLOJNCUMENbHOE B030€liCMBUE HA MENCKYIbIMYPHYIO KOMMYHUKAYUIO U,
COOMBEMCMBEHHO, HA 63AUMOOCICMEUE KVAbIYD PAIULYHbIX CO0OUeCms, NPONCUBAIOUUX
6 1ooichbix  wmamax Hueepuu. B wacmnocmu, coyuaivHvle meduda CHROCOOCMBYIOM
PA36UMUIO Y NOAL306AMENECU  HABBIKOG MENCKVIALMYPHOU KOMMYHUKAYUU U ONbIMA.
Pexomenoyemcs 6onee axkmusHoe UCHOIL306AHUE COYUATLHBIX NAAMPOPM UMEHHO
3HAMEHUMbIMU 8 00wecmae I00bMU, MHEHUe KOMOPLIX GIusem HA 00Wecmeo, 8 Yesix
NPEe0OONIeHUsL BO3MOJICHBIX KOHQAUKMOE U PAZHOSAACUTL MeHCOY NpeoCmasumensimu
PA3TUYHBIX NIEMEH, d MAKJCe 8 YelsiX BblSAGIEHUs meX Juy, KOmopvle Nposoyupylom
n000OHbIe NPOMUBOPEHUSL.

KiroueBble coBa: coyuanvuvie cemu, MyIbMUKyIbMypaiusm, Kyabmypa, pynnsl,
toorcHble wmamul, Hueepus

Introduction

In this globalized world where information is like oxygen, people from diverse
cultures have frequent contacts which call for the need for cooperation. Thus,
communicating across cultures presupposes not only a different language but a
different culture and this presents both exciting and challenging times for nations.
Exciting because of the ability to communicate with people from different cultures
without barriers in time and space and this is challenging because technology is said
to be furthering individualism and separatism in cultural, religious, and national affairs
(Cambell, et al., 2014; Hoter, et al., 2020) and thereby posing a paradox of trust and a
threat to the concept of multiculturalism (Bajrami & Shabani, 2019; Condorelli, 2018;
Smith, 2008; Goshylyk & Goshylyk, 2010). In particular, Ezeobi (2011) mentions
multiculturalism as one of the causes of conflict in Nigeria by pointing out that “Ethnic
conflicts in Nigeria and Africa, in general, arise as a result of scarcity of political
resources, multiculturalism, religion, militarization of ethnicity among others.”

Nigeria is made up of over 217 million people (Worldometre, 2022) over 250
ethnic groups, over 500 languages and over 1000 dialects and cultures (USCIRF
Report, 2016; Ezeobi, 2021). All these make Nigeria a country with diverse cultures
and a multi-ethnic nation-state. The lack of commonalities birthed by geographical and
linguistic divisions often breeds strife, prejudices and stereotypical beliefs. That
explains why the country is often riddled with ethnoreligious quagmire and political
tensions all the time. To this, Okechukwu, et al. (2019), observe that even villages that
have “narrower identities defining them” often clash and sub-ethnic identities also exist
within some ethnic groups (Mba, 2014)

The existence of different ethnic groups which are agitating diverse interests
in Nigeria attest to the fact of lack of commonalities among the ethnic groups.
Notably among such ethnic groups arethe O’ dua People Congress (OPC), Bakassi
Boys, Egbesu Boys, Ijaw Youth Congress (IYC), Igbo People Congress (IPC),
Movement for the Actualisation of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB) and
ArewaPeople’s Congress (APC) (Ezeobi, 2021).

The commonest conflicts in Nigeria are communal conflictsand ethno-religious
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crises which often arise as a result of political tussles, land disputes, chieftaincy
tussles,defence of community people, property and pride (Akinteye, 1999;
Okechukwu, et al ., 2019; Onwe, et al., 2015) Nigeria has witnessed numerous
communal conflicts such as Zango-Kataf crisis in Kaduna State 1999-2001, Tiv-
Jukun crisis in Taraba State 1999-2001, Ife Modakeke in Osun State 1999-2000,
Eleme-Okrika crisis, Itsekiri-Urhobo crisis 1999-2000, Itsekiri-ljaw crisis, Aguleri
Umuleri conflict in Anambra State 1995-1999, Umuode Oruku conflict, the Igbo-
Ikom conflict in Cross-River State and the Ezza-Ezillo conflict in Ebonyi State among
others (Mba, 2014; Okechukwu, et al., 2019).

Nigeria is in dire need of multicultural orientation in light of the recent
happenings in the country, especially in the eastern geographical zone which has
become a theatre of violence recently. Alook at such ethno-religious crises will give a
better understanding of the precarious situation. Over 1,800 inmates escaped from the
Nigerian Correctional Service (NCOs) facility in Owerri, the state capital of Imo State,
after gunmen stormed the police headquarters there, torching many cars in the process.
Two officers were slain while inside the Police Zonal Headquarters at Ukpo in
Anambra as a result of a bandit/terrorist attack. Over 18 persons were slain in an ethnic
conflict between residents and armed herdsmen in Ebonyi State. The Oruku versus
Umuode communal crisis that started in 1999 (Okechukwu, et al., 2019) is not an
exception. Thus, since the inception of the present political administration of President
Mohammad Buhari, the people do not have peace. Up until the time of writing this
paper, the eastern part of the south still observes a stay-at-home order every Monday
in protest for the release of one of the freedom fighters who had been docked by the
administration. All these have led to a lack of trust among the southerners themselves,
the other ethnic groups that sojourn in their midst and the government.

The purpose of the current study, therefore, is to examine the influence of
social media on multiculturalism in four Southern States in Nigeria. The southern
states include Ebonyi, Imo, Bayelsa and Rivers. Overall, this study ascertains
whether or not residents of southern Nigeria utilise social media for multicultural
engagements and the extent to which they utilize them.

Statement of the Problem

The challenge is always how to promote awareness of multiculturalism as well
as increase people’s competence in multiculturalism communication using social
media (Emmenegger, 2019; Udebunu, 2011). Ethnicity is the opposite of
multiculturalism and is a threat to national security since it often seems difficult for
the cultures that coexist to assimilate themselves. “In ethnically diverse
neighbourhoods, people have fewer friends, trust is lower, and altruism and
community cooperation are rarer” (Robert Putman, 2007 as cited in Jandt, 2021, p.
556 citing). Occurrences like the civil war of 1967-1970 and the annulment of the
1993 polls by the military in Nigeria attest to the fact of ethnic rivalry and in
consequence leading to social inequality and underdevelopment (Samuel, 2012;
Nduba, Nnamdi & Chukwuebuka, 2020).

Chen (2012) and Zaw (2018) argue that new media serve as channels of free
expression of opinions and relationship establishment. However, their role in
promoting multicultural ideals is unstable as they tend to question the conventional
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definition of cultural identity through the weakening or strengthening of the
significance of the relationships between people and communities. Some other
scholars like Jandt (2021) and Chen (2012) have argued that new identities may be
forged in virtual communities. All these attest to the fact of empirical gap and the
need to ascertain the nature of the relationship between social media and
multiculturalism.

Addressing the global sustainable development goals is a major concern to
many countries including Nigeria. This is because the goals serve as a prosperity
template to many nations of the world. Goal ten aims to reduce inequality, while
goal sixteen aims to achieve peace, justice and strong institutions through the
inclusion of every member of society without fear or violence. Further, the last goal
advocates partnership of all people, for the attainment of the goals (UNDP, 2022).
The attainment of these goals is arguably impossible without peace and
multiculturalism. Multiculturalism isa prerequisite for peace since its central goal
promotes the acceptability of all and their coexistence. Social media shape feelings
and behaviour in the real world. With the Southern people in mind, this study seeks
to establish how social media are mitigating cultural tensions and the understanding
of the intersections between communication, technology and multiculturalism.

An underlying assumption in this study is that the twin concepts of social
media and multiculturalism have not been adequately investigated (Cherng & Davis
2019; McQail, 2010), especially in a culturally diverse country like Nigeria which
requires multiculturalism for cohesion and development. MQuail (2010) suggested
that the positive cultural potentials of photos and music whose distributions are
made possible through new media should be investigated.

Scholars have noted that the technological reality of the 21st century provides
the tools to combat the perpetuation of stereotypes and prejudices. It allows for the
building of social relationships and acquaintances with other cultures based on
common universal values in addition to the unique values of each culture, thus
developing a more open, understanding and respectful dialogue (Postmesand Lea
1988; Hoter, et al., 2020, p.2).

Literature Review

Culture is some attributes possessed by a human group and it entails physical
environment, religion, tools, practices, customs, traditions or the total way of life
(McQuail, 2010). Individuals learn about other people's cultures through the media.
In particular, cultural learning is made possible through media's surveillance,
correlation and transmission functions (Wilson & Chao, 2013; Dominic, 2013).
However, the conventional media have been accused of excluding certain cultures
and even redefining some depending on the identity of who is involved whether in-
group or out-group. This is evident in the concepts of cultural domination, cultural
imperialism, ethnocentrism and media imperialism (Cherng & Davis 2019;
Osuagwu, 2010; McQuail, 2010). Thus, the conventional media are said to instigate
cultural bigotry.

The influence of the new media on culture is a much-debated scholarship
(McQquail, 2010) Thus, cultural scholars have conflicting views regarding the
influence on multiculturalism (McQuail, 2010). Some think that new media are
further perpetuating negative stereotypes concerning culture (Wilson & Chao,
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2013) In what they call "old problems linger in the new era" (p.116) Wilson and
Chao, (2013) observed how multicultural challenges persist even in the new
communications age. Similarly, McQuail (2010) observe that new technologies
have made cultural experiences more accessible to people which in consequence is
changing the meaning and salience of culture.

Social media are computer-based interactive and socializing platforms like
Facebook, Twitter, Youtube, Instagram and Linkedin (Anim, 2013). According to
Dominic (2011, p. 25), “Social media are online communications that use special
techniques that involve participation, conversation, sharing, collaboration and
linkage.” Thus, the social media are internet based applications that were derived
from the ideological basis of web 2.0 which allow creation and exchange of audio
visual content as generated by users and in the end networks of acquaintances are
enabled (Jumbo et al., 2023; Kaplain & Haelein, 2009; Mcquail,2010).

Multiculturalism also known as cultural pluralism or ethnic pluralism is the
idea that different cultures or ethnicities acknowledge their differences within a
dominant political culture and enter into dialogue and collaborations without any
culture sacrificing its identity. It recognizes each culture as being an integral part of
a whole. In other words, multiculturalism presupposes the ability of people of
different cultures to coexist and benefit each other. Its major goal is to depersonalise
or deindividualise people (Eagan, 2023; Postmes & Lea 2002; Reicher & Postmes,
1995) by breaching cultural boundaries.

Multicultural inclusion means building bridges to promote social inclusion.
Austin and Anderson (2008), Akwuebu (2018) see multiculturalism as a term that
affirms the recognition that diverse cultures can coexist in the same environment
for mutual benefits (Goshilink & Goshilink 2010). The concept of multiculturalism
stems from the fact that there is not just one human culture; people from diverse
backgrounds are susceptible to communication barriers. However, the
interconnectivity of the world makes the need for people from different cultures to
communicate.

Some scholars have noted that contact and communication reduce tension and
foster cultural tolerance, which is the goal of multiculturalism (Mostafazadeh, et al.,
2015; Pettigrew & Troop, 2000; Pettigrew & Troop, 2004). Thus, technological
affordances present the opportunity for people to interact deeply and share universal
values while arguably retaining indigenous culture. Consequently, openness, dialogue
and understanding are promoted (Chukwuere & Onyebukwa, 2018). In virtual
interactions, people trust, like, and comment thereby building relationships (Gu et al.,
2019; Walther & Bunz, 2005). In the same vein, McMullan (2020), Postmes and Lea
(1998), earlier asserted that computer-mediated interactions build social relationships
rather than breach them.

Although the cultural impacts of social media are still evolving (Dominic, 2011),
a few studies that suggest a positive correlation between social media and
multiculturalism exist. For instance, Mollov and Lavie (2001) and Mollov (2006)
showed how a one-to-one religious communication medium like email could help in
building religious trust and tolerance among the warring Jews and Palestinians.
Austin (2006) reported a study that demonstrated the ability of technology (online
social interactions) to change perceptions and combat cultural prejudices in Ireland.
The study in reference took place between 1999 and 2008 and students and pupils of
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Northern and Southern Ireland were sampled. In the same vein, Winda, et al. (2019),
in their study titled the “Role of Social Media in Intercultural Communication
Competences using Students of Two Universities in Japan,” showed that the majority
of the students were on Facebook with the motivation to know more about their
international friends. Still, Hoter, et al. (2020) using the contact hypothesis recently
demonstrated how distance learning could serve the goal of promoting
multiculturalism as their research demonstrated that collaborative learning via the
internet and other technological tools were helping to reduce bias between Arabs and
Jews.

In this regard, Chen (2012) argued that social media affordances allow people
of diverse cultures to freely express themselves and establish relationships and
communicate with diverse societies. This sounds exciting but poses a threat to
ethnic and political unity and diversity. Cooperation is said to be rare in diverse
states, yet it is a prerequisite for development. India is the most diverse state in the
world and also the most diverse nation states are found in Africa (Jandt, 2021).

Scholars are divided on the role of social media in multicultural engagements.
Some scholars have pointed out that people are using social media to create novel
kinds of social solidarity and more encompassing identities (Arasaratnam &
Doerfel, 2005; Jandt 2021). In contrast, some have argued that social media harm
culture because of the dominance of the English language, how to reflect the
demographic realities of people has become a challenge and has been a concern to
scholars. As Jandt (2021) noted, the challenge of intercultural communication is
how to better understand groups with unique cultural identities and collaborate
freely to tackle global challenges.

Social media are said to have facilitated communication between people from
multiple cultures to fulfil the concept of the global village (Breckling, 2012; Metev
& Veiko, 2013). However, Chen (2012) observes that although new media have
brought about people’s interconnectedness, they have also posed some challenges
to the traditional definition of multicultural communication because of the need to
connect with people from diverse cultures. For instance, through social media, the
rich cultural heritage of the Igbo people is showcased to the world through Atilogu
dance as well as the cuisines of the Ogoni people in Rivers.

Brief History of Southern Nigeria

Southern Nigeria was coined in 1900 under the British Protectorate and was
specifically called the "Southern Nigeria Protectorate" as a territorial label for those
who live below the Niger River in Lokoja. It had its initial capital in Calabar until
1906 when Lagos was annexed to it, made its administrative seat (World History at
KMLA, 2007) and was renamed "colony and Protectorate of Southern Nigeria. The
protectorate system ended in January 1914 when southern and northern
protectorates were amalgamated with Lagos as its capital (Falola, 2009). In 1939,
Southern Nigeria was divided into Eastern and Western provinces.

Present-day Southern Nigeria covers the eastern and western regions of the
colonial period and the first republic in Nigeria. It comprises two of the three major
ethnic groups which include Yoruba and Igbo people and other minority groups like
Ljaw, Ogoni, Ikewerre. According to Falola (2009, p.364) "in 1939, the Protectorate
of Southern Nigeria was divided into two regions, Western Region and Eastern
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Region. They remained as political zones for the remainder of the colonial period
and into the early years of independence."

Southern Nigeria is made up of 17 states, including Notably, Ebonyi, Abia,
Bayelsa, Rivers, Oyo, Ekiti, Enugu, Akwalbom, Delta, Lagos, Cross River, Osun,
Ogun, Anambra, Imo and Edo states. The major occupations of the people are
farming and fishing which are supported by its tropical and humid climates. The
majority of the people of southern Nigeria practice Christianity as their religion
(Falola, 2009).

Theoretical Framework

Some of the theories that emphasize interactions among different cultures are
relevant to this study. Such theories include the contact hypothesis, intergroup
contact, social identity and uncertainty reduction theories (Berry, 2013). However,
for this study, the choice is the uncertainty reduction theory.

The uncertainty reduction theory also called the initial interaction theory was
developed in1975 (West & Turner, 2010). It has its root in Shannon and Weaver’s
information theory Berger & Calabrese, 1975). Charles Chuck Berger and Richard
Calabrese developed the uncertainty reduction theory to demonstrate how gaining
information about other people can reduce uncertainty about them. Such gained
information helps to predict people's opinions as well as their actions which are crucial
to relationship development (Berger & Calabrese, 1975).

As listed by West and Turner (2010), the assumptions of the theory include:

1. People experience uncertainty in interpersonal settings.

2. Uncertainty is an aversive state, generating cognitive stress.

3. When strangers meet, their primary concern is to reduce their uncertainty or
to increase predictability.

4.Interpersonal communication is a developmental process that occurs through
stages.

5.Interpersonal communication is the primary means of uncertainty reduction.

6.The quantity and nature of the information that people share can change
through time.

7.1t is possible to predict people's behaviour in a law-like fashion.

The theory, using a set of theorems, gave nine main axioms that serve as a lens
for investigating and predicting the process of getting to know someone. West and
Turner (2014) outlined theorems as seen below:

1.People experience uncertainty in initial interpersonal settings, which can be
lessened as verbal communication increases.

2.Uncertainty is inversely correlated to nonverbal affiliative expressiveness.

3.Uncertainty is positively correlated with information-seeking strategies.

4.Intimacy and uncertainty are inversely correlated.

5.Reciprocity is positively correlated with uncertainty.

6.Similarities between individuals will reduce uncertainty.

7.Increased uncertainty results in decreased levels of liking.

8.Shared social networks reduce uncertainty and vice versa.

9.Uncertainty is inversely correlated to communication satisfaction

Types of uncertainty have been identified to include cognitive and
behavioural. Cognitive uncertainty involves subject uncertainty which encompasses
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the degree of uncertainty associated with the beliefs and thoughts of other
individuals. In contrast, behavioural uncertainty entails the level of uncertainty that
relates to other people's actions (Redmond, 2015).

Furthermore, people tend to pursue uncertainty reduction goals for a single
factor or a combination of three factors notably anticipation of future interaction
(whether or not the person expects a future encounter with the other person) and
lastly, Incentive value (whether or not the other person possesses the ability to
reward or control something we aspire to have and deviance is verified (whether or
not the other person they act in a manner that conflict with accepted norms). All
these serve as the antecedents that help reduce uncertainty (Kellerman & Rodney,
1990).

The first encounter between strangers was divided into three stages by the
theorists: the admission stage, the personal stage, and the exit stage. Interactional
patterns that indicate like and disliking are present in each level. The beginning of
a relationship is the entry stage. Here, behavioural norms like greetings and
laughing at innocent jokes and conversations take place. All of these are dependent
on cultural norms. The second stage is the personal stage. The personal phase occurs
when strangers begin to find out one another's attitudes, values
emotions and beliefs. The involvement at this level is higher than that of the first
stage. This is because they have engaged in a plethora of interactions while
perceiving each other as strangers. Thus, emotional involvement and disclosure are
mutually exclusive. The final stage, the exit stage: is the phase at which the former
strangers deliberate on the progression of relationship development or not and this
is dependent on mutual liking or dislike (Berger & Calabrese, 1975).

The theory explains further that people seek uncertainty reduction goals using
three strategies. The strategies are passive strategy, active strategy, and extractive
information seeking. The passive strategy involves a scenario where one person
deliberately uses tactics to observe another person and obtain information without
being noticed. An example is watching someone in a classroom, restaurant, or any
public space without attracting attention. On the other hand, active tactics involve
uncertainty reduction without direct contact. For instance, questioning someone’s
friends to derive information. Also, in interactive strategy, the individual engages
his target in a dialogue to reduce the uncertainties between them (Berger, 1995).
Still, the most recent strategy for uncertainty reduction is the extractive information-
seeking strategy because it depicts the context of computer-mediated that allows
gaining a huge amount of information about an individual online (Carr & Joseph,
2014). However, Sanders and Wiseman (1993) noted that some of the strategies for
uncertainty reduction are culture-specific because some cultures have been found
to involve more self-disclosure than others. Scholars later found that uncertainty
reduction strategies are the same both offline and online and the asynchronous
nature of online communication makes people disclose more (Gibbs, et al., 2011).

Gudykuns et al. (1987) noted that there are two different kinds of uncertainties,
most notably proactive and retroactive uncertainty reductions. They went on to say
that anticipating people's most likely alternate actions prior to the initial meeting
requires proactive uncertainty reduction. These forecasts are made feasible by the
past significance of earlier remarks, observations, or information discovered. The
level of intimacy changes following this initial touch. Retroactive uncertainty
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reduction, on the other hand, is the process of examining a situation after a contact;
it includes providing justifications for the other person's actions and deciphering the
significance of behavioural decisions (West & Turner, 2010).

The theory has been criticised for being a product of self-assessment of
opinions which is a variable that is hard to measure (Brasher, 2001) and it is said to
be only valid at an initial point of interaction after which it impacts negatively on
the long run (Honeycutt, 1985) that it is action value and rewards attached to initial
interaction determines positive relational experience rather than reducing
uncertainty and that it is not in every scenario that people every communication
encounter uncertainty neither do people experience anxiety the same way
(Kramer,1999) and sometimes uncertainty could be too much that no one is
interested in reducing it (Miller, 2005)

Criticisms like the ones above do not restrict the application of the uncertainty
theory to this study. Especially in a multicultural setting, research has proven a
relationship between uncertainty reductions through communication in
multicultural settings. Although the initial scope of the theory was interpersonal
communication, it was later expanded to include nonverbal communication,
intimacy and reciprocity among others (Brasher, 2006). Still, in the present
disposition, where most communication takes place offline, the challenge is how to
reduce the uncertainties that are prevalent in online communication. Some scholars
have used the theory to explain, for example, people’s social network preferences
for uncertainty reduction (Gambo & Ozad, 2020). Palmiery, et al., (2012) note the
effect of Facebook self-disclosure on perceived uncertainty. In the same vein, Tong
(2013) shows the merits of social network sites in stemming uncertainty after
relationship dissolution. Also, some scholars have demonstrated the correlation
between multicultural communication anxiety and uncertainty (Neuliep, 2012;
Neuliep& Ryan, 1988).

Research methodology

The central purpose of this study is to ascertain the influence of social media
on multiculturalism in Southern states of Nigeria. The specific objectives are to:

1. Find out the extent to which residents of the southern states in Nigeria
perceive the use of social media for multicultural engagements.

2. Examine how social media is perceived to promote cultural inclusion in the
southern states of Nigeria.

3. Establish residents’ behavioural dispositions on social media towards other
cultural groups in the southeastern states of Nigeria.

The study was guided by the following questions:

1. To what extent do residents of the southern states in Nigeria perceive the
use social media for multicultural engagements?

2. How do you perceive social media in promoting cultural inclusion in the
southern states of Nigeria?

3. What are the residents’ behavioural dispositions on social media towards
other cultural groups in the southern states of Nigeria?

