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LEXICON LEAP: UNVEILING THE NEOLOGISMS
OF MODERN WORLD

In the constantly evolving realm of language, neologisms act as vibrant
indicators of contemporary societal, technological, and cultural shifts. This
research delves into the origins, meanings, and cultural implications of recent
English neologisms. Employing both qualitative and quantitative approaches, the
study examines the factors driving the creation of neologisms, categorizes their
formation methods, and explores their cultural significance. By analyzing
neologisms from dictionaries, linguistic studies, and media, the research identifies
trends in their development and usage, evaluating their frequency and context
across various media platforms. The findings illustrate how neologisms expand our
vocabulary, mirror societal changes, and improve communication precision.
Ultimately, neologisms exemplify the adaptability and creativity of language,
reflecting the swift transformations within our society.
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Introduction

In the ever-evolving landscape of language, new terms and expressions
constantly emerge, reflecting the dynamic changes in society, technology, and
culture. According to the Global Language Monitor (GLM), a new word is created
every 98 minutes (approximately 14.7 new words per day) and hundreds of words
are added to English dictionaries each year (Engle, 2023). These fresh additions to
our lexicon—known as neologisms—offer a fascinating glimpse into the collective
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psyche and zeitgeist of contemporary life. Newly coined terms, or neologisms,
often reflect the changing times. For instance, 'cryptojacking' is a digital innovation
referring to the unauthorized use of someone's device to mine cryptocurrency,
while socio-cultural shifts are captured by phrases like ‘quiet quitting' and 'digital
detox." These terms highlight how language evolves alongside technology and
societal trends. They enrich our vocabulary and provide insights into the priorities,
challenges, and transformations that define our era.

The field of neology has attracted the attention of linguists since 1960s. A
large number of research papers are devoted to the study and analysis of
neologisms (Katermina, 2017; Pagan Motos, 2018, Llopart-Saumell, Cafiete-
Gonzalez, 2023; Shkapenko, Milyavskaya, 2020, etc.). Nevertheless, the specificity
of the object under study is such that the topic does not exhaust itself, and research
works continue to be relevant.

The study aims to explore the origins, meanings, and cultural implications of
neologisms in international English, encompassing variations such as British,
American, and other global Englishes. By examining these new linguistic
creations, we aim to uncover how language adapts to and mirrors the fast-paced
changes in our world. Specifically, the study will: analyze the factors driving the
creation of neologisms; classify neologisms based on their formation processes;
and investigate their cultural and societal impacts across different English-speaking
communities.

The research will conduct a comprehensive examination of contemporary
neologisms, drawing data from dictionaries, linguistic research, and media sources.
A mixed-methods approach, incorporating both qualitative and quantitative
analyses, will be employed to investigate the frequency, usage contexts, and
societal acceptance of these terms. The study aims to identify recurring patterns in
the formation of neologisms and evaluate their impact on linguistic evolution and
cultural representation. To assess the adoption and prevalence of neologisms,
frequency data will be collected from diverse sources, including lexicographic
records, social media platforms, and scholarly publications.

Defining Neologisms: Diverse Perspectives and Classifications in
Linguistic Research

The modern world is undergoing rapid changes, and language must adapt to
these shifts in communication. The English language, encompassing its various
global forms (such as British, American, Australian, and other regional Englishes),
is continuously evolving, creating new words, phrases, and expressions daily that
address social issues, emerging technologies, interests, lifestyles, and more.
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The period for considering a word a neologism can range from a few years to
several decades since its introduction. The creation of neologisms often stems from
the need to achieve specific communication goals in particular situations. Most
new words are linked to advancements in science, technology, culture, and
economics. Every new era brings with it new words to describe novel concepts,
objects, and phenomena. The most prominent changes are lexical. A new and
unfamiliar expression tends to draw attention, prompting people to think about or
infer its meaning. Studying neologisms from a linguistic and cultural perspectives
enhances our understanding of the world.

Neologisms are inherently "new" and often traceable to a specific person,
publication, era, or event. The term "neologism" itself emerged around 1800. The
concept of neologism is broad, encompassing new words, phrases, meanings,
usages, affixations and their derivatives, as well as existing affixations with new
applications. These are also known as vogue words, indicating their newness and
popularity. In linguistics, a neologism refers to a recently created word, term, or
phrase, often developed to describe new concepts or to modernize older terms.
Famous linguists give their definitions to the concept of "neologism™. Thus, Peter
Newmark offers a more specific definition, calling neologisms "newly appeared
lexical or existing units that acquire a new meaning" (Newmark, 1988, p. 140).
Geoffrey Nunberg notes that “neologism is a novel lexical item, typically arising
from the need to name new inventions or to accommodate linguistic creativity”
(Nunberg, 1996, p. 77). Geoffrey Hughes calls neologisms “new lexical items
created to describe new phenomena, especially technological, social, and cultural
developments” (Hughes, 2000). According to Jean Aitchison “a neologism is a
newly coined word or expression that is in the process of entering common use”
(Aitchison, 2001). David Crystal defines neologism as “a new word or a new
meaning for an existing word, created to fit new experiences or concepts” (Crystal,
2010). These references provide insights into the linguistic processes and cultural
factors contributing to the creation and adoption of neologisms.

