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Majid Karimi

THE ETIMOLOGY AND ORIGINS OF THE NAME NAKHICHEVAN FROM THE HIS-
TORICAL SOURCES

Key words. Nakhichevan, Ararat, Armenian, Noah,
Ptolemy, Josephus.

In the south Caucasus there are many geographical names that are very old and have
survived until now. One of the very old and important geographical names is the name of an-
clent city in Nakhichevan. It is the regional name which is important from the point of the history.
Names are part of the identity and historical originality of the peoples of the lands. The aim of
this studly is to examine the origin of the historical name of Nakhichevan and the various forms
of this word. Among the historical sources there is information about Nakhichevan word. But
these sources are very limited and most importantly are associated with myths and legends.
The name of Nakhichevan with its long history has been accompanied by changes in the south
Caucasus and generally in Persian history. The goal of this study is to demonstrate the different
sources since ancilent time until now. It also assesses the information which is among, Arme-
nian, Greek, Jewish historians or recent researches.

Introduction

The origin of the name Nakhichevan' is important because its historical and geographical
identity can be understood. By the findings, the written and accurate history of this region can
be rewritten. Moreover, we can have a more accurate and complete history of Nakhichevan.

There are several ways to trace the origin of the word Nakhichevan. First, its different
forms can be found in historical texts and its changes to this name can be found over time.
Second, is to see what pronunciation the historians have used and recorded for this city name.
Third, is to examine the word itself apart from the historical and linguistic changes and try to
find out its meaning. Then, a scientific theory can be given to show on what basis the Nakhi-
chevan was named. Take a look at the natural and political geography of Nakhichevan can help
to have better information about this region.

Nakhichevan is the city and center of the Nakhichevan Autonomous Republic. This city is
in the south of the Republic of Armenia and north-west of the republic of Azerbaijan. Nakhiche-
van town stands on the right bank of the Nakhichevan river, a few miles above its confluence
with the Aras River.? This region (landlocked exclave) has not border with the republic of Azer-
baijan but internationally recognized as the territory of the republic of Azerbaijan.

On the other hand, Nakhijevan region, situated in the North Eastern part of the ancient
Armenia, in the foothills of the legendary Mt. Ararat between the river Arax and the mountain
ranges of Vayots Dzor® and Syunik, provides a glimpse into the origins and early development
of Armenian culture.*

The Nakhichevan is located in a basin in the middle reaches of the Araks River, the Zange-
zur and Daralagez® Ridges rimming it.° This small land has been under the rulers mostly by
Iranians through its history including Mannai, Achaemenid Persians, Macedonians, Armenians,

* {nnywép O6pYwywgyby £ 29.11.2021 p., gpwfunuyb) 21.12.2021 p., pGnnibybp tnwwgpnipgwb 30.12.2021 p.:

" The name of Nakhichevan has written in different forms but in this article this form of the written word has
been used.

2 Encyclopedia Britannica, William Benton, Publisher, Chicago, London, Toronto, Geneva, Sydney, Tokyo, first
published in 1768, A society of Gentlemen in Scotland, 1972, Nakhichevan.

3 Vayots Dzor is a province in Armenia, lies at the south eastern end of the country. The meaning of the word
is the “valley of sorrows”.

4 Aliprandi, E., The story of Nakhichevan, Rome, MIA, 2016, P.7.

5 The region Sharur-Daralagez was a region of the Yerevan governorate of the Caucasus of Russian Empire.
The territory was part of Persia’s Eravan and Nakhichevan Khanates until 1828, when according to the Treaty of
Turkman chay, the region annexed to the Russian Empire.

6 Zonn, |.S., Kosarev, A.N., Glantz, M.H., Kostianoy, A.G., The Caspian Sea Encyclopedia, Berlin, Heidelberg,
Springer-Verlag, 2010, P.50.
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Sassanid Persians, the Eastern Roman Empire, Arabs, Seljuk Turks, Safavid Persians, Rus-
sians and the Soviet Union.’

The oldest material culture artifacts found in the region date back to the Neolithic Age.
The region was part of the states of Mannae, Ararat and Media. It became part of the Satrapy
of Armenia under Achaemenid Persia in 521 BC. After Alexander the Great's death in 323 BC,
various Macedonian generals such as Neoptolemus? tried to take control of the region, but
ultimately failed and a native Armenian dynasty of Orontid? flourished until Armenia was con-
quered by Antiochus Ill the Great.*

In 189 BC, Nakhchivan was part of the new Kingdom of Armenia established by Artaxias
|. Within the kingdom, the region of present-day Nakhchivan was part of the Ayrarat®, Vaspu-
rakan® and Syunik provinces.”

Its strategic location combined with a myriad of natural resources, including minerals, cop-
per and salt, made Nakhchivan a highly important location of Azerbaijan during the pre-indus-
trial economies.® Nakhchivan was the main commerce and economic corridor of communica-
tion between India and European countries, through Tabriz, Erzurum and Constantinople. Na-
khichevan has played an important role in the development of the historical Silk Road in Persia.
It was in the middle of the Silk Road from the province of Azerbaijan in Persia and Armenia in
history. This region was part of China’s trade route to Iran, then south Caucasus through Ar-
menia and to Anatolia to Europe.