This investigation was done using the survey method. The ideal research design
for this study is a survey since it allows respondents’ perspectives on the perceived
influence of social media on multiculturalism in southern states, Nigeria (Asemah, et
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al., 2012; Tayo-Garbson, et al., 2019). The authors used this method to elicit responses
from respondents on the perceive influence of social media on multiculturalism in
southern states Nigeria. Their responses elicited through the structured questionnaire
guided the researchers in measuring the perceive influence of social media on
multiculturalism. The population of this study is 17,871,024 according to the Nigerian
Bureau of Statistics (2017), this figure is a combination of two southeast and two south-
south states they are Ebonyi-2,880,383, Imo-5,408,756, Rivers-7,303,924 and Bayelsa-
2,277,961. The rationale for the states selection was based on proximity to the
researchers carrying out the investigation and for easy access to respondents. In order
to derive the sample size for the study, the Wimmer and Dominick online sample size
calculator was used at 95% confidence level and 5% error limit. Therefore, the sample
size was 384. The multistage and purposive sampling techniques were used in this
study. At the first stage the researchers purposively selected the state capitals from the
selected states. At the second stage from these capitals one LGA was purposively
selected. They are Owerri (Owerri Municipal) Abakiliki (Abakiliki) Port Harcourt (Port
Harcourt) Yenagoa (Yenagoa). The rationale for selecting the LGAs is based on the
fact that most social media users are mostly seen in urban areas due to accessibility to
strong internet connection and availability to data that can enable interaction amongst
people of different cultural backgrounds. At stage three the researchers randomly
selected two communities from each of the LGAs they are Owerri Municipal
(Umuoyima and Umuororonjo), Abakiliki (AgbajaUnuhuand NkalikiUnuhu), Port
Harcourt (D-line and Diobu), Yenagoa (Ekeki and Opolo). At stage four the researchers
purposively distributed the 48 copies of questionnaire proportionately to respondents
across the select communities. Questionnaire served as instrument for data collection.
The instrument was developed from the objectives and research questions and it has a
total of ten (10) items structured in dichotomous and Likert scale format. The 4 points
Likert scale was used where strong agree is 4, agree 3, disagree 2 and strongly disagree
1. Also, large extent, moderate extent, little extent, no extent, favorable, unfavorable
and neutral was used to measure the responses of respondents. The researchers
formulated the questions in simple sentence in order to aid understanding of the subject
matter being investigated. The researcher adopted the face-to-face approach to
administer the instrument. The instrument was validated by an expert to ensure the
instrument is well structured in line with the research questions. For reliability of
instrument test, the researchers carried out a test- re-test on 15 respondents and the result
showed .78 after computation with Cronbach alpha with the aid of SPSS version 21.
This result shows that there is a high level of consistency with the instrument. Data were
analysed using simple percentages, pie chart and mean analysis.

Presentation of Data and Analysis

From the 384 copies of questionnaire distributed to respondents 370(96.3%)
were retrieved meaning 14(3.7%) copies were not returned. The return rate stood at
96.3% that is to say the 370 copies of questionnaire is valid for analysis.

Research Question 1: To what extent do residents of the southern states in
Nigeria perceived the use of social media for multicultural engagements?
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Fig 1
Respondents response on the extent people connect across cultures on social media

No extent: 0 - 0.0% —

Little extent: 40 - 10.8%

Moderate extent: 110 - 29.7% |

Large extent: 220 - 59.5%

I Large extent [ Moderate extent Little extent No extent

This question was intended to measure the extent to which people connect
across cultures on social media. As such, the researchers raised options to be able
to get a clear picture of the extent through the scale. Based on the pictorial
representation of the data, it is quite obvious that 59.5 percent of the respondents
confirmed strongly that they connect across cultures on social media platforms. By
implication, the connections they have on these social media platforms will make
enormous room for multiculturalism, even in a diverse society such as Nigeria. The
statistical value shows that the response is way above average meaning that people
leverage social media to connect in such a way that they will share cultural
experiences and possibly learn from one another.

Research Question 2: How do you perceive social media in promoting
cultural inclusion in the southern states of Nigeria?

Table 1
Respondents Responses on how social media promote cultural inclusion in the
southern states of Nigeria

Variables SA A D SD TF M Decision
Social media enhances | 238 132 - - 370 3.6  Accepted
my communication | (64.3%) (35.6%) (-) ) (100)
competence with people
from other cultures.

Social media strengthens | 165 195 6 4 370 34  Accepted

my ties with people from | (44.5%) (52.7%) (1.6%) (1.0%) (100)
other cultures.
A sense of belongingina | 130 210 25 5 370 3.2 Accepted
culturally diverse group | (35.1%) (56.7%) (6.7%) (1.3%) (100)

on social media signifies
cultural inclusion.

social media's interactive | 145 215 7 3 370 3.3 Accepted
nature gives room for | (39.1) (58.1) (1.8) (0.8) (100)

cultural inclusion
Average mean 33

Source: Field survey, 2022
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Variables:SA=Strongly Agree, 3.3-4.0: A=Agree,2.5-3.2:D=Disagree, 1.8-
2.4:SD=Strongly Disagree, 1.1.7

Decision Rule:

If the average mean score is less than 2.5 (1-2.4), the researchers conclude that
the social media does not promote cultural inclusion in the southern states of
Nigeria. But if the average mean score is higher than 2.4 (2.5 — 4.0), the researchers
decide that the social media promote cultural inclusion in the southern states of
Nigeria.

In order to answer research question two, the researchers framed these
questions and put them in a Likert scale so as to be able to effectively measure the
responses from respondents who were studied. From the first item on the scale the
mean showed 3.6 which is an indicator that respondents agreed that social media
enhances communication competence with people from other cultures. The second
item revealed a mean of 3.4 which is an affirmation that social media strengthens
ties with people from other cultures. Furthermore, a mean score of 3.2 revealed that
a sense of belonging in a culturally diverse group on social media signifies cultural
inclusion. Then analysis of data showed that at a mean of 3.3 respondents agreed
that social media's interactive nature gives room for cultural inclusion. In summary,
from the mean average 3.3 (N=370), it can be concluded that social media promote
cultural inclusion in the southern states of Nigeria. From the above responses it is
crystal clear that social media play a great role in promoting cultural inclusion
among people of diverse cultural groups who happen to be on the same social media
space.

Research Question 3: What are the residents’ behavioral dispositions on
social media towards other cultural groups in the southern states of Nigeria?

Fig 2
Respondents response on their attitude towards the spread of other people's cultural
values on social media

Neutral: 30 - 8.1%

Unfavourable: 90 - 24 3%

~~ Favourable: 250 - 67.6%

I Favourable [l Unfavourable Neutral
This question was raised to ascertain respondents’ attitude towards the spread
of other people's cultural values on social media. As such, the options were
favorable, unfavorable and neutral. This question provided the basis for the
subsequent analysis which enables the researchers to establish the behavioral
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dispositions of respondents in the study regarding social media and other cultural
groups. Therefore, the Fig 2 analysis of data shows that 67.6% of respondents
indicated that they have favourable attitude towards the spread of other people's
cultural values on social media. It implies that majority of the respondents have
positive attitudes towards the spread of other people cultural values on social media.
From the analysis there is a statiscal evidence to show the relationship between
respondents’ attitude towards the spread of other people's cultural values and social
media.
**NB: Analysis on table 2 was done based on the responses on fig 2

Table 2
Respondents responses on the behavioral dispositions on social media towards other
cultural groups in the southern states of Nigeria
Variables SA A D SD TF M Decision
I hardly discriminate agaunst1 25 137 70 3 340

others from the different culturall 3.1 Accepted
backgrounds on social media. (36.7%) (40.2%) (20.5) (23)  (100) b

I use social media to support myl 5 190 25 5 340

other culturcs. ith people froml 35 0.\ (55.8%) (7.3%) (1.4%) (100) > Accepted

I use social media to learn more); 50 130 26 14 340

about people from other cultures. 3.3  Accepted
I use Is)ocil;l media to talk about(SO'O%) (38.2%) (7.6%) (4.1%) (100) b

how important other cultures arel; 45 101 78 16 340

irrespective of the level of theiy 3.1 Accept
recognition in society. (426)  (297) (229) (47)  (100)

Average mean 3.1
Source: Field survey, 2022

Variables:SA=Strongly Agree, 3.3-4.0: A=Agree,2.5-3.2:D=Disagree, 1.8-
2.4:SD=Strongly Disagree, 1.1.7

Decision Rule:

If the average mean score is less than 2.5 (1-2.4), the researchers conclude that
respondents do not have positive behavioural dispositions on social media towards
other cultural groups in the southern states of Nigeria. But if the average mean score
is higher than 2.4 (2.5 —4.0), the researchers decide that respondents have positive
behavioural dispositions on social media towards other cultural groups in the
southern states of Nigeria.

To be able to answer research question three, the researchers framed Likert
scale questions so as to effectively analyze and establish respondents perceived
behavioural dispositions on social media towards other cultural groups in the
southern states of Nigeria. From item one on the scale a mean of 3.1 revealed that
respondents agreed that they hardly discriminate against others from the different
cultural backgrounds on social media. The second item at a mean of 3.2 showed
that respondents agreed in using social media to support interaction with people
from other cultures. Furthermore, at a mean of 3.3 respondents agreed that they use
social media to learn more about people from other cultures. The fourth item on the
scale revealed that at a mean score of 3.1 respondents confirmed that they use social
media to talk about how important other cultures are irrespective of the level of their
recognition in society. In summary, from the mean average 3.1 (N=340), it can be
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concluded that respondents have positive behavioural dispositions on social media
towards other cultural groups in the southern states of Nigeria. This can be seen from
their responses. Based on the analysis of data, the researchers infer that respondents
have positive behavioural dispositions on social media towards other cultural
groups in the southern states of Nigeria. From the statistical evidence there is
statistical relationship between the respondents behavioural dispositions and social
media towards other cultural groups in the southern states of Nigeria.

Discussion of Findings

The finding revealed that at 59.5%, it was confirmed that respondents connect
across cultures on social media. That is to say, they use social media for
multicultural engagements to a large extent. The implication of this finding is that
people in the southern state of Nigeria leverage social media to a large extent to
connect across other cultures. When such occurs, the tendency of multiculturalism
will be most likely, with the possibility of social media in the picture. In line with
this finding, Pettigrew and Troop, (2000) and Pettigrew and Troop, (2004) revealed
that the presence of social media presents the opportunity for people to interact
deeply and share universal values while arguably retaining indigenous culture.
Some scholars have argued that contact and communication reduce tension and
foster cultural tolerance, which is the goal of multiculturalism. In consonance with
this finding, Breckling (2012); Metev and Veiko (2013) noted in their study that
social media are said to have facilitated communication between people from
multiple cultures to fulfill the concept of the global village. Contrary to this finding,
Chen (2012) observes that although social media have brought about people’s
interconnectedness, they have also posed some bottlenecks to multicultural
communication because of the need to connect with people from diverse cultures.
This finding is consistent with the uncertainty reduction theory, which holds that to
demonstrate how gaining information about other people can reduce uncertainty
about them; such gained information helps predict people's opinions as well as their
actions, which are crucial to relationship development (Berger & Calabrese, 1975).

The findings revealed that social media promote cultural inclusion in the
southern states of Nigeria. Further findings from the mean analysis 3.3 (N=370)
confirmed that social media promote cultural inclusion in the southern states of
Nigeria by way of enhancing communication competence amongst people from
different cultures, strengthening ties with people from other cultures and giving a
sense of belonging in a culturally diverse group on social media and its interactive
nature. This finding is in line with Chen (2012), who asserted that social media space
allows people of diverse cultures to freely express themselves, establish relationships,
and communicate with diverse societies. In furtherance to the findings of Arasaratnam
and Doerfel (2005) and Jandt (2021), their study revealed that people are using social
media to create novel kinds of social solidarity and more encompassing identities. In
a similar vein, scholars like Anderson (2008) and Goshilink and Goshilink (2010)
revealed in their study that the online space has the propensity to aid multiculturalism
where diverse cultures can be recognised and coexist in the same environment for
mutual benefits. By implication of this finding, it is obvious that social media have a
high tendency to encourage multiculturalism where even the minority groups can be
recognised.
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Findings from Fig 2 showed that the majority of respondents (67.6%) have a
favourable attitude towards the spread of other people's cultural values on social
media. Further findings revealed that at a mean average of 3.1 (N = 340),
respondents confirmed that they have positive behavioural dispositions on social
media towards other cultural groups in the southern states of Nigeria. From their
responses, as seen in table 2, it can be inferred that a majority of them affirmed
positive attitudinal dispositions towards other cultures, irrespective of the level of
recognition within the southern states. This finding is in consonance with Dominic
(2011), who asserted that the cultural impacts of social media are still evolving and
that there is a positive correlation between social media and multiculturalism. In a
similar vein, Mollov and Lavie (2001) and Mollov (2006) in their studies noted that
a one-to-one religious communication medium like email could help in building
religious trust and tolerance among the warring Jews and Palestinians. Also, Austin
(2006) reported a study that demonstrated the ability of technology (online social
interactions) to change perceptions and combat cultural prejudices in Ireland.
Besides, in tandem with this finding, Hoter et al. (2020) in their study revealed that
collaborative learning via the internet and other technological tools was helping to
reduce bias between Arabs and Jews and, as such, promote multiculturalism.
According to the uncertainty theory, an interactive strategy used by an individual to
engage their target in a dialogue usually aims to reduce the uncertainties between
them.

Conclusion

The fact that social media have been used for multicultural engagements by
residents of the southern states of Nigeria to a large extent is quite commendable.
This could be the reason social media are being used to promote cultural inclusion
by way of recognising and respecting even the smallest of cultural groups in the
midst of other cultures that are dominant within this region. Based on the findings
also, the researchers concluded that social media have a positive influence on
multiculturalism because residents confirmed that they have positive behavioural
dispositions on social media towards other cultural groups in the southern states of
Nigeria.This study has been able to extend literature on previous studies on
multiculturalism by adding social media and it will be resourceful for researchers
who would want to carry out a study is similar area. Another unique contribution of
this study is in the area of raising awareness of government agencies and other
stakeholders who are in charge of promoting the unity of people of diverse cultures
in Nigeria to the importance of the use of social media in promoting
multiculturalism which on the long run can lead to national development when they
co-exist without tribal conflict.

Limitations and Future Studies

This study primarily used quantitative data alone to establish the relationship
between social media and multiculturalism. A qualitative method could be used, in
future research, to get the direct voices of the respondents regarding how they are
using the social media for multicultural engagement. Also, an experiment could be
performed in future to measure the effect of social media on message effectiveness
and multicultural engagements. Still, mixed methods could be used to establish
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effect and to verify the most employed social media platform health in the
promotion of multicultural communication.

Recommendations

In line with the findings, the following recommendations are put forward:

1. Residents of the southern states of Nigeria should be encouraged by those
stakeholders who are cultural ambassadors to sustain their efforts in using social
media for multicultural engagements.

2. The fact that social media promote cultural inclusion is a welcome
development. Hence, users of social media should be on alert in order to guard
against any online engagement that is capable of causing disaffection, disunity or
tribal war on the social media space. Such situations when avoided, the person(s)
culpable should be reported so that appropriate action can be taken against them.

3. Residents should maintain the positive behavioural dispositions they have
towards other cultural groups on social media or even beyond social media,
especially in a period where tribalism and ethnicity are the order of the day in
Nigeria.
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Abstract. The “American dream” is a value system, which is the locomotive of the
development of American society. It is one of the core elements of the American identity. The idea
of the “American dream” presents the terminal values of equality, liberty, prosperity and
happiness. Hard work, sacrifice, courage in the face of taking risks, diligence and the act of
overcoming hardships are presented as instrumental values, which are required to achieve the
terminal values mentioned above. The concept of the “American Dream” has evolved with the
passage of time and faced different challenges, which resulted in a number of contradictions
between the dream and the social reality. Hollywood movies are used as one of the tools to
propagate the “American Dream” both inside of the United States and abroad. This article
examines the representation of the terminal and instrumental values of the “American Dream”
in Hollywood films (2018-2021) with anti-racist content, as well as films about family, the
American Armed Forces, the US president, and the rule of law, through visual, verbal and audio
means. Nevertheless, while the films communicate the same terminal and instrumental values,
they also occasionally show the existing contradictions. Hard work does not always lead to
achieving the "American dream". Even though the fight for equality is going strong, inequality
still exists. Along with the rule of law, there are also manifestations of corruption. At the same
time, the USA continues to be presented as a safe, powerful and wealthy country.
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AHHOTAUMA: «AMEPUKAHCKAA Meuma» — 2MO0 Cucmemd YeHHOCmell, KOmopasl
ABIAEMCS IOKOMOMUBOM PA36UMUS AMEPUKAHCKO20 00uecmea u OOHOU U3 OCHOGHBIX
COCMABNAIOWUX AMEPUKAHCKOU uOeHmuyHocmu. Hoes «amepukancKkol meumaoly 8Kaouaem
maxue mepmMuHaIbHble YeHHOCMU KAK PA8eHCmBo, c80000d, 61a20coCmosHue U cuacmoye.
Tpyooniobue, camonodcepmeogaHue, ymeHue pUCKO8AMb U NPe00oIesams MmMpyoOHOCHU
BbICIIYRAIOM 6 POAU UHCIMPYMEHMANbHBIX YEeHHOCmell, HeoOX00UMbIX O/l OOCHUNCEHUS
VNOMAHYMBIX —~ Gblule  MEPMUHANbHBIX — YeHHOocmel.  «Amepukauckas — meumay
960IIOYUOHUPOBANA C MeUeHUeM 8peMeHl U CIAIKUBANACh C PATUYHBIMU 6b1308AMU, YMO
8bIABUIO PSIO NPOMUBOPEUULl MEeAHCOY MeUmoll U COyUanbHol peairbrocmoro. [ onnugyockue
DuULMBL UCROTBLIYVIOMCA KAK 0OUH U3 UHCTNPYMEHMO8 NPONA2aHObl « AMEPUKAHCKOU Meumbly
kax 6 CILLA, mak u 3a pybesxcom. B dannoii cmamve paccmampueaemcs penpesenmayus
MEPMUHATbHBIX U UHCIPYMEHMAIbHbIX — YEHHOCMel  «AMEPUKAHCKOU — Meumvly 6
eonnugyockux guavmax (2018-2021 22.) ammupacucmckozo cooepicanus, a makdice
@urbmax o cemve, aMepUKAHCKUX 800pYdiceHHblx cunax, npesudenme CILLIA u eepxoeencmee
npasa nocpeocmeom GU3YANbHLIX, 6ePOANbHBIX U AYOUAIbHBIX cpedcms. Xoms @uibmol
MPAHCAUPYIOM OOHU U Me dce MePMUHANbHbIE U UHCMPYMEHMANbHbIE YEeHHOCMU, OHU
makaice 0eMOHCmpupyiom cyujecmsyiowjue npomusopeyus. Taxcenas paboma He 6ce20a
npusooum K 00CMUICEHUIO «aAMepuKanckou meumoly. Hecmomps na mo, yumo 6opvba 3a
DPaBeHcmeo uoem NOIHbIM X00OM, HepaseHcmeo ece euwje cywecmeyem. Hapady c
6EPX0BEHCMBOM NpaAga umeom mecmo u nposasienus xoppynyuu. Ilpu smom CLIA
NPOO0INCAIOM NPEOCMABIAMbCI KaK Oe30NACHAs, CUIbHAS U 6o2amas cmpaHa.

KunroueBsble ciioBa: «Amepukanckas meumay, cucmema yeHHOCHell, MePMUHATbHbLE
YEHHOCMU, UHCMPYMEHMAIbHbIe YEHHOCHU, NPONA2aHOd, KOMMYHUKAYUS, 20AMUEYOCKUe
Qunomol

The concept of the American Dream

The “American dream” is a value system, which is deeply ingrained in
American history, nevertheless, it still is relevant and it remains the locomotive of
the development of American society. It is one of the core elements of the American
identity. The first stories about the “American dream” can be traced back to English
writer and sailor John Smith’s book, “The General History of Virginia, New England
and the Summer Isles”. When describing America, he wrote “Here every man may
be master and owner of his own labour and land. ...If he has nothing but his hands,
he may...by industries quickly grow rich.” (Smith, 1624). The “American dream” is
also discussed in the declaration of independence of the United States: “We hold
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed
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by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness (Jefferson, 2022).

The “American dream”, even though it had been discussed earlier, is usually
attributed to historian James Truslow Adams, who, in 1931 coined the term “American
dream” in the book “The Epic of America”; he described the “American Dream” as “that
dream of a land in which life should be better and richer and fuller for everyone, with
opportunity for each according to ability or achievement” (Adams, 2012). Adams wrote
that any person is capable of achieving success if they work hard, notwithstanding who
they are and what social class they belong to. According to the Merriam-Webster
dictionary, the ”American dream” is an American social ideal that stresses egalitarianism
and especially material prosperity.

M. Hofman wrote that the “American dream” may sometimes contradict real
life circumstances, but despite that, it is not an abstract dream: it embodies the values
of a society, and, perhaps, chief among them is the respect for others. Society is the
judge of what qualities one should be respected for, and what qualities they should
be shunned for. In the old world, a one’s worth was decided not by one’s wealth, but
by their personal qualities. In the new world, more often, one’s worth is decided by
looking at their bank account. To gain the respect of society one must become a
“millionaire”. Hofman (2013) also writes that the “American dream” is the dream of
material success. For that reason, the 19" century became the time, when those in
search of happiness dared to migrate from the Old world to the New world.

The prioritization of wealth acquisition, its inclusion in the list of national values,
its becoming a way of measuring one’s success in society would sound strange before
the protestant reformation. Tawney suggests that those people, whose main goal was
making money, or, in other words, those, for whom financial gross was the prime
motivator, were treated with mistrust and even contempt (Tawney, 2017). After the
protestant reformation, the striving for gaining wealth became an accepted and valued
goal, maybe, for the first time in human history, and became the main reason of the rise
of western capitalism (Weber, 2005). The new capitalist, in contrast to the entrepreneur
of the Middle Ages, no longer felt guilty for striving to become rich. Exactly the exact
opposite became the norm: poverty was now considered a form of punishment, while
wealth became a reward for one’s values and hard work. The ones who grew their wealth
were seen as beacons of morality, since their position communicated that they possessed
the bourgeois virtues of frugality, diligence, tirelessness, avidity and persistence. Profit
was not a display of one’s greed, but a result of one’s professional skills. At the same
time, poverty was perceived as the result of one’s sloth, failure, and submission to one’s
vices. The poor, instead of receiving christian charity, were segregated from the rest and
considered as punished (Norris & Inglethart, 2011).

Corporations and employers deliberately encouraged the association of a
person with their work. The higher one’s professional status, the more probable it is,
that one will associate oneself with their occupation, and will be a more motivated
worker and will bring more profit to the corporation. The concept of a career
motivates trustworthy employees, who tirelessly work toward furthering the goals of
their company without supervision. Hard work, devotion and loyalty are encouraged
and rewarded (Taylor, 2005).