This paper seeks to propose its own definition of the concept of neologism: a
neologism is a lexical innovation characterized by its novelty in form and/or
semantic content, emerging within a specific stage of a language's evolution. Such
a term gains prominence through widespread usage, achieves recognition as part
of the linguistic norm and is perceived as novel by the majority of native speakers
during the period of its introduction.

Every new element in life and language requires a name and a place.
Neologisms serve as guides into the new realms of technology, globalization, and
an intelligent society. Both intralinguistic and extralinguistic factors influence the
emergence of certain neologisms in a language, including background knowledge
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and cultural context. The extralinguistic factors contributing to the formation of
neologisms have been a subject of extensive research by numerous linguists,
including D. Herberg, L. McDonald, V. Katermina, J. Pagan Motos and others.
Broadly defined, these factors reflect external realities, encompassing the state of
society, levels of public awareness, living standards, socio-economic conditions,
technological advancements, and the type of societal structure. The primary drivers
of extralinguistic word formation include the need of speakers to specify or
generalize terms, developments in economics, politics, culture, and science, as well
as the interactions between different languages.

In contrast to extralinguistic (external) factors, intralinguistic factors stimulate
linguistic innovation from within the language system. These internal factors
represent the language's inherent capacity to refresh its lexicon by incorporating
new words. However, internal linguistic dynamics are often influenced by external
factors, as external conditions activate the language system, giving rise to new
phenomena and expressions. Global processes shaping societal development
primarily fall within the domain of extralinguistic factors, as they are overtly
observable, while structural linguistic changes and the inherent potential for
linguistic evolution are detectable only through specialized linguistic analysis.

As a communicative tool, language evolves continuously, with speakers
adopting new words in discourse — many of which do not necessarily signify novel
inventions or phenomena. Intralinguistic formation processes are often subtle, with
the markers of novelty being weakly expressed or entirely obscured due to the
rapid dissemination of neologisms among speakers. This subtlety, coupled with the
limited understanding of the internal mechanisms governing language evolution,
explains why the intralinguistic factors behind neologism formation receive
relatively little scholarly attention.

From intralinguistic point of view, the classification of the American linguist
John Algeo is of interest. Algeo identifies six primary etymological sources for
new English words: creation, borrowing, combination, shortening, blending, and
shifting. Each of these categories includes several important subtypes. Besides
these six main sources, there are other types of incomplete etymology. To simplify,
the author classifies new words into three categories: creating new words through
word formation processes, adding new meanings to existing words, and borrowing
words from foreign languages. Here is Algeo's classification of neologisms (Algeo,
1991):

Creating (New Words): Lie Flat: a newly created term describing the act of
rejecting overwork and competition (https://dictionaryblog.cambridge.org/); Simp:
a word with a new or evolving meaning, indicating excessive attentiveness
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(https://dictionaryblog.cambridge.org/); Bodycon: an adjective describing tight-
fitting clothing (https://dictionaryblog.cambridge.org/).

Borrowing (Words from Foreign Languages): Lie Flat: originally a term from
Chinese culture, adapted into English (https://dictionaryblog.cambridge.org); Fika:
to meet for coffee or tea (https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/ swedish-
english/fika).

Combining (Forming New Words by Combining Existing Ones): Antiwork: a
compound word describing a movement that rejects traditional notions of work
(https://dictionaryblog.cambridge.org/); Golden handcuffs: a phrase combining
two words to describe incentives keeping employees in a job (https://dictionary
blog.cambridge.org/); Lavender ceiling: a phrase combining two words to describe
limitations in professional advancement for LGBTQ+ individuals (https://
dictionaryblog.camb ridge.org/); Bottle episode: a phrase combining two words to
describe a specific type of TV show episode (https://dictionaryblog. cambridge.
org/); Hopepunk: a compound word describing a subgenre of optimistic
speculative fiction (https://www.dictionary.com/browse/hopepunk); Grimdark: a
compound word describing a subgenre of dystopian fantasy fiction (https://
www.dictionary.com/browse/Grimdark); Ghost runner: a phrase combining two
words to describe a baseball rule (https://dictionaryblog. cambridge.org/);
Pickleball: a compound word describing a game similar to tennis and badminton
(https://dictionaryblog.cambridge.org/); Social-emotional learning: a phrase
combining three words to describe a process of acquiring interpersonal and
emotional skills (https://www.dictionary. com/ browse/%E2%80%A2%09Social-
emotional%20learning).

Shortening (Forming New Words by Shortening Existing Ones): OOO: an
abbreviation for "out of office.” (https://dictionaryblog.cam bridge.org/).

Blending (Forming New Words by Blending Parts of Existing Ones):
Pawternity leave: term for leave of absence for pet-related reasons (a blend of "pet"
and "maternity/paternity leave"). (https:// dictionaryblog.cambridge.org/).

Shifting (Changing the Meaning of Existing Words): At: shifting the
preposition "at" to a verb form used in social media contexts (https://dictionary
blog.cambridge.org/); Brigading: shifting to describe organized online harassment
(https://www.dictionary.com/browse/Briga ding); Review bomb: shifting to
describe manipulating online ratings (https://www.dictionary.com/browse/
Review%?20bomb); Shadow ban: shifting to describe suppressing social media
posts (https://www.dictionary. com/browse/Shadow%?20ban); Sock puppet:
shifting to describe a false online identity (https://www.dictionary.com/browse/
Sock%20puppet); Ohtani rule: shifting to describe a specific baseball rule
(https://www. dictionary.com/browse/Ohtani%20rule); Dyslexic thinking: shifting
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to describe a cognitive approach involving dyslexia (https://dictionaryblog.
cambridge.org/); Stimming: shifting to describe repetitive behaviors in response to
emotional states (https://dictionaryblog. cambridge.org/).

Creating New Words through Word Formation Processes: Rewild: To return
to a more natural or wild state, particularly in terms of ecosystem restoration
(https://www.dictionary.com/browse/Rewild%20); Crate-dig: To search through
crates of secondhand merchandise, especially for rare or vintage recordings
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/crate-dig); Thirst trap: A photograph
or video shared to attract attention or desire (https://www.merriam-webster. com/
dictionary/thirst% 20trap); Quiet quit: To do the minimum amount of work
required for a job (https://www. merriam -webster.com/dictionary/quiet%20quit);
Yeet: To throw with force or to express surprise or enthusiasm (https://www.
merriam-webster.com/ dictionary/yeet).

Adding New Meanings to Existing Words: Boss: In gaming, a major antagonist
that must be overcome for a player to progress (https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/boss); Nerf: To reduce the effectiveness of something,
particularly in a video game (https://www. merriam-webster.com/dictionary/nerf);
Speedrun: A timed playthrough of a video game aiming for the fastest completion
(https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/speedrun); Rage quit: To suddenly
stop participating in an activity out of anger and frustration (https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/rage%20quit); Cold open: A scene in a film or TV show
that precedes the title sequence (https://www. merriam-webster.com/ dictionary/
cold%20open).

Borrowing Words from Foreign Languages: Jollof rice: A West African dish
of rice cooked in a tomato and onion sauce (https://www.merriam-webster.
com/dictionary/jollof%20rice); Stagiaire: A usually unpaid intern in a professional
kitchen (https://www.merriam-webster.com/ dictionary/stagiaire); Emping: An
Indonesian cracker made from the seed of a melinjo tree (https:// www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/emping).

These classifications help highlight the diverse ways new words enter and
evolve within the English language. Our world is constantly changing and all new
phenomena are reflected in language. Sometimes years and even decades pass
before a phenomenon becomes an integral part of public life.

The Emergence of Thematic Neologisms in Modern Language

The formation of neologisms can be viewed through three primary lenses: the
nominative function, where new words are created to name previously non-existent
realities; the expressive-stylistic function, which imbues language with stylistic or
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emotional nuances; and the cognitive role, where neologisms represent new
concepts that expand our understanding of the world. These roles, deeply
intertwined, collectively contribute to the dynamism and adaptability of language.

The Nominative Role of Neologisms

The nominative function of neologisms is perhaps the most straightforward: it
involves the creation of new words to label or define new entities, concepts, or
phenomena. This is essential in a world where technological innovation and social
change are constant. The rise of the internet, for instance, has brought about an
entire lexicon of terms that would have been unimaginable a few decades ago.
Words like "blogger”, "internet meme", "cryptocurrency”, and "Zoom" have
entered the lexicon as direct responses to new realities that demanded linguistic
labels.

Blogging emerged as a popular activity in the late 1990s and early 2000s,
necessitating the creation of the term "blogger" to describe individuals who
regularly post content on weblogs or blogs (Cambridge Dictionary.
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/eng lish/blogging). Similarly, the term
"internet meme"" was coined to describe a piece of media that spreads rapidly
online, often with humorous or satirical intent. These terms not only name new
activities but also reflect the cultural significance of the internet in contemporary
society (Wikipedia. https://fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_meme).