! https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ American%?20dream

53



Journal of Sociology : Bulletin of Yerevan State University Yol. 14 1(37), 2023

In 1979, Jimmy Carter, the president of the United States (years in office: 1977-
1981) noted that “Human identity is no longer defined by what one does, but by what
one owns”. For many people, consumption has become a more important source of
identity and status than labor?. Researchers have recognized that people consume in
ways that are consistent with their sense of self, they use commodities to create their
self-identities and communicate these selves to others and to themselves (Fisher,
1987; Hart, Clarck, Micken, 2002).

The concept of the “American dream” became substantial thanks to the joint
efforts of the most important and powerful social institutes: politics, business, and
religion. The following values were identified as the components of the “American
dream” by different researchers:

1. Liberty, that promisees success and prosperity for all (Jefferson, 2022),

2. Egalitarism (equal rights for all or prosperity as a principle of organization
of public life), as opposed to elitism, which is typical of European countries (Cullen,
2003),

3. Equal rights to achieving success (in most cases this refers to material
success) (Kowal, 2019),

4. The rule of law, which establishes order and the safety of the citizens
(Wyman, 2015),

5. Strong families, which are a cornerstone of the sustainable development of
society (Cullen, 2003),

6. The idea, that the main guarantor of the achievement of the “American
dream” is the unity of the American nation (Kaufmann, 2002),

7. The exceptional role of the United States in world history and geopolitics
(Smith, 2003).

The idea of the “American dream” is preachted and wildly successful both inside
of the United States and abroad, where it presents the terminal values of equality, liberty,
prosperity and happiness. Hard work, sacrifice, courage in the face of taking risks,
diligence and the act of overcoming hardships are presented as instrumental values,
which are required to achieve the terminal values mentioned above. This implies that
high standards of living (owning property, having high-paid jobs, multiple cars, full
medical insurance) bring about not only high status in the social hierarchy and the
transition to a higher social stratum, but also, more importantly, happiness. Success is
directly linked to the amount of effort that was put in. Big cars and houses, quality items
and accessories, the American smile, and, of course, the flag of the United States are
used to communicate and signify the American lifestyle and the happiness inherent to it.

Along with all the consumption goods and symbols listed above one of the tool
that makes the “American dream” very vital and tangible all around the world is
English language. It has a unique role in the propagation of the “American dream”,
which, thanks to globalization has become the most widespread mean of
communication. In 142 countries around the world, the English language is
mandatory in public schools, in 67 of these countries, English is an official
language’. In many countries, as well as in Armenia, proficiency in English has

2 https://www.ucl.ac.uk/USHistory/Making/Carter.htm
3 https://www.berlitz.com/blog/english-speaking-countries#:~:text=English%20is%20the%20

official%20language,more%20than%20one%20official%20language
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become an important prerequisite for professional growth (Melkumyan &
Tadevosyan, 2022). It expands a person’s opportunities in the globalized world,
bringing them closer to the “American dream”. Globalization united everything, and
the English language made globalization more efficient. Thanks to globalization, the
English language gained worldwide power. According to statistics, English is the
most commonly used language in the world: English is used for passenger
transportation and shipping, the primary language of the internet is English, most of
the international political, scientific, and cultural events are organized in English.

Thanks to the repeated communication of the same ideas, the propagation of
the “American dream”, it affects the lives, behavior, social mobility, and migration
of people around the world. The citizen of the United States is proud that they are
American and they’re proud that they live in a free and independent country.
Meanwhile, foreigners dream of living in a country where everyone has a chance of
living a prosperous life.

Transformation of the American Dream

The United States created an economical system, which provided a fast pace of
economic growth and also raised prosperity levels. The Founding Fathers limited the
right to work for the “American dream” to white property owners. It took many
decades of hard work to make this right unalienable for women, financially insecure
members of society, and people of color, who belonged to the communities that were
enslaved in the past.

President Abraham Lincoln brought about the emancipation, Woodrow Wilson
supported women’s right to vote, and Bill Clinton, along with George W. Bush
advanced the dream of owning property. Barack Obama protected the legal benefits
of the marriage contract, with no consideration of the couple’s sexual orientation.
Obama was also a supporter of Roosevelt’s idea, that healthcare should ba available
for all. He softened the blow of the financial crisis for many, by increasing welfare
funds and state support of students with their education loans (Gibson, 2013).

The Cold War helped solidify the concept of American Exceptionalism. The
Truman doctrine established policies used to resist the USSR and its allies. Each of
Truman’s successors used the lexicon and ideas of American exceptionalism to
solidify the foundation of the ideological fight against communism. George
Kennan’s famous work “The Sources of Soviet Conduct” (July 1947), ends with this
statement: “The issue of Soviet-American relations is in essence a test of the over-
all worth of the United States as a nation among nations. To avoid destruction the
United States need only measure up to its own best traditions and prove itself worthy
of preservation as a great nation” (Kennan, 1947).

However, providing welfare while only using internal resources was quite
problematic. This void was filled with exploitation of people, but, as a consequence
of the abolishment of slavery, the need of finding any resources outside of the United
States appeared. The United States of America filled this void by employing the
following strategies:

1. creating unequal conditions in different platform of trade and economic
interaction (Fajgelbaum, Amit, 2014),

2. creating and expanding global manufacturing monopolies and corporations
(Hubbard, 2021),
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3. regulating cash flows in the world market under the influence of the largest
financial institutions, in which the USA has a dominant role (Costigan, T., Cottle, D.,
Keys, A., 2017),

4. suppressing weak “partners” via military, political, and economic means
(Crawford, 1997),

5. bribing the elites (De Sardan, 1999),

6. attracting highly qualified professionals from around the world, to make
them work for the benefit of the United States, providing it with a leading position
in world economy and scientific progress (Iredale, 2008),

7. supporting the spread of the English language by simplifying it (Johnson, 2009).

Thece conditions are necessary in sustaining the high quality of life in the
United States itself, while also reinforcing the belief in the limitless abilities of the
United States government and in the exceptional role of the United States in the
world.

The challenges of the American Dream

The “American dream” is a value system, which affects every single member
of American society, since it endows the individual the ideas of being a productive
and useful member of society. On one hand, it motivates and inspires the individual,
by employing stories about people, who started from nothing and achieved
unbelievable success, overcoming challenges through hard work and effort, while on
the other hand it imposes that if a person has not achieved success and hasn’t gotten
rich, or is generally unhappy it is mostly his fault, because he did not work hard
enough to achieve his dream. This message, which is almost inseparable from the
concept of the “American dream”, reduces the responsibility of the state and the
society for the failures of its members. People, who are taught that their failure is
directly linked to their individual qualities, are less likely to blame society. In his
2008 speech, Joe Biden emphasized, that “Failure at some point of your life is
inevitable, but giving up is unforgivable” (Wingfield, 2008).

The American value system emphasizes individuality, which, in turn, is strongly
based on diligence, profit, and materialism. American children are raised on the
principles of individualism, and they are confident that they are autonomous
individuals, who are fully responsible for the events of their lives and for their
destinies*. Thus, the “American dream” slightly imposes the idea, that failure must be
perceived as one’s own fault, and society is not to be blamed. This is where the
ambivalence of the “American dream” becomes apparent.

Despite the actions taken in many states by governmental and non-
governmental institutions to meet the needs of vulnerable groups and disadvantaged
members of the society, it is also obvious that inequality at all levels and between all
groups of people continues to exist and play a significant role in the USA today.
Women still have to face unequal treatment, discrimination and prejudice, and so do
racial, ethnic and religious minorities, as well as people who have a low socio-
economic status, people with disabilities and members of the LGBTQ+ community,
all of whom are vulnerable members of society. The idea that, in America, everyone
is born equal, is no longer true. Every single person born in the USA enters society

“http://www.umsl.edu/services/intelstu/Admitted%20Students/Visitor%20Handbook/keyvalues.html
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with different levels of social, cultural, and economic capital, which greatly dictates
the path their life will take and their social mobility. A class system is actively
present and has a tremendous impact on the everyday lives of today’s Americans.
Social mobility in the American reality is not as easy and unambiguous as it seems.
The main confusion comes from the treatment of societal obstacles as personal
failures. In his book “Illusions of opportunity”, John Schwarz (1997) states that “the
amount of people who don’t have sufficient living conditions outweighs the
population of the 100 largest American cities combined”. He states, that even though
the unemployment rate in the US is low, the amount of jobs that can sustain a “bare
minimum level of dignified standard of living” is severely limited and does not able
to satisfy everyone who needs them. The absence of such jobs fundamentally calls
into question the possibility of achieving the “American dream”. The study results
show that 57% of respondents are of the opinion that “the American dream is
unachievable” for most American families, more than 2/3 of the respondents are
worried that their children won’t be able to live their lives like their parents. 59% of
African-Americans have stated that the “American dream” is unachievable (Beder,
2018).

Levonyan-Radloff writes, that when taking into account the record amount of
student loans, income stagnation, and the unemployment rate of college graduates,
people start to doubt not only the value that college education provides, but also the
plausibility of achieving the “American dream”. People aged 18-24 face more
difficulties than their parents’ generation (Levonyan Radolff, 2013).

Furthermore, for the majority of Americans, graduating college was not a
required factor in achieving the “American dream” or just living a middle class
lifestyle 4-5 decades ago. After World War 2 American industry was prospering and
developing supply chains for automobile manufacturing, weapons, medicine and many
other goods: people were able to achieve the “American dream” straight out of
highschool, by entering the job market as laborers, earning a decent living and learning
all the skills they’d require right on the job (Tescher & Ehrbeck, 2018). However, in
the last 30 years, American Economy, which was mostly industrial, started shifting in
the direction of a more technologically advanced global service economy: an economy,
where college education is a necessary part of achieving the “American dream”. It can
be concluded that the instrumental values of the “American dream” are changing, hard
work is no longer enough, education is also a must nowadays.

Thus, the following challenges to the viability of the “American dream” can be
distinguished:

e Social inequality and the limited nature of vertical social mobility
possibilities,

o Increase of poverty and the social polarization of the rich and the poor,

e Racism and discrimination,

e National debt growth?,

o The depreciation of instrumental values, which simultaneously challenges
terminal values: there is an end, the means of achieving which are not clear, leading
to a social anomaly,

5 https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD?end=202 1 &locations=US &start=1960
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e Social epidemics of obesity, child abuse and drug addiction also endanger
the “American dream”,

¢ Climate change,

¢ Business managed democracy, business managed culture and consumerism
subordinate all other values,

e US president Donald Trump’s “Make America Great Again” slogan
suggests that America is not as great as it used to be.

Research Methodology

This research examines the visual, verbal and audial communication of the
terminal and instrumental valueas of the “American dream”. The purpose of the
research is to identify, how are the terminal and instrumental values of the
“American dream” communicated. For that reason, the method of content analysis
of Hollywood films about the “American dream” was chosen for this research.

The research was conducted in 7 key steps 1) setting goals and objectives, 2)
watching and studying Hollywood films, 3) definition of changes, 4) content analysis
tool creation, 5) collection of information, 6) information categorization, 7) analysis
and presentation of research results.

Research Sampling

The sample of the research is drawn from films released in 2018-2021, which
feature the “American dream” as a value. For the study, 5 categories of films were
selected: Anti-racist films, films about family, films about the US president, films
about the US Armed Forces and the rule of law in the US. In films that discuss these
themes, the terminal and instrumental values of the “American deram” are
emphasized. Purposive sampling was carried out on the IMDb website, and a search
for films according to the selected categories was carried out using keywords (See
Table 1). Then, the films that were produced most recently, were viewed the most,
were the most critically acclaimed, had the highest ratings, grossed the highest were
selected as most typical and influential.

Table 1
Criteria for selecting Hollywood films for content analysis.
Category Keywords
Family «family», «American family», «films about American familiesy,
«movies about families pursuing the American dream»
Army «army», «American army», «movies about American army»,
«American military movies»
President «president», «American president», «US president», «president of

the United States», «movies about American presidenty», «movies
about saving the American presidenty

Antiracist «anti racismy, «racismy», «movies about racism», «American
movies about racismy», «Hollywood movies about racism»
Rule of law «FBI», «movies about FBI», «American movies about FBI»,

«CIA», «movies about CIA», «American movies about CIAy,
«Hollywood movies about CIA»
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The challenges of the “American dream” in Hollywood films

Lee Isaac Chung’s 2020 film “Minari” was selected to be researched from the
category of Hollywood films about family. Stories about immigrants who achieve
success in the US are very commonplace in Hollywood cinema (such as “America
America” by Elia Kazan or “Green card” Peter Weir or “Spanglish” by James L.
Brooks), but this film is not one of them. This film shows that nothing is as easy as
it seems on the way to the “American dream”. The family depicted in the film worked
at a poultry factory during the 10 years they’d lived in the US, but it still had not
achieved the success they dreamed of. In the beginning of the film, the family is seen
heading to their new home in a car. The long and completely green road leading to
the family’s new house in this scene is meant to represent the terminal values of the
“American dream”, particularly, the liberty. The road is leading the family toward a
new life in a free and independent country. However, the house the road leads to is
nothing like the big two-story house typical of the “American dream”. It is, in fact,
a very humble house on wheels, which is in need of renovation. The father of the
family, Jacob (played by Steven Yeun), and his 2 children are very excited and
happy, while the mother of the family, Monica (played by Han Ye-ri), is
disappointed. The film mainly communicates the instrumental values of the
“American dream”. While the new home is quite humble, the land purchased along
with it is quite large and fruitful. Jacob’s goal in the film is to earn good money by
farming. Jacob is seen throughout the film, working the farm and growing Korean
vegetables. At the same time, Jacob and Monica continue working at the poultry
factory. Throughout the film, the values of hard work and overcoming challenges
are communicated visually and verbally. It is noteworthy that during the 10 years
that they lived in America, the family did not start to feel like a full part of American
society, Monica still does not speak English well. The “American dream” is also
communicated through one of the taglines of the film - “Family, Dream, Liberty”:
these are the 3 key values, which the immigrant family strives for in America. In
“Minari”, the “American dream” is presented under a critical light, attempting to
show the reality, which immigrants have to face on their way to the “American
dream” When the heroes of the film seem to have made some progress, a fire breaks
out at the farm, burning the family’s “American dream” along with it, but in the
forest near it, a minari plant planted by the grandmother is seen, giving the hope that
not all is lost (Chung, 2020).

Joseph Kosinski’s 2022 film “Top Gun: Maverick” was studied as a film
belonging to the category “about the US Armed Forces”, which is meant to show
the power of the US Air Force to the world. The film shows the heavy training that
members of the Air Force have to go through in preparation for important missions.
“Maverick” shows that there is no military mission, that the US Air Force can’t
complete, which, in turn, helps the US reinforce its image as a powerful country
where dreams come true. The film is also an example of militaristic propaganda: the
Pentagon donated 1.8 million dollars to the production of the film for using their
devices. The US flag is almost omnipresent throughout the film, it’s featured even
on Maverick’s (played by Tom Cruise) jacket (Kosinski, 2022).

Spike Lee’s 2018 film “BlacKkKlansman”, like many other films by him, is
about the problem of racism in the US. This “anti-racist” film that was based on real
events tells the story of the only black policeman of the Colorado Springs police force,
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Ron Stallworth (played by John David Washington), who calls the “Ku Klux Klan”
organization pretending to be a white man and tells them that he wants to become a
member, this results in him being invited to an interview. Stallworth’s Jewish
colleague goes to the interview instead of him, who manages to convince the Klan that
he’s not Jewish and that he hates African-Americans. The film is set in 70s America,
a time when racism was widespread, the Ku Klux Klan was active, and the Black
Panther Party was fighting back against it, trying to protect black rights. While
watching the film, it becomes apparent that the US of the 70s was not as egalitarian as
it always presented itself to be, starting from the Declaration of Independence to
presidents’ speeches, films, and television. In contrast to many films about the
“American Dream”, where the flag of the United States is flown, here, the flag is joined
by the Confederate battle flag on front porches, storefronts and even the police station.
Throughout the film, Ku Klux Klan members constantly talk about differences
between white people and black people, often mentioning that white people are
members of the Aryan race. It never occurs to the Klan members, who spoke to the
black detective on the phone, that their conversation partner is black, but they
constantly mention how distinct a black person’s voice and manner of speech is from
a white person’s. The phrase “God bless white America” creates a further divide
between white Americans and people of other races. One of the leaders of the Ku Klux
Klan, David Duke, when speaking of national services, states that people like him are
needed, “to make America great again”. This phrase is a direct reference to Donald
Trump’s election campaign slogan “Make America Great Again” : The director shows
that the problem that is the differentiation of black and white people has always been
present in the US and has not ceased to be. It is also noteworthy, that the black
Americans shown in the film are educated, hardworking people, who are simply
fighting for their rights, while some white people are criminals involved in suspicious
activities, who try to limit the rights of the black people. “BlacKkKlansman”
challenges all the stereotypes inherent to the representation of black persons in cinema.
In many Hollywood films, black people are presented as criminals, drug dealers,
athletes, or victims of poor socio-economic status (Denzin, 2005; Yuen, 2017). In
contrast, this film features a black protagonist who is a member of the police forces,
black people wear stylish clothing, inhabit good neighbourhoods and not ghettos. The
film also ingeniously communicates the value of freedom through music, using the
following tracks: Phillips Band’s “Freedom ride”, James Brown’s “Say It Loud-I'm
Black and I’'m Proud”, Dan Whitener’s “We Are Gonna Be Okay”. The closing shot
of the film shows the US flag upside down, while the red and white stripes turn black
and white. With this image, the film director tells us that the US flag that is meant to
represent liberty, equality and justice for all, does not reflect the American reality,
where racism, injustice, and inequality exist (Lee, 2018).

The film “BlacKkKlansman” was also analyzed in the “Rule of law” category,
as that is also a theme that is apparent in the film, emphasizing the role of the FBI
(Federal Bureau of Investigations) and the police. In this film, Stallworth, the
protagonist, is a member of the police force, whose duty is to enforce the rule of law
and to protect the people. He develops a plot to fight the Ku Klux Klan from within.
The film puts on display both the strengths and the shortcomings of the police.
Despite the fact that the police works efficiently, there are still some shortcomings:,
for example, the police still employs people with racist worldviews, who abuse the
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power given to them by the law. Nevertheless, there still are policemen, who, like
Stallworth, that use the same power to help the people. The film shows the efficiency
of the police force in dangerous conditions, when an undercover detective can be
discovered anytime. Stallworth collaborates with the FBI, to receive the secret
information, through which he finds out that 2 members of the Ku Klux Klan work
at the Pentagon, and, in addition to that, the Ku Klux Klan is one of the prime
suspects in the case of the disappearance of weapons belonging to the US Armed
Forces. Here, the efficiency of US law enforcement is shown in contrast of the
existence of members of law enforcement that threaten the safety of both the
government and the people. Despite the fact, that in the end, thanks to the efficient
cooperation of the detective and the police the act of terror planned by the Ku Klux
Klan is stopped, the criminal policeman is arrested, but in the final few scenes that
are actually recordings of real events that took place in 2017, the Ku Klux Klan and
other neo-nazi groups are shown to still be attacking black people and other citizens
who fight for black rights (Lee, 2018).

The 2019 film “Angel has fallen” was selected to represent the category of films
“about the president”. It tells the story of the president being under attack just before
the elections. The film communicates an array of both terminal (equality, liberty,
wealth, happiness, family, etc.) and instrumental (hard work, sacrifice, overcoming the
difficulties) values linked to the “American dream”. Besides that, the rule of law is
emphasized in the storyline that follows the investigation of the attack on the president
of the FBI. The film presents Russia and the president of the Russian Federation as
enemies of the US. The protagonist of the movie is successful in single-handedly
defeating the antagonistic force and protecting the president. Scripts like these are
typical to Hollywood films about saving the president. The US flag is prominently
featured throughout the film, the United States’ capability of defeating any threat is
emphasized multiple times, the FBI is shown as an efficient and operative institution,
successful in keeping the president and the country itself safe and secure (Waugh,
2019).

Conclusion

The study of the Hollywood films of 2018-2021 shows, that the cinema industry
is effectively used as a part of propaganda toolset, which supports the establishment of
the “American dream” as a value system inside and outside of the United States.
Taking into account the fact, that Hollywood is among 10 of the the most viewed
movie industries throughout the world, the concept of the “American dream” spreads
to and affects both US citizens and foreigners. This article examines the representation
of the terminal and instrumental values of the “American Dream” in 4 films with anti-
racist content, as well as films about fammily, the American Armed Forces, the US
president, and the rule of law, through visual, verbal and audio means typical of
cinematography. An interesting trend can be observed in these 4 films shot in 2018-
2021 in terms of the communication of the "American dream". Compared to the
idealized films made in earlier years (such as “Citizen Kane” (1941), “East of Eden”
(1955), “A Raisin in the Sun” (1961), “America America” (1963), “Stay Hungry”
(1976), “Ragtime” (1981), “Wall Street” (1987), “Forrest Gump” (1994), “There will
be blood” (2007), and “The Social Network™ (2010)), the 4 films studied in this article
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present a more critical approach, taking into account the current challenges of
American society and the "American dream”. Communicating the same terminal and
instrumental values, the films nevertheless show the existing contradictions. Hard
work does not always lead to the "American dream". Even though the fight for equality
is going strong, inequalities still exist. Along with the rule of law, there are also
manifestations of corruption. At the same time, the USA continues to be presented as
a safe, powerful and wealthy country.
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The results of the correlation analysis allow us to conclude that in important factors of doping
use, coaches generally have a positive impact on their athletes. However, on the other hand,
coaching misconceptions are also passed on to athletes, which are formed as a result of
receiving incorrect information from other coaches or the media, which can lead to the
accidental use of prohibited specific substances and athlete disqualification.
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2021 6 cocmae 80CMOYHO-e8PONEIUCKOU PE2UOHATbHOLU AHMUOONUHE080U Op2AHU3AYUU U
umelowux cepmuguram coomeemcmeus cmanoapmam BAIJA. s yuacmus 6
uccnedoganuu 6vii0 omoobpano 270 mpenepos u 810 cnopmcmenos. Amnkemwt O0s
CaMOCMOAMENbHO20 3aNONHEHUs. MpPeHepamy U Cnopmcmenamu Ovliu paspabomansl u
0006penvt BAJ[A. Kowneunoii yenvio ucciedo8anus AGIAI0CL onpedeienue OCHOBHbIX
KOMNOHEHMO8 AHMUOONUHZ080U 00PA308AMENbHOU NPOZPAMMbL OJisl MPEHEPOs, KOMopble
NO380AM 06ecneuums NOIONCUMENbHOE GIUAHUE MPEHEPOE HA OMHOUEHUE CHOPICMEHO8
K Oonuney. Pezynbmamer ucciedosanus noseonarom coenamsv 6vi600 0 HEOOX0OUMOCHU
BKNIIOYEHUs 8 Npocpammy oOyuenus mpenepos Apmenuu, Ipyzuu u Mondoswr credyrouux
acnekmos. pasviCHeHue poau aHMUOONUHZO6bIX OpP2aHU3AYUL, OMEEmCMEEHHbIX 34
mecmuposanue u OUCKEAIUPUKayuio CHOPMCMeH08 HAYUOHATILHO2O U MENCOYHAPOOHO20
YpOBHA, nNoOpoOHOe O00BACHEHUe pasHUybl Medcoy 6eujeCmeamy, 3anpeujeHHbIMU
NOCMOAHHO U MONLKO 60 BpPeMs COPEBHOBAHUU, OObACHeHUe pasiuyutl MmedxHcoy
npumeHeHuem cneyupQuueckux u Hecneyuguueckux cyocmanyuil, 03HaKOMAEHUe ¢ MUPOBOT
CMamucmuKkou HapyuieHuti anmuoonuH206blx npasui. Pesynemamol Koppenayuonnozo
aHanu3a no360AI0M COEIAMb 8blG0O O MOM, YMO 6 BAJICHLIX PAKMOPAX NpumeHeHus
00nUH2a MPeHePblL 8 YeIOM OKA3bIBAION NOJIOMHCUMENbHOE GIUSHUE HA CEOUX CNOPHICMEHOS.
Oonako, ¢ Opyeoli CMOPOHbL, CHOPMCMEHAM Nepedaromes maxxice U 3a0ayrHcoeHuUs:
mpenepos, Komopule POPMUPYIOMcs 6 pe3yabmame NOJIYHEHUs. HEBEPHOU UHPOpMAyULU Om
Opyeux mpenepog umu CMHU, umo moocem npusecmu K CIYYAUHOMY UCHOTb308AHUIO
3anpeujeHHbIX cneyupuueckux cyocmanyutl U OUCKEAIUPUKAYUYU AMIemo8.

KnrueBble ciioBa: coyuonocuueckue uccne008anus, mpeHepsl, CHOPMCMEHbL,
npeocmaegienus 0 OONUHze 6 CHopme, MeJICHAYUOHANbHOE PACCe008aHUe

Introduction

Until now, vast majority of studies on the influence of coaches' beliefs towards
the use of prohibited substances and methods on their athletes' attitudes towards
doping has been conducted in Western European countries.

In the countries of Eastern Europe, including Armenia, Georgia, and Moldova,
similar studies have not been conducted. The aim of study was to determine to what
extent the state doping support system adopted in the USSR, influenced the attitudes
and beliefs of coaches in the WADA certified members of the Eastern European
Regional Anti-Doping Organization in 2008-2021 and to what extent these
phenomena influenced the attitudes of their athletes to doping.

With funding from the WADA, a survey was conducted of coaches and athletes
in Armenia, Georgia, and Moldova with respect to existing knowledge and attitudes
around doping, with the aim of identifying essential components for education
programs for coaches to ensure a positive impact on the attitudes and beliefs of their
athletes around doping. It was considered that social and cultural norms, perceived roles
and behavioral control beliefs (reflecting both internal and external control processes)
would significantly predict coaches’ attitudes and beliefs about doping and doping
education, and those coaches’ attitudes and beliefs about doping and their role in doping
education will be reflected in their athletes’ attitudes towards doping and doping
susceptibility.

It is known that the coaches play an important role in an athlete’s sporting
career, and coaches are frequently identified as a potential precipitating factor in
athlete doping (Allen et al., 2015; Backhouse et al., 2007; Backhouse et al., 2012;
Cleret L et al., 2011; Donovan et al., 2002; Figved, 1992; Fung et al., 2006; Laure
etal., 2003; Lazuras et al., 2010; Lentillon-Kaestner et al., 2010; Smith et al., 2010,
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Laure et al., 2003; Laure et al., 2011; Kirby et al. 2011; Lucidi et al., 2008).

The main objectives of this study was to investigate the extent to which the
differences in social and cultural norms in these countries influence the beliefs and
attitudes towards doping of Coaches and Athletes and to identify how coaches are a
potential precipitating factor in athletes' use of prohibited substances.

Aims of this study

This study focuses on the beliefs and attitudes towards doping of Coaches and
Athletes in Armenia, Georgia and Moldova and on the similarities and differences
between this WADA certified members of the Eastern European Regional Anti-
Doping Organization in 2008-2021 on these measures.

Material and Methods

Surveys of coaches and athletes using a self-completion questionnaire.

Coach and Athletes Selection: Coaches and athletes were selected from National
Teams. In total, two hundred and seventy coaches and eight hundred and ten athletes
(three under each coach) were selected and completed the questionnaire. The
selection of coaches ensured that both coaches with extensive work experience (30
years or more who began their activities in the USSR), and young coaches (who
started coaching in the 2000s) were included in the sample.

Questionnaire. Self-completion questionnaires for coaches and athletes were
developed by Hovhannisyan et al. in a first-phase Pilot study and approved by
WADA (Hovhannisyan et al. 2018). The questionnaire for coaches and for athletes
included 26 questions of which 17 related to the following topics: perceived
motivations of doping athletes; perceived effectiveness of anti-doping programs;
beliefs about doping in sport and beliefs as a coach about doping. The
questionnaires were piloted with coaches and athletes in each country.

Ethics approval: According to the laws of Armenia, Georgia, and Moldova,
State ethics approval is not required for this kind of research, but each research
organization granted permission from its Ethics Committee.

Statistical analysis

The questionnaire data were transformed to an Excel database for data
management and statistical analyses using IBM SPSS Amos™ statistic program
version 23, 2019. All statistical tests were evaluated against a 0.05 level of
significance, and were two-sided tests. Before comparison of the data within or
between groups, all data were checked for normality test (p=0.05). Descriptive
statistics, including the mean and standard deviation were used to compare the data
for the three countries. Depending on the results of the normality test, the comparative
assessment of the results between the three countries was made using the Kruskal-
Wallis non-parametric one-way ANOVA rank-order test, with post hoc Dunn’s
Multiple Comparison Test, or parametric one-way independent measures ANOVA
with Tukey’s Multiple Comparison Test. Correlation analyses of the coaches’ and
athletes data were conducted using the Pearson or Spearman correlation coefficient
depending on the results of the normality test.

Results and Discussion
Sample Demographic data
The mean ages of coaches and athletes were similar across all three countries.
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Overall, 14% of participants represented team sports disciplines and 86%
represented individual sports disciplines. More than half of the athletes were
international-level athletes. About 80% of coaches and athletes were males. Whilst
there was some variation between the three countries in mean ages and years of
experience, none of these was statistically significant (Table 1).

Table 1
Age and working/training experiences of survey participants
Age, years Experiences, years
Country Coaches Athletes Coaches Athletes
Armenia 45.51£13.9 24.3045.5 13.88+9.6 10.4£5.6
Georgia 42.93+10.7 19.98+2.7 10.44+ 6.7 6.76+3.3
Moldova 43.30+10.7 20.53+3.1 11.41£7.0 7.5843.3

Beliefs about influences on an athlete’s decision to dope
Coaches and athletes were presented with five possible reasons for athletes’
decisions to get involved in performance enhancing doping and asked to indicate
whether they agreed or disagreed with each factor as a potential influence in
athletes’ decision to dope. The five factors and the percent agreeing with each of
these are presented in Table 2.
Table 2
Percent of coaches and athletes in each country agreeing that each of the listed
factors ‘potentially influences an athlete’s decision to dope.

% agree
Reason for Armenia Georgia Moldova Total

Doping Coaches| Athletes |Coaches| Athletes |Coaches| Athletes | Coaches Athletes
Economic/ 40.0 51.7 422 26.7 46.7 25.6 43.1 414
monetary
Speed up reco{ 33.0 73.7 38.9 70.4 45.6 32.6 39.7 59.1
very from injury
Improve 75.6 53.0 66.7 259 75.6 30.4 71.6 36.4
performance
Prolong career i 46.7 80.7 51.1 20.4 46.7 27.8 48.1 43.8
sport
Due to peen 23.6 68.2 37.8 17.4 30.0 21.1 30.5 36.4
pressure

Table 2 shows that, whilst the percentages for the various factors vary between
countries and between athletes and coaches, each of the five factors was nominated
as influencing athletes’ decision to dope by substantial proportions of respondents
(i-e., from 21% to 81%). The factor most frequently nominated by Coaches across
all three countries was “To improve performance” (71.6%; versus 36.4% for
athletes), whereas the factor most frequently nominated by athletes, particularly in
Armenia and Georgia, was “To speed up recovery” (59.1%; versus 39.7% for
Coaches). Table 2 also shows that Athletes in Armenia are more likely to nominate
each of these factors than Georgian and Moldovan athletes, and particularly “7o
prolong a career in sport”.

Perceived Effectiveness of Current Anti-Doping Activities

Coaches and athletes were asked to indicate whether they agreed or disagreed
that the current system of drug testing is effective in catching dopers both in-
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competition and out-of-competition. They were then asked to indicate whether they
agreed or disagreed that anti-doping education programs are effective in deterring
athletes from doping, and whether the current sanction of a 4-year ban for a first
doping offence is sufficiently strict to deter athletes from doping. The percentages
agreeing with each of these factors are shown in Table 3.

Table 3
Beliefs about the effectiveness of anti-doping activities: % agreeing with these statements.
% agree
Statement Armenia Georgia Moldova Total

Coaches|Athletes |Coaches|Athletes |Coaches|Athletes |Coaches|Athletes

The current system of drug]
testing is effective in|
catching dopers in-
lcompetition

The current system of drug
testing is effective in catching83.3 53.3 72.2 80.7 72.5 71.5 85.6 68.5
dopers out of competition
/Anti-Doping education pro-
grams are effective in
deterring  athletes  from)
doping

The current sanction of a 4
lyear ban for a first doping
offence is sufficiently strict]
to deter athletes from doping]

Table 3 shows that overall, a substantial majority of coaches and athletes
across all three countries agree that current drug testing, both in and out of
competition, is effective in catching dopers, and that anti-doping education
programs and the current 4-year ban for a first offence are effective deterrents to
doping. However, apart from Georgia for ‘out of competition testing’ and ‘the
current sanction’, coaches across all three countries are more likely than athletes to
agree that each of these current activities is ‘effective’.

Coaches and athletes were also asked whether they had ‘any suggestions for
how the current drug testing and sanctions system and how the content or delivery
of anti-doping education could be improved’. The percent answering ‘yes’ to this
question are shown in Table 4. Consistent with the high percentages agreeing that
the above four factors were ‘effective’, and/or reflecting a lack knowledge in these
areas, Table 4 shows that very few coaches and athletes across all three countries
had any suggestions for improvements in these areas of education, testing and
sanctions.

82.3 58.9 83.3 51.8 81.3 73.7 81.7 61.9

87.8 64.4 80.0 67.8 80.2 75.2 75.6 68.5

75.6 61.4 722 73.7 73.6 66.7 76.0 57.3

Societal Issues

Respondents were asked their opinion on two broad societal issues: whether
or not they believed that ‘the media blows the doping issue out of proportion’ and
whether or not they believed that ‘legalizing performance enhancements would be
beneficial for sports’. The percent stating they agreed with each of these statements
is shown in Table 5.
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Table 4
Percent nominating any suggestions for improvement of drug testing and sanctions
and the content or delivery of anti-doping education.

% agree
Statement Armenia Georgia Moldova Total
Coaches| Athletes |Coaches| Athletes |Coaches| Athletes | Coaches | Athletes
Improvement for drug ), | 6 | 55 | 33 | 33 | 37 22 | 34
testing and sanctions
fmprovement for antih )y | 35 | 56 | 33 | 55 | 41 | 75 | 3.6
doping education
Table 5
Percent Agreement with Societal Issues
% agree
Statement Armenia Georgia Moldova Total
Coaches| Athletes |Coaches| Athletes |Coaches| Athletes |Coaches| Athletes
Themediablowsthedo- |59 | 774 | 689 | 767 | 67.0 | 663 | 550 | 73.1
ing issue out of proportion
Legalizing performance en-|
hancements drugs would 18 315 8.9 29.3 9.9 25.6 12.3 28.6
Ibe beneficial for sports

Table 5 shows that around two-thirds or more of coaches and athletes in
Georgia and Moldova, and three quarters of athletes in Armenia believe that the
media blows the doping issue out of proportion.

With respect to the legalization of performance enhancements substances,
Table 5 shows that whilst the vast majority of both athletes and coaches in all three
countries disagreed with this proposition, higher proportions of athletes in each
country agreed with this proposition compared to coaches.

Beliefs About Coach Behaviors That Could Contribute to Doping by Athletes

Respondents were presented with the four Coach behaviors listed in Table 6 and
asked whether they agreed or disagreed that these behaviors contributed to athletes being
positively disposed toward doping. The percentages agreeing with each coach behavior
contributing to a positive attitude to doping amongst athletes are shown in Table 6.

Table 6 shows that almost 60% of Coaches (versus 24% of athletes) agree that both
‘punishing mistakes by shouting at or dropping the athlete in question’ and ‘actively
encouraging rivalry’ could contribute to positive doping attitudes amongst athletes. In
contrast, athletes most frequently nominated ‘Showing favoritism towards the best athletes’
as contributing to a positive doping attitude amongst athletes (50.4% versus 34.9% of
Coaches).

Table 6
Percent Agreement that Coach Behaviors could contribute to positive doping
attitudes amongst Athletes

% agree

Statement Armenia Georgia Moldova Total

Coaches|Athletes| Coaches|Athletes|Coaches|Athletes|Coaches| Athletes
Failing to reward effort/ -\ ¢33 1 96 | 78 | 96 | 187 | 33.7 | 2908 | 169
improvement by athletes
Punishing mistakes by
shouting at or dropping 61.1 6.3 65.5 404 | 494 | 278 58.7 24.3
the athlete in question
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Showing favoritism towards|
the best athletes in the group 133 58.5 51.1 459 | 384 | 474 34.9 50.4

IActively encouraging
rivalry between team- 61.1 6.3 65.5 404 | 494 27.8 58.2 24.4
imates/training partners

Table 6 also shows some variation between coaches’ and athletes’ responses by
country. For example, only 13.3% of Armenian coaches nominated ‘favoritism’ as an
influencing factor, versus 51.1% and 38.4% of Georgian and Moldovan Coaches, and
only 7.8% of Georgian Coaches and 18.7% of Moldovan Coaches nominated ‘failing
to reward effort’ versus 63.3% of Armenian Coaches.

Actions Would Take if Respondents Became Aware of or Suspected that an
Athlete Possessed a Prohibited Substance

Respondents were presented with the five actions listed in Table 7 and asked
which action they thought they would take if they saw or knew that an athlete accepted
or bought a prohibited substance. Table 7 shows that overall; a substantial majority
of both Coaches (78.7%) and Athletes (69.5%) would report this behavior either to
their National Anti-Doping Organization (NADO) (45.1% and 44.2% respectively)
or their Sports Federation (33.6% and 25.3% respectively).

However, there are a number of notable differences between the countries for
both Coaches and Athletes. For example, Armenian Coaches are far more likely to
report the behavior to their NADO (73.3%), whereas Georgian and Moldovan
Coaches are more likely to report the behavior to their Sports Federation: 37.8% and
52.7% respectively It is also of concern that 11.4% of all Coaches stated they would
‘explain to the athlete how to take the substance’, with the percentages much higher
in Georgia (13.3%) and Moldova (15.4%) than in Armenia (5.6%). With respect to
Athletes, far fewer Moldovan than Armenian and Georgian Athletes would report this
behavior to their NADO or Sports Federation: 36.7% versus 84.9% and 87.0%
respectively.

Table 7
Percent Nominating Action They Would Take if Respondents Became Aware of or
Suspected that an Athlete Possessed a Prohibited Substance

% agree
Statement Armenia Georgia Moldova Total
Coaches| Athletes | Coaches |Athletes| Coaches | Athletes | Coaches | Athletes
[ will report this
o the ADO 73.3 51.6 30.0 68.5 319 12.6 451 44.2
[ will report this
to the sports 10.0 333 37.8 18.5 52.7 24.1 33.6 25.3
federation
[ will talk with
the athlete 11.1 8.1 18.9 7.4 0.0 56.7 10.0 24.1
I will explain to
the athlete how 5.6 6.3 13.3 5.6 15.4 5.1 114 5.7
to take it
[willnottake | 5 | 7 0.0 | 00 | 00 15 0.0 0.4
any action

Respondents were presented with the three actions in Table 8 and asked which
one they would take if they became aware that an athlete had received information
on how long a particular prohibited substance would take to be removed from their
body.
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Consistent with the results in Table 8, Moldovan Coaches were far less likely
than Armenian and Georgian Coaches to state they ‘would tell them to ignore that
information and to never use any prohibited substance’: 67% versus 94.4% and
86.7% respectively. Conversely, Moldovan Athletes were more likely than
Moldovan Coaches to ‘tell them to ignore that information and to never use any
prohibited substance’ (83% versus 67%), and more likely than Armenian and
Georgian Athletes to nominate this action. Overall, substantial percentages of either
athletes or coaches across all three countries indicate a tolerance of athletes using a
prohibited substance.

Coaches’ Beliefs about their Role in Anti-Doping
Coaches were presented with the three statements in Table 9 and asked whether
they agreed or disagreed with each statement. Table 9 shows the percent agreeing with
each statement. Overall, across all three countries, 80% or more of Coaches agree that
they are ‘expected to deter their athletes from doping” and that they ‘plan to provide
their athletes with anti-doing information’. Around three-quarters or more also state that
they ‘feel under pressure to promote ant-doping’. Whilst the 80% of Coaches ‘plan to
provide their athletes with anti-doping information’, around one in five Georgian and
Moldovan Coaches 'do not plan to do so’.
Table 8
Percent nominating action that coaches and athletes would take if became aware that
an athlete received information about how long a Prohibited substance remained in

their body
% agree
Statement Armenia Georgia Moldova Total
Coaches|Athletes|Coaches|Athletes|Coaches|Athletes|Coaches| Athletes

[ would tell them to ignore
that information and to

o 944 66.3 86.7 66.6 67.0 83.0 | 827 72.0
never use any prohibited
substance
[ would make the
appropriate caleulations 1 4| 304 | 100 | 203 | 99 | 89 | 81 | 229
land recommend using this
substance on that basis
[ would check the informa-|
tion via the Internet or
from sports doctors and on
the basis of the informa- 1.1 33 33 4.1 23.1 8.1 9.2 5.2
tion received, recommend
it to be used or not

Table 9
Coaches’ Beliefs about Their Role in Anti-Doping
% agree
Statement Armenia Georgia Moldova Total

It is expected of me that I deter the
athletes I work with from doping 823 833 81.3 823
I feel under pressure in my role as a 333 79 75 76.0
coach to promote anti-doping
[ plan to provide anti-doping
information to athletes I work with 87.8 80.0 802 82.7
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Discussion

The similarities and differences between countries.

Analyzing the obtained results of similarities and differences between Armenia,
Georgia and Moldova, it can be concluded that the differences in social and cultural
norms in these countries to a much lesser extent determine the beliefs of coaches
about doping, which can be transmitted to athletes. Despite the differences above the
situation regarding Coaches’ Beliefs about their role in Anti-Doping is approximately
the same in all countries and shows that coaches understand their role in preventing
the use of prohibited substances by their athletes.

To a much greater extent, the positive impact of coaches on their athletes depends
on the degree of education and awareness of coaches in the anti-doping field. With
respect to differences between countries, it appears to be a need for greater education
of Coaches in Moldova and Georgia with respect to reporting an athlete suspected of
possessing a prohibited substance, and/or more proactive action by the NADOs in those
countries to encourage and support such reporting, and a need for reducing the tolerance
of doping by Coaches and Athletes in Moldova.

There was no significant difference in the distribution of answers regarding
the effectiveness of the current system of In-Competition and Out-of-Competition
testing. More than 70% in all countries of coaches believe that the current system
Out-of-competition and In-competition testing are effective. The same situation was
registered for education programs and sanction in all three countries. Less than 10%
of coaches agree that the testing, sanctions and education system should improve in
Armenia, Georgia and Moldova.

More than half of coaches in Georgia and Moldova believe that the media blows
the doping issue out of proportion an opposite situation was registered in Armenia
where the media practically does not interfere in Armenian NADO after the formation
of the Anti-Dopin Agency and after creating the special page on Facebook and new
website. Practically all coaches (> 80%) in all countries were against legalizing of
the prohibited substances and methods (performance enhancing substances).

The beliefs of coaches on the extent to which coaches can contribute to the
positive attitude of athletes towards doping are highly divided. The significant
difference were obtained in the beliefs regarding ‘Failing to reward
effort/improvement by athletes” between Armenia and other counties. The same
situation was obtained for “Showing favoritism towards the best athletes in the
group”. The responses of survey participants in Georgia and Moldova are similar,
in contrast with Armenia. At the same time, in the remaining two aspects “Punishing
mistakes by shouting at or dropping the athlete in question” and “Actively
encouraging rivalry between team-mates/training partner”, the beliefs of coaches in
all countries is approximately the same.

Only a small percentage of Coaches in all three countries would explain to the
athlete how to take a prohibited substance. Less than 10% of coaches are sure that
if they have the necessary information they will recommend to their athletes to take
a prohibited substance. Despite the differences above the situation regarding
Coaches’ Beliefs about their role in Anti-Doping is approximately the same in all
countries and shows that coaches understand their role in preventing the use of
prohibited substances by their athletes. With respect to differences between
countries, there appears to be a need for greater education of Coaches in Moldova
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and Georgia with respect to reporting an athlete suspected of possessing a
prohibited substance, and/or more proactive action by the NADOs in those
countries to encourage and support such reporting, and a need for reducing the
tolerance of doping by Coaches and Athletes in Moldova.

The only misconception of coaches, the cause of which is the legacy that remains
from the propaganda that was conducted in the USSR and continues in the Russian
media “all athletes use doping but only the USSR athletes are being sanctioned”, is the
attitude of coaches to the problem, which can be assessed as a negative impact on
athletes, for example the Athletes beliefs regarding the legalizing performance
enhancements drugs. All other differences are due more to the quality of work of the
Anti-Doping Agencies than to differences in Social and cultural norms.

The similarities and differences between coaches and athletes.

The results of statistical analysis show that it was big statistical difference
between Athletes and Coaches believes in following aspects:

The significant difference between athletes and Coaches believes was obtained
for evaluation the factors of reasons behind athletes’ decisions to get involved in
performance enhancing substances. The interesting difference were obtained only
the factors “To speed up recovery from injury” and “To improve their
performance”(p <0.0001*** and p<0.8). Unlike coaches, athletes are not sure that
main reason of use the prohibited substance and method is “To improve their
performance”. It can be concluded that in this matter the influence of coaches on
athletes is very insignificant.

The athletes in contrast with the coaches in all three countries much less agree
that the current testing, sanctions and education system is good and no need to
improve (p <0.0001*** and p<0.8). The latter is especially true in relation to
sanctions. However, when participants were asked to indicate whether the testing and
education system needed to be improved (p > 0.05ns and p>0.8), but vast majority of
coaches and athletes did not have any suggestion for improvement.

The beliefs of coaches Behaviors could not contribute to positive doping
attitudes amongst Athletes show following. Beliefs of athletes significantly different
from the opinion of coaches on the extent to which coaches can contribute to the
positive attitude of athletes towards doping are highly divided. If in some aspects, such
as “Showing favoritism towards the best athletes in the group”, the answers of survey
participants as coaches as well as athletes in Georgia and Moldova are similar in their
answers, then in other points the opinions are divided.