Cryptocurrency is another neologism that highlights the nominative role.
With the advent of blockchain technology and digital currencies like Bitcoin, there
was a need for a term to encapsulate these new financial instruments.
"Cryptocurrency” serves as a precise label for these digital assets, emphasizing
their cryptographic foundations (Merriam-Webster.  https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/cryptocurrency).

The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated the adoption of video conferencing
technology, with **Zoom** becoming synonymous with online meetings. Originally
the name of a specific platform (Merriam-Webster. https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/zoom), "Zoom™ has become a generic term for any video
conference, demonstrating how brand names can evolve into neologisms in
common parlance. This nominative role is crucial for communication, as it allows
individuals to efficiently refer to and discuss new phenomena.

The theoretical foundation for this process can be linked to Ferdinand de
Saussure's concept of the linguistic sign, where the signifier (the word) and the
signified (the concept) are connected arbitrarily but become solidified through
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social convention. As new realities emerge, so too must new signifiers to maintain
the efficiency of communication within a speech community (Saussure, 1916).

The Expressive-Stylistic Function of Neologisms

The expressive-stylistic function of neologisms goes beyond mere labeling; it
involves the creation of words that convey particular stylistic or emotional nuances.
These neologisms often emerge in informal language, media, and subcultures,
where creativity in expression is highly valued. They reflect cultural trends, social
behaviors, and individual attitudes, adding color and expressiveness to
communication.

Take, for example, the term doomscrolling. Coined during the COVID-19
pandemic, "doomscrolling” refers to the compulsive act of scrolling through
negative news on social media, despite the detrimental effects on one's mental
health. The word encapsulates a specific behavior tied to the modern digital
experience, combining "doom™ with "scrolling” to convey both the action and its
psychological impact (Merriam-Webster. https://www.merriam-webster.com/ word
play/doomsurfing-doomscrolling-words-were-watching). The emotional weight of
the term is significant, as it reflects the anxiety and despair associated with
consuming bad news incessantly.

Similarly, binge-watch is a neologism that has gained popularity in the age of
streaming services like Netflix. It describes the act of watching multiple episodes
or an entire season of a TV show in one sitting. The term reflects the changing
consumption habits in media and carries an implicit judgment about the excessive
nature of the activity, though often used in a lighthearted manner. This neologism
captures the intersection of technology, entertainment, and culture, illustrating how
new words can embody social behaviors and attitudes (Oxford English Dictionary.
https://www.oed.com/ dictionary/binge-watch_v).

FOMO (Fear of Missing Out) is another expressive-stylistic neologism that
has emerged in the context of social media and digital communication. It describes
the anxiety that arises from the perception that others are having more rewarding
experiences, often exacerbated by the curated lives presented on social media plat-
forms (Merriam-Webster. https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/FOMO).
FOMO encapsulates a modern psychological phenomenon, making it a powerful
linguistic tool for expressing a specific type of social anxiety.

Finally, the term ghosting refers to the sudden cessation of communication in
a personal relationship without explanation. Originating in the context of dating,
"ghosting" has since expanded to describe similar behaviors in professional and
social contexts. The term is evocative, with "ghost” implying both disappearance
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and haunting, reflecting the emotional impact on those who experience it (Oxford
English Dictionary. https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/ameri
can_english/ghosting#:~:text=the%20appearance%200f%20a%20faint,screen%2C
%20computer%20screen%2C%?20etc). The expressive-stylistic function of "ghost-
ing" lies in its ability to succinctly convey a complex social dynamic.

The expressive-stylistic role of neologisms is underpinned by the Sapir-Whorf
hypothesis, which suggests that language influences thought and perception
(Whorf, 1956). As new words emerge, they shape the way individuals perceive and
interpret their experiences, reinforcing specific cultural and social perspectives.

The Cognitive Role of Neologisms

The cognitive role of neologisms is closely related to the nominative and
expressive-stylistic functions, but with a focus on the expansion of our conceptual
frameworks. As society encounters new phenomena, there is a need to develop new
concepts that challenge and refine our understanding of the world. Neologisms in
this context are not merely labels; they represent cognitive tools that allow
individuals and communities to engage with new ideas and realities.

Deepfake is a prime example of a neologism that serves a cognitive function.
The term describes synthetic media, typically video or audio, where a person’s
likeness is convincingly manipulated to appear as if they are saying or doing
something they never did. Deepfakes have profound implications for trust, security,
and the nature of truth in the digital age (Merriam-Webster. https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/deepfake#:~:text=A%20deepfake%20is%20an%20image,
that%20makes% 20it%20look%20authentic). The cognitive role of "deepfake" lies
in its ability to encapsulate a complex technological phenomenon and its ethical
ramifications, prompting discussions about authenticity and deception.