Approximately 2 times less athletes are convinced that the behavior of coaches
indicated in the questionnaires cannot significantly influence their decision to use
prohibited substances. Only a small percentage of Coaches and athletes in all three
countries would explain to the athlete how to take a prohibited substance. An
analysis of the situation as a whole allows us to think that coaches need to pay
attention to these situations and influence athletes in terms of the inadmissibility of
taking prohibited substances by anyone in principle. Probably in Moldova more
attention should be paid to this issue during education seminars.

In contrast the beliefs of coaches and athletes are same in many ways, which
may indicate a positive effect of coaches on athletes. For example more than half of
Coaches and more than 70% of athletes believe that the media blows the doping issue
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out of proportion (p > 0.05™ and p>0.9).More than half of Coaches and athletes in all
countries were against legalizing of performance enhancements drugs, and the
influence of coaches believes to athletes is significant (p>0.9). Despite the fact that
statistically significant differences were found in the answers of athletes and coaches
(p <0.001*%*), but, in general it can be concluded that only a small part of athletes
believe that legalizing of performance enhancements substances would be beneficial
for sports.

The data clearly shows that almost all Coaches in all three countries are ready
to dissuade their athletes from using prohibited substance. It is interesting to note that
only some of the beliefs of the coaches of athletes are completely particularly
consistent, such as the assessment of current testing systems or the duration of
sanctions.

Overall, and not unexpectedly, the results for all three countries combined
showed a number of differences between Coaches’ and Athletes’ beliefs that
indicate a need for increased anti-doping activities in various areas. For example,
Athletes were less likely than Coaches to:

(i) agree that current anti-doping activities were effective;

(i1) report an athlete’s possession of a prohibited substance to their NADO or
Sports Federation;

(iii) to tell an athlete to never use any prohibited substance.

Conclusion

Analyzing the obtained results, it can be concluded that differences in social and
cultural norms in the countries of the study participants to a much lesser extent
determine the beliefs of coaches about doping, which can be transmitted to athletes.
In conclusion, attitudes towards the use of doping among coaches in all three
countries differ somewhat, which may relate to differences in the quality of
educational programs.

The latter conclusion makes it mandatory to include some information in the
educational programs for coaches, about the athletes’ duties, ways and means to
control their behavior, revealing in detail the mechanisms of such control.

A necessary condition for the new Educational program for coaches may also be
the holding of education seminars and workshops for athletes with the obligatory
presence of their coaches using “the coach and his athletes” formula. During the
workshops the participants will be given the task of learning how to use the NADO and
WADA websites, from where they can get correct information about anti-doping rules
and standards, about their rights and obligations, the side effects of prohibited
substances and present the materials for using such information in their coaching
practice.

Unlike the case of awareness as stated by A.Hovhannisyan in the previous
study (Hovhannisyan, 2022), there is a big difference in the influence of coaches'
beliefs on the attitude of athletes to the use of prohibited substances, both between
countries and between coaches and athletes.

In the case of Armenia, Georgia and Moldova, where the majority of coaches
and athletes know only the national language, the role of national anti-doping
agencies is more important, which should be able to correctly explain the duties and
role of coaches in the process of preventing the use of prohibited substances and
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methods and enforcing anti-doping rules.

Summing up the results of the study, we can conclude that, in general, the results
are useful especially in terms of how to improve the educational program in each
country, namely which of the issues related to the use of prohibited substances and
methods should receive additional attention. In order to increase the positive influence
of coaches on the beliefs of athletes, it is also necessary to conduct joint seminars of
coaches and athletes, paying attention to the discussion of the social behavior of
coaches.
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Jannvie onsn uccnedosanus oviiu coopansvt om 530 pecnonoenmos u npoanaIu3UpOBansl C
UCNONBL308AHUEM UEPAPXULECKOU MHOJCECMBEHHOU pespeccul, (akmopHo2o auamusa u
mecma 3uauumocmu Cobena. Koenumuenas peaxyus mecmHuuIx dcumenell, 0CO3HAOUWUX
svicokue pucku sapascenus COVID-19, npugooum K OUCKpUMUHAYUU U HELAMUBHOMY
B0CHPUAMUIO TIHOO€l, COBEPUAIOWUX Nymewecmsus 8 smom nepuod. Xoms Oonvuiuil
He2amue Nno OMHOWEHUIO K 6038PAWAIOWUMCS NYMeUleCm8eHHUKAM OeMOHCIMPUPYIOm
00U, NOIHOCMbIO OMKA3ABUWIUECS OMm N0e300K, meM He MeHee 0dajce CO CHMOPOHbI
Jrcumenetl, CKIOHHbIX K NO3UMUBHOMY NOBe0eHUI0, HAOaOaemcs OUCKDUMUHAYUS NO
OMHOWIEHUI0 K  8038pawjaiowjumcs  nymewecmeennuxkam. [anee obcyxcoaromes
nociedcmeuss Ol meopuu U NPAKMUKU PA3GUMUSL MYPUSMA BbIAGIEHHbIX KOSHUINMUGHBIX
peaxyuii mecmuwix xcumerneil. I10000Hble YCMAHOBKU CO30aAlOM PUCKU K 80CCIMAHOBIEHUIO
mypucmu4ecKoll aKmueHocmu yorce nocne CHAMUSA 02PAHUYUMENILHBIX
anudemuonocuieckux mep. Hcxoosa u3z pesyrbmamos uUccie008anus, yCmouuugocms
nymeuiecmeuli He OOJHCHA O02PAHUYUBAMBCA MOJLKO MepaMu HO 60CCMAHOBNEHUI0 U
KOHMPONIO 300P0Bbsl 8 pe2UOHAX, NPUHUMAIOWUX NYyMeuleCmeeHHUKo8, HeobX0o0umMo
VOenams npucmaibHoe SHUMAHUE BOCHPUSINUIO NYMeUleCMBeHHUKO8, 8036DAUAIOUUXCS
0oMOUl nocie omnycka, umooOvl uzbexncamv COYUATbHO20 CMpecca U CHUMYIUPOBAmbs
NOCMOSAHHBIN POCM CApOCcA HA nymewiecmeus. B yenax cmumynuposanus ycmouuugot
Mypucmu4eckou aKmueHOCMU 0e3 He2amueHo20 B0CHPUAMUSL  NYymeulecmeutl U
nymeuiecmeeHHUKo8 cpeou dxcumenell peKoMeHOYemcs N000epHCUBANb MECHHBILL OMObIX.

KnroueBble clioBa: uepapxuueckas MHOJICECMBEHHAA pe2peccus, YnpaeieHue
puckamu, mypucmuyeckoe nosedenue, COVID-19, 0300pogumenvrulii MapKemute

Introduction

Research on tourism recovery marketing focuses primarily on boosting
tourists’ confidence by restoring destinations’ images and providing crisis
communication for visitors (Mair et al., 2016). Consumer behaviour and
willingness to travel in tourism regions during COVID-19 has been acknowledged
to be affected by return travellers through social media, word of mouth (WOM), the
transportation modes available, and health security requirements (Hall et al., 2020).
By the end of 2020, after almost a year of the COVID-19 pandemic, the entire world
was affected by the virus. Therefore, people who decided to travel opened
themselves up to the potential for increased risk of getting sick and also for infecting
others with the virus upon their return. Nonetheless, the negative perception towards
returning travellers during the pandemic has not yet been disclosed in the global
tourism environment.

Safety has long been recognised to be a widespread concern for travellers, even
without a health crisis (Dolnicar, 2005), and when there is an increased level of
perceived risks, travel behaviour is expected to change. Previous studies of travel
risk perceptions in tourism focused on perceptions towards the destination of travel
and a positive effect between the destination country’s image and people’s travel
intentions (Alvarez and Campo, 2014; Caber et al., 2020; Chew and Jahari, 2014).
Subjective knowledge has been found to directly influence a destination perception
(Perpifia et al., 2020). Jonas et al. (2011) indicated that health concerns have a
negative effect on destination selection behaviours and further increase the
perceived travel risks. During the height of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, the
decision to travel contained health risks by itself, the possibility of catching the
virus was being communicated via the news media, and the public was being
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advised to avoid unnecessary travel. For this study, any trip was associated with the
risk perception of travel in general, and not specifically to a travel destination.

A broad range of studies during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020
focused on people’s travel behaviour during the crisis and their intentions to travel
afterward (Das and Tiwari, 2020; Ivanova et al., 2021; Jeon and Yang, 2021). At
the same time, academics recognised that the willingness of destinations to receive
tourists could be undermined by the potential health risks (Joo et al., 2021; Qiu et
al., 2020). In addition to the social stigmatisation towards tourists in receiving
regions, regions generating tourists could face an issue of residents discriminating
towards tourists returning home from journeys. The negative perception of
returning travellers during a health crisis should be acknowledged during recovery
planning and in forecasting future tourism demands. Moreover, global stress such
as that caused by the pandemic might have influenced people’s judgement of how
essential travel was in general, especially considering the travel-related risks, and
thus may have fostered a more responsible consumption of local attractions instead
(He and Harris, 2020).

This study focused on the relationship among risk perceptions, the negative
perception of returning travellers, and people’s travel behaviour during the
pandemic.  The purpose of  this  research  wasto  investigate the
factors that encourage  negative  perception of travellers during the
relaxation of measures at the time of a health crisis, from the perspective of people’s
travel experience and perception of risks. Specifically, this study
had two objectives: (1) to validate the influence of cognitive response on people’s
negative perception of returning travellers, and (2) to investigate the mediating
effect of travel behaviour during COVID-19 on people’s negative perception about
returning travellers. The research sought to contribute to tourism studies on travel
risks and travel intentions, as well as on the theory of negative stereotype
development during a health crisis. From a practical viewpoint, the findings from
this study may help to predict tourists’ travel intentions during the relaxation of
COVID-19 preventive measures and may anticipate a negative perception towards
returning travellers in society and help avoid the appearance that travel is an
irresponsible consumer choice after a crisis.

Literature review

The stimulus-organism-response (SOR) theory

As the first step in developing our theoretical framework, we adopted the
stimulus-organism-response (SOR) theory (Mehrabian & Russell, 1974), in which a
behaviour is caused by the cognitive processes of individuals when stimulation is
created by stimuli (a set of attributes) from outside. That framework helped us to
identify the importance of outside stimulation on the outcome, thus potentially
helping to adjust the stimulation’s influence in order to adjust the behavior. A
stimulus-organism-response (SOR) theory is a useful investigative framework that is
frequently used in a tourism context. Jani and Han (2015) used the model to
understand the connection between hotel ambiance (stimulus), processed emotions
(organism), and loyalty (response). Hew and colleagues (2018) used an SOR model
to research mobile social tourism shopping and discovered that the shopping
method’s perceived mobility and social presence (environmental stimuli) influenced
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tourists’ mobile social tourism shopping intention through their inner organism
changes (i.e., perceived usefulness and perceived enjoyment). Kim and colleagues
(2020) used the SOR framework to study virtual reality (VR) technology acceptance
in tourism and found a significant impact from an authentic VR experience (stimulus)
on cognitive and affective responses. Recently, Laato and colleagues (2020) studied
unusual consumer behaviour (response) in the context of COVID-19, using
information overload (stimulus) as a construct to measure the pandemic’s
environmental influence.

Indeed, the pandemic has influenced behaviours throughout many aspects of
life. Following the logic used in other consumer studies of the experience as an
outside influence, this study adopted the pandemic as a stimulus. We conceived of
the organism as the bridge between the stimuli and the response, and anticipated it
would be reflected through a combination of emotional and cognitive states (Sun et
al., 2020). In this study, we referred to the perception of risks as an organism.
Perception is an essential form of a person’s cognitive contact with the world around
him (Efron, 1969), and as such it fits the construct of an organism within the SOR
framework. We took the construct of perception to include both the emotional and
cognitive dimensions. The interplay between emotions and cognition has been
extensively discussed in psychology (Izard et al., 1984; Strongman, 1996), although
the distinction between feeling and thinking is arguable (Barrett et al., 2007). From
the neuroscience perspective, emotions directly impact cognitive processing (Holland
and Gallagher, 1999). Furthermore, emotions benefit the development of stereotypes
(DeSteno et al., 2004; Chevtaeva et al.2021). For this study, I focused
on the perception of COVID-19 in which the emotional experience is included in the
dimension of perception. The response was in a form of attitude towards returning
travellers.

Hypothesis development

Following the stigmatisation theory, negatively perceived individual
attributes can lead to negative stereotypes (Major et al., 2002). Many individuals
infected by the novel coronavirus show mild or no symptoms, yet they can spread the
virus to others (Del Rio and Malani, 2020). Thus, the potential of asymptomatic
illness may be a facilitator for stigmatisation and negative perception. Returning
tourists, especially if there are no quarantine measures, may arrive and come into
contact with local people, thus potentially becoming a threat to the community. This
research explored the creation of negative perception towards returning tourists in
response to the threat of spreading the virus and positive travel behaviour. Positive
travel behaviour refers to a positive attitude towards travel and willingness to travel.
Even when the government ends measures preventing individuals from travelling,
subjective perceptions of norms can guide individuals’ opinions (Tankard and Paluck,
2016).

According to the SOR theory, in our study the stimulus (COVID-19) would
generate an internal reaction (perception of risk) and result in a response (attitude
towards returning travellers). The SOR claims a reaction to a particular behaviour,
in this case to a positive travel behaviour. Qiu and colleagues (2020) discovered
that residents perceived a health risk posed by tourists who visited their city during
the pandemic and potentially would spread the virus. Simultaneously, the unique
circumstances of COVID-19 suggest that a similar negative perception may accrue
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towards residents who choose to travel outside of the city and come back after their
travels. Due to the great significance of COVID-19, its influence may lead to the
rapid development of a stereotype towards outgroups (Sorokowski et al., 2020),
such as a negative perception of people who travel during the pandemic. For
example, at the beginning of the outbreak of COVID-19, negative perception was
developed against people from Asia, because the virus became associated with the
region where it originated (Roberto et al., 2020).

In analyses of risks, personal experience of risk is commonly used as
the determining factor of a more negative perception of the phenomenon (Barnett
and Breakwell, 2001; Van der Linden, 2014). Moreover, the perception of risk is
connected to tourism behaviours: Tourists who perceive high risk will take evasive
action, whereas tourists who perceive low risk despite the reality of high risks will
pay the price (Mahatme and Mekoth, 2020). During the health crisis, when
pandemic control measures, such as wearing masks, social distancing and staying
at home are not mandatory, the lax regulations may lead to insufficient compliance,
and that can be seen as unfair and can intensify stigmatisation (Betsch et al., 2020).
Accordingly, during the recovery stage of the pandemic there are two different
groups of residents: the group of people who expose themselves to risks connected
to travel, and the other group, who avoid travel. In addition, people who avoid travel
may develop negative perception of returning travellers.

Thus, we hypothesised the following:

H1 = High risk perception of COVID-19 leads to a negative perception of
returning travellers.

H2 = The relationship between perceived risk and the negative perception of
returning travellers is mediated by (a) positive travel behaviour, and (b) malicious
travel behaviour.

H3 = A relatively lower perceived risk of catching COVID-19, more than a
higher perceived risk of catching COVID-19, leads to a negative perception of
returning travellers, when controlling for (a) positive travel behaviour and (b)
malicious travel behaviour.

Following those justifications and hypotheses, the study adopted the
research model presented in Figure 1.
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Figure 1
Theoretical Model
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Methods

Sample and data collection

This study used an online questionnaire to gather data voluntarily from
respondents, using the convenience sampling technique. It is generally difficult to use
nonrandom samples for inference. However, such inferences are important (Liu et al.,
2023). Recently, it is noted that data with detailed individual-level information such
as age, occupation, sex and race can be used to generalize inference of nonrandom
samples to their target population and the use of mass imputation approach in
inferential analysis such as OLS and Hierarchical regression (Kim et al., 2021; Liu et
al., 2023). In addition, the law of large numbers reduces the random error that is due
to the nonrandom sampling when conducting inferential analysis. Given this, a total
of 530 respondents took part in the study. That sample size was enough to cover a
proper solution for inferential analysis (Anderson and Gerbing, 1984; Hair et al.,
2008) such as Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) and Hierarchical Linear Modelling
(HLM). Females dominated the respondents (69.1%), and over half of the total
respondents (67.4%) were young adults (under 30 years old). Almost half (45.3%)
had a university degree. Also, a little over a quarter (30.4%) worked as social workers
or government or state workers (in education, culture, or medicine).

Context of the study

We focused on residents of the city of Yekaterinburg, in the Sverdlovsk region in
the Russian Federation. Yekaterinburg is one of the biggest and most developed cities in
Russia, with high outbound tourism potential. In November 2020, travel was thriving in
Russia during the pandemic. Although the country was closed to foreign visitors, residents
were allowed outbound travel, and after July 2020 no quarantine was required upon
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arrival’. Moreover, inbound travel within the largest country in the world (17.1 million
km?) remained open. The Russian Tourism Organization encouraged domestic travel by
introducing a 20% cashback offer® that was promoted on an online government services
webpage with 103 million users from Russia’. More than 500,000 Russian tourists visited
Turkey in September 2020, during a month when there were an average number of 5876
new COVID-19 cases a day'!. Although the Government of Russia set up an official
webpage to provide information about the country’s preventative measures for COVID-
19 and shared daily updates and stay-at-home recommendations'?, there was no direct
travel ban, and people could freely move within and outside the country, as long as other
countries letthem in. The unique circumstances in the Russian Federation during the
second part of 2020 made it an interesting place for a case study of the cognitive
and behavioural effects on negative perception of returning travellers.

Measurement scale

The study’s initial measurement model included five constructs and 22
variables. The constructs of personal experience during COVID-19, perceived risk
of COVID-19 and travel, positive travel behaviour, malicious travel behaviour, and
negative perception of returning travelers were based on previous studies. The
questionnaire used in the study is presented in Table 1. Variables were developed
on the basis of the works of Rubin and colleagues (2020), Neuburger and Egger
(2020); Conway and colleagues (2020), and Wells and colleagues (2020). All items
were ranked with a five-point Likert scale, ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5
(strongly agree). Additional questions were asked about the respondents’ gender,
age group, education, occupation, and travel history during the COVID-19 in 2020.
The initial questionnaire was created in English and later translated into the Russian
language and discussed with academic professors in Russia, who evaluated the
measurement items used to establish the final version of the questionnaire.

Table 1
Scales and literature sources used in developing the questionnaire’s constructs.
Indicators of constructs | Literature sources
Perceived risk of COVID-19 travel (PR)
PR1: I try to avoid other people because I don’t want to get sick Conway et al.,2020
PR2: Travelling by plane is a health risk, as many people may carry the Neuburger and
virus Egger, 2020
PR3: I feel my health is at risk as a consequence of COVID-19 Rubin et al., 2020

7 Travel World, 2020. Russia lifts mandatory quarantine for arrivals. [Online]

Available at: https://travel.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/destination/international/russia-lifts-
mandatory-quarantine-for-arrivals/76992143

8 Russia Travel, 2020. Pay with the bank card “MIR” to get a 20% cashback from the cost of the
domestic travel [Onaauusaiime nymewecmeus no Poccuu kapmoii « Mup» u éeprnume 20% om
cmoumocmu noe3okuj. [Online] Available at: https:/xn--blafakdgpzinidi6e.xn--
plai/?utm_source=bannertop&utm_ medium=gosuslugi&utm_ campaign=cashback?2

% Gosuslugi, 2019. Gosuslugi in 2019. [Tocycayeu 6 2019 200y]. [Online]

Available at: https://www.gosuslugi.ruw/help/news/2019 12 30 results_of the year

10 TASS (Russian New Agency), 2020. Over 500,000 Russians visited Antalya in September 2020.
[Online] Available at: https://tass.com/society/1208201

11 Communication Centre of the Government of the Russian Federation, Russian Federal Service for
Surveillance on Consumer Rights Protection and Human Wellbeing, & RIA Novosti (2020).
Cumulative number of coronavirus (COVID-19) cases, active cases, recoveries, and deaths in
Russia as of November 9, 2020, by date of report [Graph]. [Online] Available at:
https://www.statista.com/statistics/1107929/cumulative-coronavirus-cases-in-russia/

12 Stopcoronavisud, (2020). What to do? [Umo npeonpunsms?]. [Online]

Available at: https://xn--80aesfpebagmfblcOa.xn--p1ai/what-to-do/all/
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Positive Travel behaviour (PTB)
PTBI1: During the pandemic, I engage in a holiday possibility within my | Wells et al., 2020
own region
PTB2: During the pandemic, I still go for a vacation abroad
PTB3: If the destination is opened, I might travel there for leisure
Malicious Travel behaviour (NTB)
NTBI: I try to stay at home as much as possible
NTB2: During the pandemic, I will not engage in the International leisure
travel
NTB3: During the pandemic, I will not engage in Regional leisure travel
NTB4: I miss traveling, but I wait till I get a vaccine Rubin et al., 2020
Negative Perception of Returning Travellers

NPRTI: I fear that the virus will be carried by returning travelers to my Neuburger  and
near surroundings Egger, 2020
NRPT2: International Travelling should be prohibited to avoid the spread
of the virus
NRPT3: Regional Travelling should be prohibited to avoid the spread of
the virus
NRPT4: Currently, it is irresponsible to travel to international
destinations
NRPTS: Currently, it is irresponsible to travel within your region

Analyses

The data were collected from 530 respondents and were analysed using
hierarchical multiple regression, confirmatory factor analysis, and the Sobel test of
significance. We used the averages of the Likert scale, to conduct the factor analysis
to reduce the number of items and then convert the results to confirm the factors for
regression analysis in this study. Such a technique has been used by several
researchers and supported by several studies including Pallant (2007), Gamor et al.
(2018), and Astn et al. (2016) who support the use of the Likert scale for factor
analysis and further use for regression analysis.

Respondents’ demographic characteristics, such as age, gender, occupation,
and educational status, were used as control variables. This approach did not reduce
the sample size of the study, and it remained adequate for conducting ordinary least
squares (OLS) techniques. To double-check the output, we conducted mediation
analysis using SPSS PROCESSv3.4, and the results were the same as those from
the OLS or even stronger. In all eight models, no collinearity issues were found in
the predictors and the controlled independent variables because all VIF values were
less than the cutoff value of 3. To determine the significance of the mediation effect
in the full model, the Sobel test statistic z was used (Sobel, 1982):

ab
J6?SE? )+ (a*SE? )
where a represents the regression coefficient for the relationship between
perceived risk (IV) and positive travel behaviour (mediator), and b represents the
regression coefficient for the relationship between positive travel behaviour and

negative perception of returning travellers (DV). The term SE, represents the
standard error of a, and the term SE, represents the standard error of 4.