The term ""metaverse' has gained traction as a way to describe a collective
virtual shared space, created by the convergence of virtually enhanced physical
reality and physically persistent virtual space. Coined by science fiction writer Neal
Stephenson in his 1992 novel "Snow Crash," the term has since been adopted to
describe emerging digital environments where users can interact in immersive ways
(Merriam-Webster. https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/metaverse). The
cognitive role of "metaverse" is significant because it challenges traditional notions
of space, presence, and identity, expanding our conceptual understanding of human
interaction in digital realms.

Cancel culture is another neologism that serves a cognitive function by
encapsulating a social phenomenon where individuals or groups are publicly
denounced and ostracized, often on social media, for perceived wrongdoings. The
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term reflects contemporary debates about accountability, justice, and free speech,
and it has sparked significant discourse about the power dynamics in public
shaming and collective action. "Cancel culture™" as a neologism helps frame these
debates, influencing how people think about and engage with issues of morality
and social responsibility (Merriam-Webster. https://www.merriam-webster.com/
dictionary/cancel%20culture).

The cognitive role of neologisms is supported by Vygotsky's theory of
cognitive development, which posits that language is fundamental to the
development of higher mental functions (Vygotsky, 1986). As new words enter the
lexicon, they facilitate the development of new concepts, enabling individuals and
societies to process and engage with novel ideas.

The Emergence and Impact of Neologisms in Modern Society

As was mentioned above, the vocabulary of the language is directly related to
the life of society, with the changes that occur in all spheres of human life. Within
the framework of public life, economic, social, political, and spiritual spheres are
traditionally distinguished. The social sphere — education, work, communication,
friendship, etc. Daily, new concepts and realities enter our daily lives, each of
which requires its own unique name. Neologisms frequently emerge to encapsulate
new ideas, technologies, and cultural shifts. From 2022 to 2024, several cultural
neologisms came up in English, reflecting various societal trends and phenomena:
Barbenheimer - A portmanteau of "Barbie™" and "Oppenheimer," this term arose in
2023, representing the simultaneous release of the films Barbie and Oppenheimer.
It highlights the juxtaposition of two culturally significant yet vastly different
movies premiering on the same day (https://www.dictionary.com/e/barbenheimer/);
Girl Dinner - This term describes a minimalistic and often snack-based meal that
women might put together when eating alone, typically involving items like
cheese, crackers, and fruit. It reflects a casual and unstructured approach to dining
that gained popularity through social media (https://www.dictionary.com/browse/
Girl%20Dinner %20); Greedflation - A blend of "greed" and "inflation," this
neologism refers to the phenomenon where companies inflate prices beyond what
is necessary, often citing external economic pressures as justification, thereby
increasing their profit margins at the expense of consumers (https://www.
dictionary.com/browse/Greedflation); Enshittification - This term, coined by tech
journalist Cory Doctorow, describes the process by which digital platforms become
progressively worse for users as they prioritize revenue generation over user
experience. It is particularly relevant in discussions about the evolution of social
media and e-commerce platforms (https://www.dictionary.com/browse/Enshittifi
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cation); Sushi Terrorism - This neologism refers to the act of engaging in
disruptive or unsanitary behavior at sushi conveyor belt restaurants, such as
contaminating food items or causing general havoc, which gained attention through
viral videos (https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-64898111); Ecofluencer - A
person with the ability to influence environmentally friendly behaviour by
promoting it on social media (https://www.healthyseas.org/2019/03/27/becoming-
the-first-ecofluencer/); Green-collar - used to describe a jobthat is related to the
protection of thenatural environment (https://dictionary. cambridge.org/ dictionary/
english/green-collar); Kitchen Pass — Getting permission from your wife/girlfriend
to go out (https://www.urbandictionary.com/define. php?term=kitchen%20pass);
Cheapflation - the situation when the price of a product stays the same or increases
but its main ingredient is present in a smaller amount or lower quality (hashttps://
www.brusselstimes.com/1021212/not-so-fishy-fish-sticks-what-is-cheapflation-and
-what-to-pay-attention-to) etc.

In recent years, there has been an active emergence of new words and
expressions in the mass media, which are quickly becoming commonplace due to
dissemination through social networks and popular culture:

1. Social media: DoggoLingo: A term associated with a special style of
communication about dogs, popularized through Facebook and Twitter groups.
This is an example of how a specific vocabulary can go beyond its original
audience and become popular with a wide range of users (Wikipedia. DoggoL.ingo.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DoggoLingo).