7=

Findings and Discussion
Table 2 shows the means, standard deviations, and the correlations among the
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variables used in performing mediation analysis. A significant and negative correlation
was found between perceived risk of COVID-19 and positive travel behaviour, malicious
travel behaviour, and the negative perception of returning tourists. However, positive and
significant correlation coefficients were recorded between the negative perception of
returning travellers, the perceived risk, and malicious travel behaviour. The skewness and
kurtosis values were below 3 in absolute terms, which was indicative of normally
distributed data. All of the variables used in this study had coefficients with adequately
high reliability. The reliability values of the scales were within the acceptable range, with
the lowest value for Cronbach’s alpha, of 0.6, occurring for positive travel behaviour.
However, the highest value of Cronbach’s alpha was for the negative perception of
returning travellers scale (0.9). The summative scales also showed distinctness, with the
Cronbach’s alpha coefficients being consistently higher than the correlations between the
constructs were.

We conducted a confirmatory factor analysis to evaluate the discriminant validity of
the scales used in this study (Table 2). The results showed that the proposed model fit
indices agreed with the goodness of fit (GFI) of a four-factor model, and the model was
found to fit the data well (= 301.932, df = 79, p<.01; CFI=.931; TLI=.91; RMSEA=
07).

Table 2
Descriptive statistics, correlations, and alpha reliability values
Variable Mean S.D. Skew Kurt. 1 2 3 4
1. Perceived Risk 2987 989 -.075 -618 (0.7)
2. Malicious Travel Behaviour 2.962 1.106 .014 -826 .533***  (0.7)
3. Positive Travel Behaviour 2.484 886 373 054 -.172%k* -354%**%  (0.6)
4. Negative Perception 2.823 1.142 -.016 -989 .503*** 591%** _368*** (0.9)

Returning Tourists
Notes: N=530; ***p < .01

The Cronbach’s alpha coefficients are shown in parentheses

To examine the influences that the selected variables had on the negative
perception of the mediating role of travel behaviour, we conducted a series of
regression analyses. Table 3 displays the standardised regression coefficients of the
predictors. We controlled for characteristics of respondents that might influence the
results of the study. Thus, the variables controlled for were the respondents’ age,
gender, educational status, occupation, and travel. In general, the R* values recorded
an incremental change from Model 1 to Model 4, and also from Model 5 to Model 8,
at a 0.05 significance level.

Hypothesis 1: High-Risk Perception

As the model predicted, in Hypothesis 1, the perceived risk of COVID-19 had a
positive and statistically significant total effect (0.510; p<0.000) on people’s
perceptions of returning travellers (Model 2). This shows that in the absence of a
mediating variable, a higher risk perception, more than a lower risk perception, led to
a negative perception of returning travellers. Thus, the higher the individual’s risk
perception concerning COVID-19 was, the more negatively judgemental he or she
was about returning travellers. This finding aligned with previous research (Mahatme
and Mekoth, 2020) and highlights the importance of managing risk perceptions, in an
effort to avoid social conflicts and restart travel.

Hypothesis 2: Travel Behaviour as Mediator

In assessing the mediating effect of travel behaviour, positive travel behaviour
(PTB) and malicious travel behaviour (MTB) were used as mediators of the link between
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perceived risk and negative perception of returning travellers. All of the conditions for
mediation were met, which demonstrated that positive travel behaviour and malicious
travel behaviour each mediated the relationship between risk perception and a negative
perception towards returning travellers (NPRT). First we found that perceived risk had a
positive and significant effect on NPRT in Model 2. Second, the perceived risk of
COVID-19 by an individual had a significant positive impact on MTB (p<0.001) but a
negatively significant impact on PTB (p<0.001) (Models 6 and 8). Third, the PTB and
MTB had a significant impact on the NPRT. Whereas the PTB had a negative impact (-
275; p<0.001) in Model 3, the MTB had a positive impact (.393; p<0.001) in Model 4
on the NPRT of individuals. Fourth, the relationship between the PTB was significant and
negative (-.275; p<0.001) in Model 3, whereas that of MTB was positive (.393; p<0.001)
in Model 4. However, the strength of the perceived risk of COVID-19 on NPRT was
reduced (.274; p<0.001) but remained statistically significant when the effects of the
mediators were controlled for (See Hypothesis 3). This finding shows that both the direct
and indirect effects were positive and that a lower perception of the risk of acquiring
COVID-19 did not lead to a negative perception towards returning travellers, when we
controlled for PTB and MTB.

To determine whether the mediation effect was significant, we used the Sobel
test'®. The results of the test revealed that the mediation effect from both PTB and
MTB were significant (z = 3.191) and (z = 7.711), with respective two-tailed
probability values of 0.001 and 0.000. That finding demonstrated that both PTB and
MTB significantly mediated the relationship between perceived risk and a negative
perception towards returning travellers. The indirect effect of risk perception
through PTB (.040) and the total effect (.550) were lower than the indirect effect
(.231) and the total effect (.741) of MTB. In the full model, the proportion of
negative perception towards returning travellers that operated indirectly through
PTB was only 7.72%, whereas approximately 31.2% operated through MTB.
Therefore, a clear majority of the negative perception about returning travellers
(roughly 90%) had a direct effect of perception on negative perception when dealing
with PTB, whereas a little over half (68.8%) operated directly when dealing with
MTB.

The finding that MTB led to a more muted reaction towards returning travellers
was comparable to the stigmatisation of nonsmokers towards smoking as a habit that
potentially causes passive smoking (McCool et al., 2013). This may be explained by a
lack of understanding about such a behavioural choice. Therefore, following the
example with smoking, promoting empathy during the COVID-19 recovery stage could
help to lower negative perception towards returning visitors. For example, presenting
materials about social frustrations arising from the absence of travel during COVID-19,
or including information about different motivations for travel during the pandemic,
could help to increase the level understanding among non-travellers towards returning
travellers and perhaps could limit discrimination. However, whereas smokers have a
more loyal perception towards a smoking habit, the influence of a PTB towards
lowering the level of negative perception of returning travellers is quite low (7.72%).
This finding suggests that researchers should look for additional factors that influence
negative perceptions towards returning travellers and that engender stigmatisation of
their travel habits.

13 Soper, D. S. (2021). Indirect Mediation Effect Confidence Interval Calculator [Sofiware].[Online]
Available at: https://www.danielsoper.com/statcalc/calculator.aspx ?id=88
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Table 3
Results of the mediating effects of travel behaviour.

Negative perception of return travellers |

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4
[Variable Coefficient IVIF  |Coefficient IVIF  |Coefficient IVIF  |Coefficient \VIF
(Constant 3.486***(.212) 1.594***(.231) 2.372***(.244) 1.504***(.244)
Age .019 (.066) 1.308 [-.068 (.058) |1.339 |-.061 (.055) |1.340 |.085***(.051) |1.345
Sex -.057 (.108)  [1.034 (001 (.094) 1.047 1.009 (.090) 1.048 |.019 (.083) [1.057
Educational [-.091* (.052) [1.324 [-.075* (.045) |[1.325 [.047 (.043) |1.338 [-.035(.040) [1.339
Status
Occupation  |-.064 (.023)  [1.158 [}.010(.020) [1.169 [.022 (.020) 1.184 1041 (.018) 1.188
Travel -.065 (.034)  [1.021 [.069* (.029) [1.020 |.032 (.028) |1.041 |010 (.026) 1.059
Perceived L510%%* (.044)°|1.041 |465***(.042) |1.070 |274***(,046) |1.449
Risk
Positive Tra— L275%%%(048)%1.101 [-.176%**(,046) [1.202
lvel Behaviour|
Malicious Tra- .393%%%(,043)° (1.602
ivel Behaviour
R? 1024 274 .343 1439
Adjusted R? 015 .266 .334 1430

Positive Travel Behaviour Malicious Travel Behaviour

Model 5 Model 6 Model 7 IModel 8
[variable Coefficient IVIF  |Coefficient IVIF  |Coefficient IVIF  |Coefficient \VIF
(Constant 1.728 *#*(_161) 2.198***(201) 3.341%**%(.203) 1.448***(.217)
Age -.003 (.050)  [1.308 [026 (.050) 1.339 |187***(.063) [1.308 [071 (.054) 1.339
Sex .095 (.082) 1.034 1060 (0.82) 1.047 1.014(.103) 1.034 |.156* (.088) |1.047
Educational |090** (.040) [1.324 [086** (.039) |[1.325 [.075(.050) |1.324 [-.058(.042) [1.325
status
Occupation | 053***(,018) [1.158 [046***(.018) [1.169 [.066***(.022)|1.158 [-.039**(.019) [1.169
Travel L081***(,026) [1.020 [.082***(.025) [1.020 |.103***(.032) |1.020 |-.106***(.027) [1.020
Perceived . 146%**(.038)%1.041 .589%#*(.041)! [1.041
Risk
R? .066 .092 .051 1318
IAdjusted R? [057 081 042 1310
Indirect effect through PTB/MTB = |(a*b) .040 (d*e) .231
[Total effect (indirect +direct effect)= |.550 741
[Effect size = 7.27% 31.17%
IN=530. Table shows unstandardised coefficients (standard errors),***p<0.01; **p<0.05; *p<O0.

Conclusions

This research confirms the relationship between cognitive response and residents’
negative perception towards returning travellers. As a result of the pandemic, people
have had a perception of high risk of catching COVID-19, and that has led to negative
perception against travellers. Therefore, the restart of travel should not limit its focus on
just the recovery and health control measures of regions receiving tourism, but should
also pay close attention to the perceptions of travellers returning home after vacations,
so as to avoid social distress and stimulate a continuous growth of the demand for travel.
This might especially be actual tasks for regions that simultaneously receive tourists and
generate travel demand, such as the big megalopolis cities of London, Paris, Tokyo, and

New York.

Another important finding was that malicious travel behaviour reinforced negative
perception towards returning travellers. Accordingly, positive travel behaviour reduced
the negativity in perceptions of returning travellers but did not spare the returnees from
discrimination. Even people who were engaged in travelling during COVID-19 still
discriminated against fellow travellers. This suggests that as soon as it seems safe,
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regions wishing to preserve travel behaviour should encourage local vacations and small
getaways, to remove the full suspension of leisure travel that will reinforce negative
perception of returning travellers. Because residents’ negativity about travel may
influence travel intentions, it is important not to create a negative social environment that
will result in stigmatisation towards potential tourists. In addition, an open discussion
about why people travel during unstable times, how they travel, and what control
measures are in place to secure their journeys should help to reduce discrimination. As
this study showed, exhibiting a positive travel behaviour did not cause the negative
perception of travellers to disappear. Therefore, a search for additional factors, constant
monitoring of public perceptions, and public forums are needed to control the restarting
of travel.

Although the findings of this study spotlight the issue of negativity towards
returning travellers during the health crisis recovery stage, additional research could
increase the understanding of relationship between negative perception of travellers
and travel behaviour. Future research could focus on a more in-depth understanding
of the elements in addition to travel behaviour that influence negative perception
towards travellers, in order to keep the restart of travel under control. A main
possibility would be to repeat this study in other destinations that are experiencing a
recovery from a health crisis. A similar study in a diverse cultural setting is called for,
once travel activity resumes, because that may help to forecast the recovery model
further. We suggest replicating the study in Asian settings, because the perception of
risk in Asian countries may vary from that in Europe (Law, 2006). Another possibility
for travel research would be a comparison of negative perception towards returning
travellers and towards upcoming tourists. An enhanced understanding of the public
perception of risks and social stigmatisation will help the industry to plan better for
future unpredicted crises, as well as to restart global tourism after the COVID-19
pandemic. The limitation of this study is in its focus on leisure travel, given that
negative perception towards people who are forced to travel due to work or study
circumstances might be different.
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Abstract. In response to the alarming consequences of drug abuse and the persistent
issue it poses within our nation, the Scientific Research Center of Applied Problems in
Criminology, operating under the auspices of the National Bureau of Expertise of the
National Academy of Sciences of Armenia, undertook a comprehensive expert survey. The
primary aim of this survey was to ascertain the magnitude of drug trafficking in Armenia,
identify the factors that contribute to its proliferation, determine the social groups most
adversely affected, elucidate the prevalent types of drugs being used, investigate the
mechanisms employed for drug sales, and formulate effective strategies to combat drug
trafficking. To ensure a comprehensive and diverse perspective, the survey enlisted the
participation of 16 experts hailing from various sectors, including the police, the
Investigative Committee, and the prosecutor's office. These individuals brought their
extensive knowledge, experience, and expertise in the field of criminology and law
enforcement to the study, enabling a multifaceted analysis of the drug trafficking situation
in Armenia. The findings of the survey encompass a thorough risk analysis that sheds light
on the vulnerabilities within the current system, allowing for a more precise understanding
of the factors that contribute to drug trafficking. This analysis takes into account both
internal and external influences, such as socio-economic conditions, geographic location,
international networks, and technological advancements, among others. By identifying and
assessing these risks, policymakers and law enforcement agencies can develop targeted
interventions and preventive measures to mitigate the spread and impact of drug trafficking
in Armenia. Moreover, the survey incorporates the development of a methodology aimed at
preventing drug trafficking within the regional context of Armenia. This methodology
combines evidence-based approaches with innovative strategies to create a robust
framework that addresses the multifaceted nature of drug trafficking. It includes elements
such as intelligence gathering and analysis, enhanced interagency cooperation, community
engagement, public awareness campaigns, rehabilitation and support services for affected
individuals, and international cooperation to combat transnational drug networks.

Keywords: drug use, Armenia, dependency, expert opinion.
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AnHoTanms. [IpuHuMas BO BHUMaHHE JECTPYKTHBHOE BO3ICHCTBHE HAPKOTHUKOB H
HaJIM4ue IpoOJIeMbl B Hallel cTpaHe, Hay4aHo-HccIe10BaTeIbCKII LIEHTP MO NPUKIIATHBIM
BOIpocaM KpuMuHOJOTrHH npu HamumonansHoM Oropo akcnepts HAH PA mocpenctsoM
9KCMEPTHOTO ONPOCa MOIBITANCS BBISCHUTH O0BEMBI HE3aKOHHOIO 000pOTa HAPKOTHUKOB,
(bakTopbl, BIUAIOIIMEC Ha HHUX, COLMAJbHBIC TPYIIBI, HAHOOJee YacTo YHOTPEOISIOIne
HApKOTUKH, W BHIBl YINOTPEONSEMBIX HApKOTHKOB, MEXaHH3MBI COBITA M MEXaHU3MBI
060pBOBI ¢ HE3aKOHHBIM 000POTOM HapKOTHKOB. C 3TOH 11enbio ObLT MpoBeIeH ompoc ¢ 16
IKCIEPTaMH,  KOTOpble  MHPEIACTABISIIOT  COOTBETCTBYIOLIYIO  cdepy  MOJHLUH,
CIieICTBEHHOTO KOMUTETa M IIPOKYPATYPHl APMCHHH.

KiioueBble ciioBa: ynompebieHue HAPKOMUKO8, ApMeHus,  3a6UCUMOCHb,
IKCHEPMHOe MHEHUe

Research Problem

According to the United Nations (UNODC, 2021), the global number of drug
addicts in 2021 reached 275 million people, with 36 million suffering from severe
health conditions as a result. Approximately 5.5 percent of the world population
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experimented with drugs at least once last year. Official statistics place Russia at
the top of the post-Soviet countries in terms of drug use, with 1.8 million registered
drug addicts. Ukraine follows with 317 thousand, and Kazakhstan with 94 thousand
(Gubernatorov, Tkachev, Poryvaeva, 2022). It is important to note that these figures
fail to account for a significant number of unregistered drug addicts, which
considerably inflates these statistics.

The motives behind drug use encompass various factors, such as escaping
from personal problems, including familial issues, the pursuit of pleasure and
freedom, the desire to conform, the inclination for experimentation, curiosity, and
more. Typically, drug abuse proliferates swiftly among young individuals. For
instance, 20% of drug addicts in Russia are schoolchildren, 60% are young adults,
and the remaining 20% belong to other age groups. Alarmingly, even children aged
9 to 13 are included in the group of school-age drug addicts. Youth-oriented
establishments primarily facilitate the distribution of drugs among minors and
young people (Fedosova, 2021).

The statistics regarding drug use in the European Union are even more
distressing. The table below illustrates the wide spread of cannabis, cocaine and
then other types of drugs in Europe (European Monitoring Center for Drugs and
Drug Addiction, 2022).

Cannabis
Prevalence of cannabis use in the EU, 2019 or most recent year
Age Last year use | Rate | Lifetime use| Rrate | Lowest | Highest
Adults (15-64) 22.2 million 7.7% [78.5 million [27.2% |n.a. n.a.
Young adults (15-34) |15.8 million 154% |n.a. n.a. 34% [21.8%
Cocaine
Prevalence of cocaine use in the EU, 2019 or most recent year
Population Last year use | Rate |Lifetime use| Rrate | Lowest [Highest
Adults (15-64) 3.5 million 12% [13.8 million [4.8% |n.a. n.a.
Young adults (15-34)  |2.2 million 2.1% |na. n.a. 02% |4.6%
MDMA
Prevalence of MDMA use in the EU, 2019 or most recent year
Population Last year use | Rate [Lifetime use| Rrate | Lowest | Highest
Adults (15-64) 2.6 million 0.9% [10.4 million [3.6% |n.a. n.a.
Young adults (15-34) 2.0 million 1.9% |na. n.a. 0.2 % 8.5 %
Amphetamines
Population Last year use | Rate |Lifetime use| Rrate | Lowest | Highest
Adults (15-64) 2.0 million 0.7% (8.7 million [3.0% n.a. n.a.
Young adults (15-34)  [1.4 million 14% [na n.a. 0.0 % 4.1 %
Heroin and other opioids
Drug High-risk opioid OST clients Drug treatment Opioids in fatal
users requests overdoses
Opioids 1 million 510 000 26% 76%

Although the vast majority of states, including Armenia, have made efforts to
combat drug trafficking, it remains an issue that is regulated in accordance with
international agreements and Armenian legislation (1961 United Nations Single
Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances, 1988
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Convention for the Suppression of Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances). The prevalence of drug use in our country continues to increase each
year (Armenia reports an increase, 2018).

Studies have shown that the spread and use of all types of drugs, both mild and
severe, are particularly prevalent during and after times of war. This is attributed to
the need for stimulation, heightened risk-taking behavior, emotional detachment,
and a desire to escape from a complex and negative reality (Andreas, 2019). For
example, the UN reported an increase in drug distribution and consumption in
Ukraine during the war, reflecting the patterns observed in society prior to the
conflict (Conflict in Ukraine, 2022).

Considering the unprecedented socio-psychological challenges and stress
caused by the defeat in the 2020 Artsakh war, domestic political instability, and
worsening economic conditions, the desire to escape reality may lead even more
individuals to engage in drug use and develop addiction (Movsisyan, Galoustian,
Aydinian, 2022). Assessing and preventing the risks associated with drug use and
distribution are vital issues for safeguarding public health, maintaining order, and
ensuring effective governance in Armenia. These efforts necessitate professional
interventions, continuous monitoring, and comprehensive research.

Research Results

Recognizing the significance and relevance of the problem, the Scientific
Research Center of Applied Problems in Criminology at the National Bureau of
Expertise, National Academy of Sciences of Armenia, conducted an expert survey
involving 16 specialists from the police, the Investigative Committee, and the
prosecutor's office.

When examining drug trafficking in our country, experts compared the
situation in Armenia with that of other countries. In comparison, the occurrence of
this phenomenon in Armenia is relatively less common and does not raise
significant concerns in terms of volume. However, the scale of drug distribution can
change, particularly with the rise of online technologies and the availability of drugs
through platforms like the Telegram application.

When considering the volume of drug trafficking, experts referred to the
figures from other countries, which indicated that Armenia, considering its
population size, falls significantly behind many other nations.

In the fight against drug trafficking, law enforcement agencies adhere to a plan
of measures implemented until 2022 to combat drug addiction and illegal drug
trafficking in the Republic of Armenia (RA Government's Decision on Approving,
2022). Although the problem may be insignificant in scale, it presents unique
challenges, requiring a comprehensive approach. The police, the National Security
Service, and the Office for Combating Smuggling work in sync to combat drug
trafficking.

Various state bodies collaborate in the field of drug trafficking, including the
police of the Republic of Armenia, the National Security Service, the State Revenue
Committee, Penitentiary Institutions, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, expert centers, specialized centers, and the Republican Center for Narcology.
These entities provide statistical data on drug consumption.

The National Security Council oversees an interdepartmental committee that
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involves all relevant departments, including the police, ministries, and other bodies.
Through such cooperation, the effectiveness of anti-drug efforts is significantly
enhanced.

Combating this pervasive issue is a shared responsibility. As it directly affects
our country's future and the well-being of future generations, it is a global issue
requiring collaboration with various organizations, both domestically and
internationally. Cooperation exists not only among domestic departments but also
with international organizations such as the UN and European drug control centers.
Joint efforts with counterparts in the United States, European countries, and other
countries in the CIS and CSTO are conducted through seminars, meetings, and the
exchange of experiences to enhance the organization and effectiveness of drug
control measures. Additionally, collaboration with institutions like the US DEA, the
International Criminal Court, and the UN further strengthens international
cooperation. Special programs, such as the Ion program for new drugs, are designed
to identify emerging substances and include them in special watchlists. Currently,
there are approximately 30 new drugs that have been identified, and a commission
of experts provides evaluations to determine

Some experts struggled to provide a definitive answer regarding the latency of

drugs in the context of illegal trafficking, while others initially underestimated it
due to the small volumes involved and the effectiveness of the ongoing efforts to
combat the issue.
I cannot pinpoint any specific figures regarding the latency. I believe that there
will naturally be some latency, but it is likely to be a small percentage. This is
because almost all cases are currently being documented due to the active fight
against drug trafficking. We have operational information, and law
enforcement personnel are dedicated to recording, registering, and exposing
each case - an expert from the Armenian Police.

The low percentage of latency can also be attributed to the limited number of

import routes. Since we do not have a sea route, importation is only possible via air
or land. There are only two available land routes: through Iran and Georgia. While
importers use various routes, the Iranian route carries the highest risk and accounts
for the largest percentage of imported drugs, surpassing all other countries
combined. Opium, as well as drugs like amphetamines and methamphetamines, are
primarily imported from Iran. In contrast, the sphere of air importation is broader,
including routes from the USA, Canada, European countries, Russia, and Turkey.
Importation from other countries is rare. The American and French directions are
particularly active in terms of volume, serving as sources of heroin, cocaine, and
recently, other drugs. Experts attribute this circumstance to the presence of a strong
Armenian community in these countries, through which drugs are smuggled into
Armenia using various methods.
For instance, we have a sizable Armenian community in France, which means
we also have friends and relatives seeking to expand their business ventures.
Criminal elements exploit these connections, enabling people from our country
to establish ties and receive tablets from France that are prescribed by doctors
as medicine. These tablets are then used intravenously as drugs in Armenia -
an expert from the Armenian Police.
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The substantial amount of drug importation from Iran can be attributed to its
border with Afghanistan, a major hub for drug exports. Additionally, Iranians play
a significant role among importers.

Ground transport typically involves hiding drugs in secret compartments
within cars or concealing them in luggage. The air method primarily entails
concealing drugs in premises, clothing, or even within the body (such as the
stomach or intestines).