2. Technology and Science: Machine Learning: A term related to data
analysis and artificial intelligence, which is actively used in the media to describe
automation technologies and big data analysis (https://www.ibm.com/topics/
machine-learning). Augmented Reality (AR): Technology integrating digital
information with the real environment is actively discussed in the context of the
development of new media and entertainment (Wikipedia. Augmented Reality.
https://en.wikipedia. org/wiki/Augmented_reality).

3. Pop culture: Snowmageddon: Examples of neologisms that originally arose
in certain subcultures, but thanks to mass media became known to a wide audience
(Wikipedia. Snowmageddon. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Snowmageddon).

4. Thematic neologisms: Locavore: A word denoting a person who only eats
food that is grown or produced in their local area (https://dictionary. cambridge.
org/dictionary/english/locavo re?q= Locavore%3A).

In conclusion, it is essential to acknowledge that every aspect of life
encompasses both advantages and disadvantages. To ensure a comprehensive and
impartial analysis, it is critical to first identify these elements. A thorough
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examination of the positive aspects is particularly important to establish a balanced
evaluation.

Neologisms often arise from creativity and innovation, reflecting new ideas or
concepts that traditional language might not adequately capture. They can
succinctly express complex ideas or phenomena, filling gaps in existing vocabulary
and enhancing communication. Neologisms can reflect changes in society,
technology, and culture, helping language stay relevant and adaptive to current
trends. They can foster a sense of community among users who adopt and
understand these new terms, creating shared understanding and identity.
Neologisms can streamline communication by encapsulating nuanced meanings
into compact forms, saving time and effort in expression.

However, disadvantages should also be taken into account. Since neologisms
are new, their meanings may not be widely understood or may change rapidly,
leading to potential miscommunication. Some neologisms become trendy but
quickly lose relevance, cluttering language with transient terms that lack lasting
utility. Established language users may resist neologisms, seeing them as un-
necessary or improper, which can hinder their adoption and integration into
mainstream usage. The meanings of neologisms can evolve unpredictably, leading
to confusion or unintended connotations over time. They allow the language to
adapt to new realities, but their excessive use without proper explanation can lead
to misunderstanding, especially among the older generation. Neologisms can
inadvertently perpetuate stereotypes or offend certain groups if not carefully
considered and understood within broader cultural contexts.

The qualitative analysis focuses on the etymology and semantic evolution of
the neologisms discussed in the article. By understanding the origin and contextual
use of these terms, we can grasp the cultural and societal changes they reflect. For
example: cryptojacking highlights the rise of digital crime and cybersecurity
concerns, quiet quitting reflects changing attitudes toward work-life balance and
job satisfaction, digital detox illustrates the growing awareness of the negative
impacts of technology on well-being. Examining the cultural relevance and societal
impact of these neologisms provides insights into contemporary issues and trends:
cancel culture underscores the power of social media in shaping public opinion and
enforcing social norms, barbenheimer reflects the cultural juxtaposition of two
vastly different films released simultaneously, indicating how pop culture
phenomena can capture public imagination. Analyzing how these neologisms
function within language and their stylistic roles helps us understand their broader
linguistic impact. Expressive-stylistic function: neologisms like "doomscrolling”
and "binge-watch" add color and expressiveness to communication, reflecting
specific cultural behaviors and attitudes, nominative function: terms like
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"cryptocurrency” and "Zoom" serve to name new realities and technological
innovations, facilitating precise communication.

Quantifying the acceptance and integration of neologisms into mainstream
language involves Dictionary Inclusions (tracking the number of dictionaries that
include each neologism and noting the year of inclusion) and Social Media Metrics
(analyzing metrics such as the number of tweets, hashtags, and mentions related to
each neologism to gauge public engagement and acceptance).

The frequency of use of neologisms shows the level of public interest and
adoption across various platforms, as measured by average monthly searches.

Frequency of Use (Google Trends Data, 2023):

Neologism Average Monthly Searches
Cryptojacking 5,000

Quiet Quitting 12,000

Digital Detox 8,500

Cancel Culture 15,000

Barbenheimer 20,000

e Cryptojacking (5,000 searches): This term, referring to the unauthorized
use of someone’s computer or device to mine cryptocurrency, indicates moderate
interest. It is primarily used in tech and cybersecurity contexts, reflecting its
relevance during periods of digital security concerns.

e Quiet Quitting (12,000 searches): This neologism, referring to employees
doing the minimum required work rather than overachieving, resonates with
current workplace trends and widespread discussions on work-life balance,
contributing to its relatively higher search volume.

o Digital Detox (8,500 searches): As concerns about digital overuse and
mental health grow, this term has seen sustained popularity, especially given its
associations with wellness trends and self-care movements, contributing to its
search volume.

e Cancel Culture (15,000 searches): A widely debated term referring to the
practice of socially ostracizing individuals, often on social media, this neologism is
frequently searched due to ongoing cultural and political discussions, fueling its
high search frequency.

e Barbenheimer (20,000 searches): A playful combination of the films
Barbie and Oppenheimer, reflecting the pop-cultural phenomenon around the films'
simultaneous release. Its high search volume reflects both the viral buzz around the
movies and the intense media coverage of this cultural moment.