Frequently, drugs are stored within organs or swallowed in the form of strips,
which are later excreted upon arrival or held in the rectum after special
preparation. Similar concealment methods are employed for drugs coming
from Russia or European countries. There are also cases where drugs are
concealed in chewing gum, sweets, or openly placed in electronic cigarettes
and sent - an expert from the Armenian Police.

To ensure maximum efficiency, strict control measures are crucial at customs
checkpoints to identify and apprehend individuals involved in drug purchase and
sale. Inspection stations have also been established to facilitate thorough searches
of vehicles, individuals, and clothing.

Several anti-drug measures are carried out with the involvement of relevant
departments. For instance, the "Konopla-Mak" operation is conducted to detect and
destroy wild hemp plants. Furthermore, as part of the CSTO countries' cooperation,
the Canal anti-drug program is regularly implemented to combat drug trafficking
through information sharing and mutual support among CSTO member states.

In the fight against drug trafficking, a significant amount of work is carried
out through operational-search measures, such as wiretaps, surveillance of
individuals at border crossings, and investigative actions, including interrogations.
These measures are conducted by experts from the Investigative Committee of the
RA.

While experts consider the measures implemented in the fight against drug

trafficking to be sufficient, they believe that tightening control at checkpoints and
customs services should be supplemented with a consistent study of new knowledge
and international experience. Criminals constantly improve their qualifications,
utilizing the latest technologies, and are always one step ahead.
In the current period, we are implementing a set of measures that were
necessary, but offenders are attempting to improve their methods of
concealment, acquisition, and importation. We can say that we are lagging
behind by one or two steps, as the issue concerns the preservation of the
national gene pool. Therefore, continuous annual events are crucial, according
to an expert from the police.

Since narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances are often imported by mail,
experts focus on informing the population through the media about the illegality of
such imports. In our country, when a person involved in drug use or trading is
detected, a search is conducted, and they are then sent to the appropriate expert
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department. Only based on the expert's conclusion can the type of drug be
established, and this department is also responsible for initiating a criminal case.
This process takes a significant amount of time.

As an additional and effective measure, experts suggest acquiring equipment

available in different foreign countries. The use of such equipment greatly facilitates
faster identification and preliminary disclosure of the type of drug. It is also necessary
to increase the number of staff members, improve the material and technical
resources, prioritize business trips to enhance professional knowledge, study foreign
experiences, and familiarize oneself with new methods and tools. Experts also
emphasize the importance of legislative changes.
In my opinion, it is necessary to create a legislative framework that will be
approved by the National Assembly. Changes in drug quantities, increases, or
the inclusion of new drugs that are becoming more popular should be
considered, - an expert from the RA police.

International cooperation, experience exchange, and additional financing are

also of considerable importance, as mentioned before. Another significant
observation is that a large percentage of drug use and sales occur within criminal-
executive institutions. Therefore, special attention should be paid to these
institutions during the implementation of measures.
Penitentiary institutions have numerous events. For instance, in today's drug
trafficking, mobile phones play a crucial role. If individuals in penal
institutions are unable to use mobile phones and are cut off from the outside
world, they cannot organize drug-related activities. Expert, the prosecutor's
office of Armenia.

Constant monitoring of changes in the assortment of drugs necessitates

legislative changes. While most experts consider the existing legal norms sufficient,
they must be continually improved over time due to the emergence of new types of
drugs. Since legal regulations provide for intervention in the presence of any drug
from the list, newly emerged drugs should also be added to the existing drug list to
enhance the effectiveness of the fight against drug trafficking.
We have also dealt with cases related to drugs that were initially considered
medicinal, but later we discovered that when these drugs with medical
significance are abused, they become equivalent to illicit drugs. Medications
containing codeine, which were previously ordinary medicines for common
ailments like headaches, have become a significant source of abuse and have
already been included in the list of substances under special control through
legislative initiatives, as confirmed by an expert from the police.

In this regard, the United Nations Office for Narcotic Drugs provides significant
assistance by informing all countries about new types of drugs worldwide.

In the context of combating drug trafficking, it is crucial to have legal
regulations in place to ensure the effectiveness of the efforts.

While some countries have legalized certain types of drugs, particularly
marijuana, due to their use in medicine, experts' opinion regarding the legalization
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of any mild drug, such as marijuana, in our country is generally and unambiguously
negative. Firstly, from a medical standpoint, even an extremely small dose can have
a positive effect. Secondly, considering the influence on the human body, it is not
justified since it varies from individual to individual. There is also concern about
the emergence of negative consequences, which could have a detrimental impact on
future generations. Additionally, there is an increased risk of influencing minors.

The legalization of drugs will not prevent their use by minors, as they often
unknowingly succumb to temptation, leading to addiction and irreversible
consequences. This viewpoint is shared by an expert from the RA police.

The importation of a large number of drugs from Iran poses a problem for
preserving the nation and maintaining a healthy society. Currently, there is a
promotion of a healthy lifestyle, the use of environmentally friendly products,
engagement in sports, and more. Therefore, illegal drug use can only lead to
negative consequences. Whether it is marijuana or any other mild drug is irrelevant
since each individual's reaction is unique, and it is not for an expert from the police
to decide.

In general, experts believe that the legalization of mild drugs will have certain
negative consequences. The main concern is the impact on the future generations'
health and the potential for widespread manifestations. As previously mentioned,
legalization would have negative effects on physiology and overall human well-
being. Refraining from drug use contributes to the improvement of our nation's gene
pool. This perspective is shared by an expert from the RA police. In essence, experts
unanimously view drug addiction as a problem that threatens the existence of our
nation, and they approach combating this issue through various mechanisms.
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Abstract. The issue of student employment is always relevant in the context of
ensuring the unimpeded entry of young professionals into the labor market, justification and
proportionality of the employer's requirement for work experience to a person who has
received a new scientific qualification. Ensuring the employment of students also includes
the task of balancing professional theoretical and practical knowledge, which allows
developing the ability to apply theory in practice, which is one of the important foundations
of professional experience. At present, the issue of compliance with the requirements of the
employer and university education is also relevant in terms of student employment. The
difference between supply and demand in the labor market is increasing from year to year,
as a result of which the real problems of finding employment for young workers are
exacerbated. The need to balance the theoretical and practical aspects of professional
knowledge in Armenian universities makes the issue more relevant. The article identified
the following issues: 1. Find out the importance of combining study and work in reducing
the unemployment rate of university graduates, thereby ensuring unhindered access for
specialists to the labor market, increasing student employment in professional activities. 2.
To identify effective employment models that ensure a smooth transition of high-quality
specialists from the university to the labor market and do not negatively affect the quality
of education. 3. To highlight the possibilities of effective implementation of student
employment models in Armenian universities. 4. In the process of providing employment for
students, allocate opportunities for employment related to their future profession. In the
article, a number of issues of student employment are considered, related to solving the
problems of interaction between universities and the labor market, ensuring unhindered
access of students to the labor market, and also determining ways to prevent the negative
impact of student employment on the quality of education. Thus, the informational model of
interaction between the university and the labor market, the motivational model of student
behavior, as well as the organization of employment of students according to their future
profession or related professions are of great importance for increasing the level of
professional training of students, professional adaptation and solving problems of social
integration in the industrial environment.

Keywords: university, labor and professional experience, employment assistance
center, competitive advantage
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Udithnthmd: ‘Lkpljuynidu ntuwting ubph qpunywsnipyu hwipgnid hpuwnwy £
gnpbwwnnith wwhwbeubph b pnthwfwb Yppniput hwdwwywnuuppwbm pyut
uunhpp: Swpkgnuph wypwnmwnijuymd upptipug wénid L wnwewplh b ww-
hwbgwnpyh muppbpnipnitp, nph uwngdwnny upynud Eu bphnwuwpn wypwnnn-
ubiph hpulub qpunudnipjut fuunhpbbpp: Zwpgh wpwt) wpnhwlwb b nupd-
unud Zuywunwh poithipnud dwubwghunwlw ghnbjhpubph wkuwlub nt gnps-
twlut Ynndbph hwjuwuwpulppdwt wihpwdbynnipniup: Pusybu wohiwphh
owwn kpyputph pothbpnud, dbp Eplpnud unyuybu nuphubp pupnibwly bnkp B b ju
nbkuwljut ghwnbjhpubpp gnpstwjutnid Jhpwunknt pugp, nptt wywqu dwubw-
ghnubph duutwghnwljwi thnpdwrnipjut b nputng wijunspunnn wpjuwwnunt -
Ju dntbnt jupbnp wguwpdwiy b Muwinnuijut wwphubpht dwutughnwlut
nbuwljut ghwubjhpubpp woiwwnwipmd gnpswskint  jupnnnipjnitubph nu
huwnnipniutbph JEpwstp, wyuwnwipwihtt thnpdh dkeppbpnudp bywuwnnd ku
upuig unghwjului b twutwghnwlut hwpdwpdwip hwuwpulnipjut by, hiss-
whu twl wohuinuynluynd dpguligughtt woun]bympmibibph w]bugdubp:
Unyt hnpush tyunwly B mumdtwuppl) niuwbnnibph qpun]usnipyub w-
wuwhndwl htwpuwnp Unnbjubkpp: Znnusnud puwnlyty Bu hbnlyw) punhpiubpp.
1. qupgk] ntunidtwnnipjut b wputwnwph hwdwnbndwt tywbwlnipniip pod-
htph oppwtwdupwnbph gnpswqpnipyut dwjuppuyh wjuqbgdwb, npuing
dwubiwgbnbph wipunspunnun dninptt wpuwnuwoniju wywhnybint, dwubwgh-
nwlut woltwwnwipny ntuwtinnubph qpunuénipyut wbjugdwt hupgnud: 2.
Puguhwynt] pnithhg wphtwwnuwoniju pupdpnpul] dwuiwgbnikph wipungpunnn
wugnidt wywhnynn b Yppoipjut npulh Jpu puguuwpup swqnnn gpunyudntye-
jwi wpynibwdbn Unpljubp: 3. 9bp hwil) Zujwunwih pothbpnd ntuwunnubph
qpunyudnipjutt wywhnydwt dnnkjubph wpynibwybn tbpypdwt htwpwyn-
poipinibutpp: 4. Muwbnnubph qpunuénipjut wywhnydwb gnpéplupwugnid
wunqk) iputg myuqu dwubiwghnnipjutn yEpupkpnn wphiwnwpuyghti gnpént -
ubnipjudp qpunybnt htwpwynpnipmnittbpp: Ywpbnpynid B pnth-wpjawnwgnt -
Ju hudwgnpsulignipjut mbintjunguljut Ungbp, niuwinngitph qupph gpopw-
wuwwndwnuwht dnnlp, hyybu twlb ntuwinnubph qpunubdnipniip tpug wuyw-
qu dwubiughunipjudp jud hupwuljhg duutwghnnipmpiautpng juqdulbpybp,
npniup juhuwn Juplnp ki ntuwinnubph duutwghnwut gunpuunguwsnipjut
duupnulh pupdpugdub, duutughnwlut hupdwupdwt b wyjpwnwipugh
Uhowuypnid unghwjwljwt tkpundw fpunhpubph (nsdwt hudwp:

Puiun h punkn - Awluyuwpuwl, wpprnwnwbpughl b wuliughuwlu bl thnpd,
qrunywénipyul fpwidwl [hinpnh, Upgulguyhll wnunfkinipntl
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Pe3tome. Bonpoc mpyooycmpoiicmea cmyoeHmos ece20a akmyaieH 8 KOHmeKcme
obecneuenusi 6ECnPensiMCmMEEHHO20 BbIX00A MOAOObIX CREYUANUCTNO8 HA PLIHOK mpyod,
000CHOBAHHOCMU U COPA3MEPHOCMU MPeb0BaHUs pabomodamens K cmaicy pabomul auyy,
nonyuuguieMy HOGYI0 Hayunyio Keauguxayuto. QObecnedwenue mpyooycmpoucmed
CcmyOeHmo8 makoice GKkmOYaem 6 ceba 3a0ayy OANIAHCUPOBAHUS NPODECCUOHATLHBIX
MmeopemuiecKux u nPAKmuLecKux 3HaHUil, Ymo no3eosiem pa3eusams yMeHue NPUMEHsImMb
meopul0 Ha NPaAKmuxe, Ymo SGAEMCsi OOHOU U3 BAICHBIX OCHO8 NPOPECCUOHAILHO20
onwima. B nacmoswee epems eonpoc coomeemcmeusi mpebosanusm pabomooameins u
8Y308CK020 0OPA308AHUsL AKMYANEH U 6 NIaHe mpyooycmpoticmea cmyoenmos. Pasnuya
Medcoy cnpocom u npeonodicenuemM Ha povlHKke mpyoa 200 Om 2004 YEeIUUUBAemcs, 6
pe3yibmame 4e20 000CMPAIOMC peanbHble NpoOaeMbl MPYOOYCMPOUCMBA MOA0ObIX
pabomnuxos. Heobxooumocms cbarancuposamv meopemuueckue u npaKmuyeckue
acnekmsl NpOQecCUOHANbHbIX 3HaHUul 6 8y3ax Apmenuu Oenaem onpoc 6Oonee
akmyanvHbiM. B cmamve 6vinu evisignenvt ciedyrowue npoonemvl: 1. Boisicnums 3nauenue
cosmeujenust yuebvl u pabonivl 6 CHUNCEHUU YPOGHsL 6e3pabomuybl 6bINYCKHUKOE 8Y308, NeM
camvim obecneyums OeCcnpensimcmeeHHblll 00CMYn CHeYyudaliucmos Ha pPbIHOK mpyod,
nOGbLUEHUEe 3AHMOCIU CHYOCHMO8 6 NPOPECCUOHANbHOU desimenvHocmu. 2. Bviseums
agpgexmusnvie Mmoldeau mpyooycmpoucmea, obecneuugaroujue NIAGHbINL  NEPexoo
KAYeCMEEeHHbIX CNeYuaIucmos u3 8y3a Ha PbIHOK mpyodd U He GIUsioujie He2amueHo Hd
Kauecmeo obpazosanus. 3. Ocgemums 8603MON*CHOCIU IPPeKmugHo2o eHeOpeHUs Mooenell
mpyooycmpoticmea cmyoenmos 8 8y3ax Apmenuu. 4. B npoyecce mpyooycmpoticmea
odyuawWuxca 8vl0eNsmMs 803MONCHOCHU MPYOOYCMPOUCMEA, CA3AHHbIEe ¢ UX Oyoyuetl
npogeccueri. B cmamve  paccmampugaemcsi  pao  8ONPOCo8  obecneyeHus
Mpyooycmpoucmea cmyoeHmos, Cs3aHHbIX C peuleHUueM npodiem 63aumMo0etcmeust 8Y306
¢ pvlHKOM mpyoa, obecnedenuem OecnpensimcmeeHHo2o0 00Cmyna Cmyoenmos Ha PulHOK
mpyoa, a makdce onpeodeneHueM nymei npeooOmepaueruss He2amueHo20 GIUsHUSI
mpyooycmpolcmea cmyoeHmos Ha Kauecmgo obOpazoganus. Taxum  obpazom,
UHPOPMAYUOHHASL MOOETIb 83AUMOOCLICMBUS 8Y3A U PLIHKA MPYOd, MOMUBAYUOHHASI MOOETb
nogedenusi CmMyoenmos, a MaKdce Op2aHU3ayUs mpyooycmpoucmea cmyoeHmos no
b6ydyweu npogpeccuu unu CMedNCHvIM npogeccusm umeom O0IbUIOE 3HAUEHUue O
nOGbLUUEHUST YPOBHSL NPOPECCUOHANbHOU NOO20MOBKU CHYOEHNO08, NPOPECCUOHANLHOU
aoanmayuu u peweHus npooaemM CoyuarbHOU UHmMe2payuu 8 NPOU3800CMEEHHOU cpede.

KiroueBble cJI0Ba: 63, mpyoo6oil u NpoheccuonHanibblil ONbIM, YeHMp COOeUCmEUs.
3aHAMOCMU, KOHKYPEHMHOE NPEUMYUECTNEO

Introduction

When studying the issues of student employment, researchers describe
theoretical models of employment simultaneously with part-time employment or
temporary, part-time employment, highlighting the problem of combining study
and work of students (Pakhomova, Rudneva, 2013). A.A. Kozhurova characterizes
the structure of the mechanism for regulating the employment of students by stages
of development. A model of employment of a competitive young specialist is
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presented, on the basis of which links and characteristics are described that ensure
the formation of a competitive professional in a competitive environment of the
labor market. It offers a competitive employment model for young professionals. It
consists of the functions of regulation of youth employment or mechanisms of
cooperation of all actors in the process of ensuring successful employment. A model
that allows for the interaction of universities and the employment center with all
subjects of the educational services market and the labor market, such as public
educational institutions, universities, enterprises and the media (Kozhurova, 2017).

The advantage of the mechanism proposed by A.A. Kozhurova, is the focus of
the system on the final result. As the end result of this mechanism, she calls “the
hiring of a competitive young specialist, tested by competitive relations and
phenomena in the real sector of the labor market. The employer concludes an
employment contract with the employment center for a probationary period. A
specialist who has successfully passed the test (competition) can be accepted on a
permanent basis. If for one reason or another the probationary period has not ended,
the employer has the right to terminate the employment contract. In this situation,
the young person gets the opportunity to return to the labor market, get a different
profession and look for a job with a new competitive status (Kozhurova, 2017).”

N.K. Mikhailova describes the main motivational models of behavior of full-
time students working in a study-work combination. The behavior of working
students is analyzed using a model of behavioral motivation through requirements.
According to this model, “behavior is based on needs, which in this case induce
(motivate) students to certain behavior (actions) aimed at satisfying the
requirement” (Mikhailova, 2018).

Motivational models of behavior are considered from the point of view of
needs as regulators of behavior. There are three motivational models of student
employment, the first of which is based on material needs. The latter include the
following motives: the desire to earn money to pay for education, the desire to be
financially independent from parents (at least partially) in case of difficulties in
covering the financial costs of the student's education. The conducted studies
confirm that the choice of work within the framework of this model is in no way
connected with the future profession, students do not have the problem of acquiring
professional experience in employment. At the same time, preference is given to
more paid jobs, regardless of working conditions, such as informal employment,
inconvenient work schedules, lack of social guarantees, etc. Students with this type
of employment often miss classes and have debts. The employment of students is
informal, characterized by unevenness and low-quality jobs (Mikhailova, 2018).

This model is the most common in our country, because the main motivation
for students to find a job during their studies is financial and economic, in the form
of paying tuition fees, taking care of living conditions, etc. The main drawback of
this model is that as a result of trying to combine study and work, in many cases,
study is pushed to the secondary plan, as a result of which the student's professional
knowledge is not formed at the proper level. However, among the advantages, one
can mention the acquisition of practical experience and having already accumulated
some work experience at the end of the studies, which can contribute to being more
in demand and competitive in the labor market.

In the second motivational model of student employment, students strive to
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work in modern organizations, gain professional and work experience. This model
is considered effective, as students seek to get an official job close to their future
profession in order to acquire the necessary skills and abilities to engage in
professional activities, as well as work experience that increases the chances of
finding a job in their specialty. This model is also characterized by an increase in
students' interest in learning, “especially if the employer is interested in acquiring
an employee with high-quality theoretical training. Therefore, when applying this
employment model, the work activity of students contributes to professional
inclusion, and early entry into the labor market increases the possibility of
employment after graduation” (Mikhailova, 2018).

We can note that with this model, students are provided with more opportunities.
Moreover, in recent years this employment model has become more and more popular
in Armenian practice, as more and more students combine work and study, moreover,
for various reasons: increasing the level of professional competence, combining
variety and practical, opportunity for career advancement, etc.

Researchers have repeatedly spoken about the problem of employment of
young professionals: employers are afraid to take on permanent jobs students and
workers of the age group who have just completed their studies, because they are
hindered by lack of work experience. On the other hand, among students who
combine study and work, today there is a tendency to continue their studies, which
reduces their work motivation (Razumova, Yanchuk, 2021).

The third motivational model is typical for self-employed students. The
number of working students who have created jobs for themselves is small, so this
model is not common. "Such students are active, sociable, self-confident, willing to
take risks, have certain resources” (Mikhailova, 2019). N.K. Mikhailovna, T.A.
Yarkov explains this motivational layout by the desire of students to acquire new
skills and experience, which become competitive advantages for them in the labor
market after graduation (Mikhailova, Yarkova, 2019).

We can say that the third model is even less applicable in our country, because
the perceptions of self-employment, the need to combine study and work, as well
as the corresponding awareness and responsibility have not yet been formed among
our students. The main advantage of this model is to endow students with a number
of characteristics: initiative, responsibility, self-awareness, etc. However, the short-
term, informal nature of the work, which does not contribute much to further career
advancement, can be noted as a disadvantage.

“The implementation of professional competencies most often occurs without
the participation of the university, and it is the university that should help students
undergo professional socialization” (Potravnaya, 2015). In principle, the creation
and functioning of a model of social integration of students in the world of work
becomes important and relevant. Therefore, state regulation of higher and
professional education and the labor market should also be aimed at enhancing the
role of universities in ensuring student employment. Universities should regulate
the process of employment of working students (Evans, Gbadamosi, Richardson,
2014).

Murom Institute (branch) of Vladimir State University named after A.G. and
N.G. Stoletovs has an interesting model of social integration of students in the
sphere of work. The institute has created and operates a system to promote the labor
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integration of university graduates, which is based on a theoretical model of the
process of social integration of university graduates in the world of work (Popova,
2016). The constituent elements of this system are the subdivisions functioning at
the institute (department of pre-university training, selection committee,
departments of industrial practice, educational, additional professional education,
employment support service for graduates of the university). Many of these
structural units functioned as part of the university for a long time, but acted
separately from each other. A few years ago, the leadership of the institute decided
to combine these departments and services into a single system for their more
efficient activities (from the recruitment of applicants to the employment of
graduates (Popova, 2016).

The presented model of integration of graduates and its elements outlined
above can be implemented in the activities of Armenian universities. In the process
of introducing this model in Armenian universities, the real needs of the labor
market in the region should be taken into account (Patton, 2001).

It is no secret that there is a certain "gap" between the requirements of the
employer and the training of university graduates, which determines the current
state of the labor market in Armenia and the presence of a number of negative
trends. Such a model would also fill this gap by ensuring that experienced
professionals enter the labor market. It will also promote a motivational system for
students that will encourage them to work in their future profession along with their
studies. In essence, the motivational system of student employment should balance
material and professional motivations, when work during study is conditioned by
the desire to improve the financial situation, as well as to acquire skills and
experience.

Solving financial problems and gaining experience become the basis for the
professional development of a working student and raising the level of those
involved in professional activities in the labor market, therefore, improving the
quality of work. Thus, the attractiveness of studying at a university is balanced - the
quality of study - professional activity - effective work. Thus, the university
prepares specialists who meet most of the modern demands of employers and who
have competitive advantages in the labor market.