The contextual distribution indicates how frequently these neologisms are
used across different types of media (tech, social, economic, cultural).
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Contextual Distribution (Media Analysis, 2023):

Neologism Te_ch Soc?al Eco_nomic Cul_tu ral
Avrticles Avrticles Articles Articles
Cryptojacking 70% 10% 10% 10%
Quiet Quitting 10% 60% 20% 10%
Digital Detox 20% 50% 10% 20%
gz?tzer'e 10% 30% 20% 40%
Barbenheimer 5% 20% 15% 60%

o Cryptojacking: Dominates in tech articles (70%), indicating its roots in
cybersecurity. It is rarely mentioned in economic, social, or cultural articles.

e Quiet Quitting: Predominantly found in social articles (60%), indicating
its relevance in workplace discussions and social dynamics. Its economic presence
(20%) reflects growing concerns about labor market shifts.

¢ Digital Detox: Most common in social articles (50%) and tech articles
(20%), aligning with the growing digital wellness movement and concerns over
excessive screen time, while its cultural presence remains moderate.

e Cancel Culture: Strong presence in cultural articles (40%), reflecting its
deep ties to debates on social norms, free speech, and political discourse. It also
appears in social (30%) and economic (20%) articles, showing its impact on public
figures, brands, and business sectors.

e Barbenheimer: Predominantly in cultural articles (60%), emphasizing its
connection to popular culture and film discussions. Its limited representation in
tech, economic, and social contexts reflects its niche, though significant, impact.

The acceptance and integration of neologisms into mainstream language is
signaled by their inclusion in major dictionaries.

Acceptance and Integration (Dictionary Inclusions, 2023):

Neologism Number of Dictionaries Year of First Inclusion
Cryptojacking 3 2018
Quiet Quitting 5 2022
Digital Detox 4 2017
Cancel Culture 6 2019
Barbenheimer 2 2023
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¢ Cryptojacking (3 dictionaries, first included in 2018): While it is a
technical term, it has gained enough traction to be included in specialized
dictionaries, reflecting its relevance in the tech world since 2018.

e Quiet Quitting (5 dictionaries, first included in 2022): Gaining rapid
popularity in discussions about modern work culture, this term was included
relatively recently in dictionaries, showing its growing acceptance.

¢ Digital Detox (4 dictionaries, first included in 2017): This term is well-
established in wellness circles, first appearing in 2017 as part of the broader
movement focusing on mental health and self-care.

e Cancel Culture (6 dictionaries, first included in 2019): Given its extensive
media and cultural impact, this term was widely recognized by 2019,
showing its integration into the lexicon of social justice, politics, and public
discourse.

e Barbenheimer (2 dictionaries, first included in 2023): As a recent cultural
phenomenon, this term's inclusion in dictionaries in 2023 marks its rapid
integration, reflecting how pop culture neologisms can quickly enter
mainstream lexicon.

This combination of qualitative and quantitative techniques (sometimes called
“mixed method” research) provides a comprehensive understanding of the
neologisms' origins, meanings, cultural significance, and the extent of their
adoption and usage in contemporary language.

Although neologisms contribute to linguistic enrichment by integrating new
concepts and reflecting contemporary trends, they also present challenges that
warrant critical examination. These include potential issues with semantic clarity,
as newly coined terms may lack precise or universally understood definitions,
leading to ambiguity. Neologisms often emerge spontaneously or creatively, which
can result in terms that are context-dependent or ambiguous. For example, the term
yeet has been used both to describe throwing something forcefully and to express
excitement, leading to potential confusion depending on the context. This
highlights the lack of standardized definitions in the early stages of a neologism's
usage. Studies in lexicography show that semantic instability is a common issue
with new words until they are codified in dictionaries or widely understood within
speech communities.

Additionally, the process of widespread acceptance can be uneven, influenced
by sociolinguistic factors such as regional variations, generational differences, and
the influence of media. The process of a neologism gaining acceptance often
depends on social, technological, or cultural drivers. For example, terms like selfie
and vlog gained rapid acceptance due to their association with ubiquitous
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technological trends, whereas other terms, such as post-truth, face slower adoption
due to their abstract or politicized nature. Regional and generational disparities
further complicate acceptance. Research on language adoption suggests that
younger generations are more likely to adopt and propagate neologisms, creating
intergenerational gaps in language understanding.

Furthermore, the introduction of neologisms may raise concerns regarding
cultural sensitivity, particularly when they originate from or are applied to diverse
cultural contexts, potentially resulting in misinterpretation or unintended offense.
Neologisms that borrow from or reference specific cultural contexts can be
misused or misinterpreted. For instance, the appropriation of terms like namaste or
hygge in global contexts may strip them of their deeper cultural significance,
leading to accusations of cultural commaodification. Sociolinguists argue that the
adoption of culturally specific terms without proper understanding can perpetuate
stereotypes or misrepresent cultural practices, emphasizing the need for sensitivity
in the dissemination of such terms.

These complexities highlight the need for careful consideration of the
implications surrounding the creation and adoption of neologisms.

Conclusion

New words are more than mere additions to our vocabulary; they are reflec-
tions of the evolving landscape of our world, embodying the changes in
technology, culture, and society. As language evolves to keep pace with new
realities, neologisms provide a means to name, express, and understand the novel
concepts and phenomena that emerge. From the latest digital innovations to socio-
cultural shifts, these new words offer valuable insights into the priorities,
challenges, and transformations that define our era.

Neologisms go beyond simply being new words; they are linguistic responses
to the evolving needs of communication in a dynamic world. The nominative role
of neologisms allows for the efficient labeling of new realities, while the
expressive-stylistic function adds emotional and stylistic depth to language. The
cognitive role, meanwhile, enables the expansion of our conceptual frameworks,
allowing us to better understand and navigate the complexities of the modern
world. Together, these roles illustrate the adaptability of language and its capacity
to grow alongside human knowledge and culture. However, while neologisms
enrich our language and provide clarity, they can also create barriers, especially for
those not familiar with their meanings or origins. This highlights the importance of
context and education in ensuring these new terms are understood and integrated
smoothly into everyday language.
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In essence, neologisms are dynamic markers of our times, capturing the
essence of contemporary life. They illustrate the adaptability and creativity
inherent in language, showcasing its ability to evolve and reflect the ever-changing
world we live in. As we continue to navigate this fast-paced environment, the study
and understanding of neologisms will remain crucial in bridging the gap between
language and the realities it seeks to describe.
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H. ApyrionsH — K e6onpocy o opmupyowux coepemeHHbll Mup
Heonozuzmax. — B IOCTOSHHO MEHSIOLIENCs SI3BIKOBOM cpeie HEOJIOTU3MBI CITyKaT
SPKUMH TI0Ka3aTeSIMH COBPEMEHHBIX COLMAIbHBIX, TEXHOJIOTUYECKUX U KYJIb-
TYpHBIX TepeMeH. B naHHOM HccieoBaHMM M3y4yaloTCsl NIPOUCXOXKJIEHUE, 3HaUe-
HUE U KyJbTYpHBIH KOHTEKCT COBPEMEHHBIX aHIIIMMCKUX HEONoTu3MOB. IIpumenss
KaK KauyeCTBEHHBIH, TaK M KOJIMYECTBEHHBIM METOIbl MCCIECIOBAHUS aBTOP aHa-
JTU3UpyeT (PaKTOphI, CIOCOOCTBYIONIME TOSBICHUIO HEOJOTM3MOB, KIacCHU(pHIIN-
pyeT cmocoObl X 00pa3oBaHUs M paccMaTpUBaeT MX KyJIbTYPHYIO 3HAYHMOCTb.
MeTo10M CITIONIHON BHIOOPKH HEOJIIOTM3MOB U3 CJIOBAape W CPENCTB MAacCOBO
I/IH(l)OpMaIH/II/I, " MOCJICAYIOUICTO aHalin3a, aBTOP BBIABIIACT TCHACHIMU B UX pas3-
BUTUH U UCIOJB30BAaHUHU, OLICHUBACT UX YACTOTHOCTb M KOHTCKCT Ha pPa3JIMYHBIX
Meaua-miarpopmax. Pe3ynpTaThl McCCIenOBaHUS MOKAa3bIBAIOT, KaK HEOJOTM3MEI
o0oram@aroT Hall CJIOBapHBIA 3amac W YIy4dlIaloT KauyecTBO KOMMYHHKAIIWH,
ACMOHCTPUPYA riOKOCTb H KpPCaTUBHOCTL A3bIKa W OTpaKasd COLUOKYJIbTYPHBIC
W3MEHEHUs B 00LIeCTBe.

Knroueswvie cnosa: HeOoN0cU3Mbl, I60JI0YUA A3bIKA, KYI1bMYypHOE 6lUsHUE,
uugbpoeble UHHOBAYUU, COYUAJIbHbIE mem)enuuu, JUuHZeUCMUYECKUE mapkKepol,
COBpEMEHHRA TEKCUKA
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