Constant changes in various fields of science, especially in the field of
information technology, the introduction of innovations make employers seriously
think about the selection of personnel. Employers want to be sure that a new
graduate will be useful immediately, without additional investment in his training.
Therefore, to increase their value, professionals from different fields, especially IT
graduates, must have the necessary technical skills, experience with real-world
problems, and interpersonal skills (Grant, Malloy, Murphy, Foreman, Robinson,
2010). But an effective solution to the problems of employment of graduates is
possible only with the interaction of all participants in the process of forming
graduates: the student himself, the university, the bodies of the Ministry of
Education and Science, culture and sports, business structures and public
organizations (Gimpelson, 2009).

The task of the university should be the formation of such a model of education
so that the graduate is in demand in the labor market (Satybaldieva, Ualieva,
Moldagulova, 2012).
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The information model is considered effective for the interaction between the
university and the labor market (enterprises, organizations). Within the framework
of this model, graduates are informed about vacancies in the specialty of their
professional education and related fields of activity, as well as employers are
informed about the merits of graduates who need employment. To this end, changes
in the labor market are monitored, various information and promotional materials
are published, as well as directories of the best university graduates, open electronic
databases, company presentations, job fairs and graduates, competitions are
organized, various types of tests, tests, interviews, etc. d. This is one of the main
models of activity of employment promotion centers of vocational educational
institutions.

The mentioned model can be effectively applied to ensure the employment of
students of Armenian universities and solve the problem of their employment after
graduation, since an important field of activity of university employment and
employment centers is to increase the competitiveness of graduates in the labor
market and consists in temporary (secondary) organization of employment and
work internships during the free study period. And here the model of information
interaction plays an important role. The organization of temporary (additional)
employment of students primarily aims to give students the opportunity to earn
extra money in their free time to solve their social problems. However, it also helps
students gain hands-on work experience, develop their communication skills, and
learn about the technologies of various businesses and organizations, especially in
the small and medium-sized enterprises sector (Satybaldieva, Ualieva,
Moldagulova, 2012).

Temporary work can be effective for undergraduate and graduate students.
Students have the opportunity to engage in temporary work during the summer
holidays. In order to prevent the negative impact of employment on the quality of
education, in most cases, temporary work is related to the future profession of
students (Satybaldieva, Ualieva, Moldagulova, 2012). This is an important factor in
balancing the theoretical and practical aspects of studying at a university.

The organization of internships for students in their free time is mainly aimed
at obtaining practical experience in the field of education in universities, as well as
in a related or complementary profession. Such internships are more relevant for
students of economic specialties who, after graduation, due to lack of work
experience, are not hired and do not have the opportunity to gain the necessary
experience. Mathematics, science and engineering students at universities also need
experience to get to know, for example, banks or other financial institutions,
insurance companies, trade and commercial enterprises and other technologies
where they would like to work in the future (Satybaldieva, Ualieva, Moldagulova,
2012).

The goal of the effective operation of the information model should be to
ensure the experience and professional training of students, and experience should
become an important factor in increasing the competitiveness of university
graduates and ensuring the further entry of highly qualified specialists into the labor
market (Triventi, 2014). In order to localize the information model in Armenian
universities, it is important to create employment and employment promotion
centers, as well as the necessary base for experience-oriented practice. On the other
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hand, it is necessary through cooperation to ensure that employers, in addition to
preferring the training of specialists, also plan their resources for the targeted
training of specialists in universities or the organization of narrow professional
specialization and internships for students (Passaretta G., Triventi M., 2015).

In previous studies also considered the issue of interaction between structures
dealing with student employment issues, considering this the main direction of
increasing the level of student employment. In this context, for effective
cooperation, we emphasize the closeness of cooperation and partnership between
state and non-state structures and universities interested in solving the problem,
developing and implementing their new forms, ensuring the active participation of
students in internships, research work and organizing their professional part-time
employment based on professional orientation, raising awareness of demand trends
in the labor market. These steps are aimed at ensuring a significant increase in the
degree of employment of students and solving the problem of training specialists in
accordance with the requirements of the employer, as well as the problem of the
competitiveness of graduates in the labor market, since before graduation they will
already have work experience that meets the requirements of today employer, which
really hinders finding a job in the labor market today (Yeghiazaryan, 2020).

In order to ensure the organization of interaction between representatives of
the education system, society, families, business structures, state and city
authorities, it seems important to develop a model for managing students' secondary
employment, which is an important direction in improving the policy of managing
students' labor activities (Richardson, Evans, Gbadamosi, 2009). According to the
model, the goal of student secondary employment management is the
comprehensive development of young people and their potential, which should
contribute to increasing active influence on various processes of creating
advantages and value, as well as ensuring sustainable development. educational and
professional systems (Alexandrovna, 2018). The model of managing the
employment of secondary school students is built on three levels: state, intrastate
and student youth institution. “With the dominance of the policy of passive
employment, the state is given the leading role, because it is faced with the task of
ensuring the preservation of jobs for those who want to work. For employers, the
state must ensure the conditions under which the demand for their products will be
ensured, for the unemployed, benefits and assistance in finding employment”
(Alexandrovna, 2018).

In order do not reduce the quality of education of working students, in the
organization of their professional and labor activity, we focus on labor activity in
their future profession or related professions. Researchers of the problem testify to
its importance, noting that some of the students, whose joint employment is related
to their future profession (field of employment, places of work), form professional
competencies (abilities), their social and professional identity. Observing a career,
first of all, as a progressive movement of a person associated with the growth of
professional skills and status, students perceive this time as an intermediate stage
of the preliminary stage of a future professional career. Therefore, they do not
consider it necessary to build their career only for the purpose of generating income.
“During the student years, the “strength test”, the combination of student studies
and work contributes to their social and professional adaptation in society.

112



Sociology of Youth

However, this process should not be carried out to the detriment of the main goal -
getting an education, therefore, universities should take a differentiated approach to
the issue of individualization of the education of busy students (Mikhailova,
Yarkova).

In the motivational system of students' behavior, a balance of material and
professional motivation is possible, when work during study is conditioned by the
desire to improve their financial situation, acquire professional skills and work
experience. Moreover, this can be achieved by ensuring the employment of students
with professional paid work. The fact is that it is at the stage of study that the
foundation for the professionalism of future specialists is laid, and already in labor
activity it is rebuilt and strengthened.

Conclusions

The main results of the research and main conclusions derived from them are
given below. The main problems in ensuring easy access for employment for young
people in RA are: 1) a high proportion of informal youth employment; 2) difficulties
in finding employment for university graduates, an imbalance in supply and demand
in the youth labor market in terms of professional qualifications; 3) youth
unemployment; 4) low guarantees for new forms of youth employment; 5) lack of
statistical data on many indicators of decent work in the youth segment; 6) high
differentiation of the profiles of “worthiness” of work by types of activity, etc. The
different approaches to the implementation of the principles of work for students
made it possible to develop a model of the mechanism for implementing the
principles of work in the field of youth employment, which includes a set of
methods and tools for influencing the subjects of social and labor relations on the
characteristics of youth employment.
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e unwgyuwd hhdtwljut ndjuubph pugunpnipmi (Gud
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ubpuntp vhtgh tpkp hnnud, npntp pududws ku YEn- uvnnpujtnny: Fnnp
hynudlibpp tobp dwdwiwugpuljul, wyw wppbiulwb jupgny (L1h,
1999; tnny, 2002; £k, 2003):
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htnhtwlh wohtwwnmpiniuubpp’ pun hpwnwpuwldwt mwupkpldh: Cuigniagws
hnnudikiph ophiwlikpp hwenpnp
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Crow, G. (1997). Comparative Sociology and Social Theory. Basingstoke: Macmillan.
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Nielsen, K., Jessop, B., Hausner, J. (2005). Institutional Change in Post-

Socialism. Strategic Choice and Path-Dependency in Post-Socialism (eds.

Hausner, J., Jessop, B., Nielsen, K.). Aldershot, UK: Edward Elgar, pp. 67-83.

Znnpifwé ghunwlml hwbpkunid”

Atanesyan, A. (2020). Media Framing on Armed Conflicts: Limits of Peace Journalism
on the Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict. Journal of Intervention and Statebuilding, 14:4, p.
534-550. DOI: 10.1080/17502977.2020.1780018

Oplk ququwlbpymppul §ngupg hpunupuliws wopunnulp

World Bank (2005). World Development Report2005. Washington, DC: World
Bank.

Owlinpwqpmpinibikpp whnp b ikpluyugyt wjwy beh tkpplnud’

nnnuunulnd b yupnibwl kb (pugnighs pugunpnipinil, ny ghnnuljut
wnpipibkp hnnustbp phpplphg, punwpwbibphg, hpwywlub
huwinwpnphp, b wyt: fugh wnqunulbphg wnwhuh wypniplbph
ubkpunnudp gpujuinipjut gutynd sh yuwhwgynid: Fninp hwywynidukpp
wbkwnp k pugyti:
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Ukpljuyugws pninp wphiwnwpubnt h uljqpwitk ntuntduvwuhpynud

tu judpugpuljutt §njkghugh Ynndhg: Uju thnynid wpppwwnwiupn jupnn £
dbpddt) dwuttwghnwljut kgpuljugnipintithg wnwy, tpt wjt pudupup
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«zwuynpyup b Unduhujwin (2018) gnyg L mgtip», ny ph «Ukup bwjuljhunid
gnyg Lup nyb] Zwlnpjuip b Unduhujwip 2018)»:

Qpugnnmpjui puguemup. hwunbup hpwnwpwlnud £ unpnyp yupnibwlng
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tupwnpnud k, np niunmdiwuhpnipiniup sh nmyugpdby Yud sh ukpluyugyty
wy] huwunbunid nywugpnipju: Geph hinhtwlubpt oguuugnpénud L
hpwnwpuljjws yniph nplk hwndusd (nplk (Eqdny), wyw tpuip whwp k
wuwnowg hynudubp nwt: Fpugnnnipnit wupnibwlnng wohiwnwtptbpp sk
punniugh nyugpnipjuie
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Zlghtwluyhl nnknkhunnympiniap

Ulniutbipp b fEjunpnuwghtt hnunh hwugkubpp, npnip dntnpugpdnud i wju
Juypnid, Joguuugnpdykt pugunwytiu hwinbunid wygws hyywnwlukph
hwdwp b hwuwbih skt (huh wy) bywnwlubph hwdwp jud wy whdwbg nu
Juquultpynipmniutbphie

*ok ok

PyKkoeoocmeo 011 asmopos
CraTbu 10JKHBI cOcTaBJIATH 10 20 crpanun B Microsoft Word u conep:karth
cjeayomy uHpopManmio:

e B Hayaje CTATbH CTABUTCS 3aryiaBue (MIPOMHUCHBIMU OyKBaMH)

e B CIEIYIOUICH CTPOKE — NMA U (paMIIIHs aBTOpa (IPOMUCHBIMU OyKBaMH)

e B KOHIIE CTATbM YKa3bIBAIOTCS yUCHAs CTETICHb U 3BaHUE aBTOPA, MECTO
paboTHI, TOIDKHOCTh, HOMEP TenedOoHa U aapec IEKTPOHHOH MOYTH (HOMep
TeneoHa U e-mail meyaTaroTcs ¢ Corjiachs aBTopa)

®  IOJIS: OBEpX TEKCTa 25 MM, IOJ TEKCTOM 25 MM, cripaBa 25 MM, cieBa 20 Mm

e mpudT apMsiHCKOro Tekcra: Sylfaen

e  mpudT anrnuiickoro Texcra: Times New Roman

e mpudT pycckoro Tekcta: Times New Roman

e  OCHOBHOH pa3zmep mpudTa — 11, HHTEpBaT MEXIY CTpoKamMu — 1,5, mupuHa
rpaduKoB U TabnUIy — A0 125 MM

®  CCBHUIKM JAlOTCSl BHU3Y CTPAHUIIBI B IOPSIKE BO3pACTaHMs, pa3Mep mpudra —
10, yka3pIBaeTCs aBTOp MCTOYHUKA (’KUPHBIM IIPU(PTOM), HA3BaHHE, TOM,
MECTO, TOJ] M3JIaHusl (Ta3eThl WK JKypHaIa TaKKe HOMep) U CTpaHHUIa

TpeGoBaHus k pe3rome
Pe3stome TOIDKHO JaTh SICHOE MPEACTaBICHHUE O COIEPKAHUM CTAThi. B HEM 00BIYHO
4ETKO CPOPMYIIHPOBAHEI

e  HccleIyeMble BOIPOCH U UX aKTyaJbHOCTbD,

®  KpaTKoe€ ONHMCAaHHE JaHHBIX U METOJ0B (METO/a),

®  TOSICHEHHS K OCHOBHBIM U3 IOJIyYCHHBIX PE3yJIbTAaTOB (MJIM apryMEHTBI, €CIN
paboTa HOCUT Cyry0o TEOpETHIECKHI XapakTep).

INPUMEYAHNS, CCBIJIKH U TPAOUYECKHUE JAHHBIE

Cucrema APA: ccoliku Ha KHUTH, MOHOTpa(uu, CTaTH U CTATUCTUYECKUE JaHHbIE
HY’KHO IIPUBECTH B CKOOKax, yKa3aB (haMWJIMIO aBTOPA, TOJ] U3JIaHUs 1 CTpaHHIy. B
TEKCTE CCBIJIKM Ha KHUTH, MOHOTpa(uu, CTAThH U CTATUCTHYECKHUE JaHHbIE CIICTyeT
JlaBaTh B CKOOKax, yKa3as (haMHIIMIO aBTOpa, 1aTy U3JaHUs U IIPH HEOOXOAUMOCTH
ctpanunbl. Korma nms aBTopa yka3aHo B TEKCTE, CCBUIAWTECH CIEAYIOUTIM 00pa3oM:
(ABetucsn, 2001). Korna ccpimaerech Ha CTpaHUIYY IUTATHI, UCTIOIB3YUTE CIIEMYIOTHIA
ctiib: (ABetucsH, 2001:91-92).

Ecnu uCTOYHMK UMEeT ABYX aBTOPOB, YKQKUTE HMEHa 000X, Pa3lIelIuB UX 3aIlSITOMH.
Ecnu aBTOpOB Tpoe witu 60JIbIe, BOCIONB3YHTECh IPOIOJIKCHUEM «H IPYTHE»,
Hanpumep: (I'puropsn u npyrue, 2010).
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IIpu naCcTHTYIMOHATEHOM aBTOpcTBe MmumuTe Tak: KLU (KaBka3ckwuii ieHTp
HCCIIeI0BaTeIhCKUX pecypcoB) «KaBkasckmii 6apometp» CRRC, 2001).

Ecmm B ckoOkax naércs Oosiee 0JTHOM CCHUIKM Ha TPYABI OJTHOTO aBTOPA,
OIyOJIMKOBAaHHBIE B TEUCHUE I'0/1a, UCIOIB3YHTE HU(PHI Iepe T AaTOH MyOIuKaIiuu
(ITetepcon 1, 2001). [TomemaiiTe B ckoOKax 0 TPEX CCHUIOK, pa3Aemss UX TOUKAMHU C
3anaToi. CCBUIKH HY)KHO JaBaTh B XPOHOJIOTMYECKOM, a 3aTeM B aln(haBUTHOM MOPSIKE
(ITetepcon, 1999; Noym, 2002; beiikep, 2003).

B konue ctatsu (JIutepaTypa) yKaKuTe HCTOUHUKHU B ajipaBUTHOM IOPSIKE, a TPYIBI
OJTHOTO aBTOPA — B XPOHOJIOTHYECKOM.

Ilpumeuanusa NOMKHEI OBITH IOMEIICHB! B HU)KHEH 4acTH IaHHOM CTpaHUIbL. B
MPUMEYaHUs TOMEIIAI0TCS MTOSICHEHNUS, a TaKXKe HeakaJeMHUIeCKNEe HCTOUHHUKH -
ra3eTHbIE CTaThH, CIIOBAPH, IIPABOBbIC aKThI U T.I. JlaHHbIE HICTOYHUKH BKJIIOYATH B
CIHCOK JINTEpaTyphl HE TpeOyeTcs.

Bce maonuysl u pucynku cieayeT U3rOTOBUTH TAKUM 00pa3oM, 9TOOBI OHU
OTKPBIBAJIKCH MPH CTaHAAPTHOM IIporpaMMHoM obecrnieuennu Microsoft Word w/unn
Excel. Inaue roBopsi, OHU AOJKHEI OBITH y3HaBaeMBI (00ECIIeUnTh IS [Ie9aTH
XOpoliee Ka4ecTBO) U XKeJIaTeIbHO YEPHO-0enbIMU (MiH cepbiMu). Popmat
rpaduueckux daiinos — TIF umu JPG ¢ paspemennem 300 dpi.

Onyonukoeannas KHu2a

Crow, G. (1997). Comparative Sociology and Social Theory. Basingstoke: Macmillan.
I'nasa ompedaxmuposannoi KHuzu

Nielsen, K., Jessop, B., Hausner, J. (2005). Institutional Change in Post-Socialism.
Strategic Choice and Path-Dependency in Post-Socialism (eds. Hausner, J., Jessop, B.,
Nielsen, K.). Aldershot, UK: Edward Elgar, pp. 67-83.

Cmamusa 6 HayuHom dycypHaie

Atanesyan, A. (2020). Media Framing on Armed Conflicts: Limits of Peace Journalism
on the Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict. Journal of Intervention and Statebuilding, 14:4, p.
534-550. DOI: 10.1080/17502977.2020.1780018

Paboma, uzoannas Kaxoi-nudo opzanusayuei

World Bank (2005). World Development Report 2005. Washington, DC: World Bank.
Bce mMartepuaibl n3Ha4aIbHO MPOBEPSIIOTCS pelaKMOHHON Tpynmoi. Ha atom stame

CTaThbH MOTYT OBITH OTKJIOHEHBI JI0 PELICH3UPOBAHUSI, €CIIM €CTh OIIYIICHUE, YTO OHH
HEJIOCTATOYHO BBICOKOT'O KaYeCTBa, HE COOTBETCTBYIOT HAIlIMM PEKOMEHIAIMAM HIIH
BBIXOJIAT 33 PAMKH XypHaja. ITO TapaHTUPYET, 9TO aBTOPHI OBICTPO IPUMYT peIIeHHE,
€CJIM UX CTaThs He MoAXoauT. CTaThy, IpOLIeAIINe IePBOHAYABHYIO IPOBEPKY, OYIyT
OTIIpaBJICHHI HA KCIIEPTHYIO OIEHKY. [Iporiecc 0630pa ABIsIeTCS TBOMHBIM CIICIIBIM.
CraTpu OyayT 0TOOpaHBI AJs MyOIMKaMyd Ha OCHOBAHUU OT3HIBOB KOJUIET, COTIIACHS
aBTOpa Ha BHECEHHE N3MEHEHUH 1 OKOHYATEIBHOTO BEIOOpa penakTopa. CTaThu, He
IpolIe/ e PEeH3UPOBAHUE, OYIyT OTKIOHEHSHI.

CamonuTupoBanue: V30eraiite mim MUHUMI3HPYHTE caMouTUpoBanue. CchuTaliTeCch
Ha CBOM cOOCTBEHHBIE CCBHUTKH OT TpeTbero nuna. Hanpumep, HammmunTe «AKOOSH 1
MogcucsH (2018) mpoaeMoHCTpHPOBaII», a He « MBI paHee IPOoIeMOHCTPUPOBAITH
(Axo0stH 1 MoBcucsa 2018)».

IMoauTHKa B OTHOIIEHNH NJIarnarta: JKypHail HalesIeH Ha ITyOIuKanuio
OPUTHHAJIBHBIX UCCIIEZI0BATEIBCKUX PabOT BEICOKOTO KadecTBa. [lomada pykonucu B
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JKYpHaJI CBUAETEIBCTBYET O TOM, YTO MCCJICIOBAHNE HUTIC HE ITyOIMKOBAIOCh WIIM HE
OBUIO OTHPABIICHO JUIS MyONHMKAIMY B Ipyrue MecTa. Eciy aBTopbl HCHONB3YIOT KaKylo-
100 YacTh OMyOJMKOBAaHHOW CTAaThU, OHU JIOJDKHBI IaBaTh COOTBETCTBYIONINE CCHLIKH.
)KypHan HEMCJICHHO OTKJIOHACT MaT€pHalibl, BEAYIINE K IUIaruaTy Uik caMoIjiaruary.
MonnTuka camoapxuBupoBaHus aBTopa: /[0 NpUHATHS AJs MyOIUKALWY B )KypHAJIe
ABTOPBI COXPAHSIOT 32 COOO0M IPaBO Pa3MECTUTh OPUTHHAIILHYIO BEPCUIO CTAThH HA
CBOEM JINYHOM BeO-caiiTe 1 / WM Ha BeO-caiiTe CBOEro paboToaarelis 1 / Win Ha
OecruTaTHBIX 0OIIEIOCTYIHBIX CepBEpax MPH YCIOBUH, UTO MOCIIE IPUHATHS aBTOPHI
OTBEYaeT 3a 0OHOBJIEHHUE apXKBa MpernpuHTa ¢ nomompsio DOI 1 npusssky ero x
OITyOJINKOBAHHOM BEPCHH CTATHH.

JKypHas o3BoJsIeT aBTOpaM MCIIOIb30BaTh OKOHYATENIFHYIO OIIyOJIMKOBAHHYIO BEPCHIO
ctatbu (pdf m3maTens) st caMoapXUBUPOBAHUS (JIMYHBIN BEO-CalT aBTOpa) M / FITH
ApPXMBUPOBAHUS B MHCTUTYLIMOHAJIBHOM PENO3UTOPUH (Ha HEKOMMEPUYECKOM CepBepe).
ITocne myGnukanuu ctaTey epruoia 3M6apro Het. Heo6xoaumo yka3aThb
OIyOJIMKOBAaHHBIN HCTOYHHK M YKa3aTh CCHUIKY Ha INIaBHYIO CTPAHUILY KypHala WIn
DOI crareii.

IInara 3a my6aukanuio ctatbu: CTaThH B XKypHaje MyONIUKYIOTCS OecIIaTHO IS
BCEX aBTOPOB. Pefakiys He B3UMaeT ¢ aBTOPOB IUIAThI 32 pa3MElCHUE CTaTel B
OTKpPBITOM JOCTYTIE, PELICH3UPOBaHNE, TIOATOTOBKY XKypHalla K IleJaTH, a TaK >ke
coJiepkaHue caiiTa M JIEKTPOHHOE ACITOHNPOBAHHUE PYKOIIHCEH.

3anaenenue 0 KonguoenyuaibHocmu

Mwmena u anpeca 3JIEKTPOHHOM ITOYTHI, BBEICHHBIE HA CAlTe 3TOTO KypHaia, OyayT
WCTIOJIb30BaHbI HCKITIOYHUTENILHO JUIS 11eJIe, 0003HaUYCHHBIX 3THM >KypHAJIOM, 1 HE
OyayT UCIIONIB30BAHBI I KaKUX-THOO0 APYTUX IieNeil K MPeJoCTaBICHBI APYT UM
JMaM U opraHusalusM.
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