Nakhchivan is located in a great strategic location of Southern Caucasus; it became a
region of significant importance including a rich history in Transcaucasia, the Near East, Middle
East and the Mediterranean.

The region of Nakhijevan has shaped politically in 1921 as an autonomous government.
It is belonging to the republic of Azerbaijan since 1921.

The name variations of Nakhichevan

Nakhchivan as a modern political unit by the same name firstly was named Nakhchivan
at the beginning from March 16, 1921 in Soviet Socialist Republic. Then, after June 16, 1923 it
was named Nakhchivan province. Shortly afterwards, it was from February 9, 1924 as Na-
khchivan Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic and finally from November 17, 1990 as Na-
khchivan Autonomous Republic.® Therefore as a name of Political unit and in terms of the his-
torical name of this region, it has always been known by its name in general and has retained
its name.

On the other hand, from the point of view of lexical roots and lexical changes the name of
Nakhichevan has had various forms and variations in terms of history, linguistic and
lexicography. Today the name of Nakhichevan in Iranian literature is Nakhjavan (o)s»33), in
Armenian Nakhijevan (o's>) zY), in the Encyclopedia Iranica Nakjavan (u's»23) and in the
Encyclopedia Britanica also Nakhichevan (0's235) or Naxgevan have written. The town or
region in Islamic time was mentioned as Nasawa (1 ,:_3), and in Samani'® period has al-nasawi
(s o451 ) for the nesba but from Buyid ' and Seljuk times onwards, forms like Nakjavan

1 Ibid.

2 Neoptolemus was a Macedonian officer who served under the Alexander. He was died in 321 BC.

3 The Orontid dynasty or native name Eruandid Yerevanduni founded in 6 century BC and was a hereditary
Armenian dynasty and rulers of the successor state to the Iron Age Kingdom of Urartu (Ararat).

4 Antiochus Il the Great was Macedonian Hellenistic king and the 6'" ruler of Seleucid Empire.

5 According fo online encyclopedia Iranica, under name Ayrarat, it is in the region of central Armenia in the
broad plain of the upper Araxes, the name is undoubtedly connected with the Assyrian Urautri, later Urartu.

6 According to online encyclopedia of Britannica, Vaspurakan was in easternmost border of Byzantine Empire.
The terrifory was part of the classical kingdom of Armenia and in the medjieval in 908 from Lake Van to Lake Urmia.

7 Ayvazyan, Argam., The Historical Monuments of Nakhichevan, New York, Wayne State University Press,
1990, P.10-12.

8 Tase, P.M, The Nakhchivan — Van — Urmiye Painted Pottery of the Middle Bronze Age, DIOGEN pro culture
magazine & DIOGEN pro art magazine 2016, P.1-2.

9 The Constitution of Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, International Labor Organization ILO, 1998, P1.

0 Samani dynasty was an Iranian empire from 819 to 999 in Khorasan and Transoxiana.

" Al Buyid was an Iranian Shia of Daylamite origin which mainly ruled over Iraq and central and southern Iran
from 934 to 1062.
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(o) s22), Nakéevan (1 s>55) and Nagcevan (! 5i-i5) become usual.’ Some sources have
written the name Nakhichevan by the following forms; Nakhchivan (J's233) Nakhshevan
(0 #53L) Nashvi (ss.543).2

Therefore, concerning to the name of Nakhichevan there are many forms of writings in
the historical sources as above mentioned. All of these names have shown the originality of
the name and record that this name has its roots in more than two thousand years in the south
Caucasus and Aras region.

Many names have been said or written in history with different pronunciation or writing
style like Naxgivan in Azerbaijani, Nachitschewan, Nakhchyvan, Nakhicevan, Nakhichevan and
Nakhichevan in Arabic.® The Norwegian Helsinki Committee (NHC) uses only Nakhchivan,
which most correctly reflects the name in Azerbaijani. The international media use various spell-
ings, including Nakhichevan, Naxcivan, Naxgivan, Nakhitchevan, Naxchivan and Nakhdjevan.*

On the other hand, there are variations of the name Nakhchivan which include: Nakhi-
chevan, Naxcivan, Naxg¢ivan, Nachidsheuan, Nakhijevan, Nakhchawan, Nakhitchevan, Na-
khjavan and Nakhdjevan.®

The name of Nakhichevan from Ancient sources

In the historical sources the name Nakhichevan goes back to the narration of Flavius Josephus.
The first information about Nakhichevan city is provided by the Jewish historian Flavius Jose-
phus® (first century B.C). Jewish historian Flavius Josephus wrote about Nakhichevan, saying
that its original name or “place of Descent” is the proper rendering of the Armenian name of
this city.” Flavius Josephus? in the time of Roman emperor Flavius Domitian in the first century
refers to this place and explains that Armenians call this place, the place of descent; for the ark
being saved in that place, its remains are shown there by the inhabitants to this day.® Na-
khchivan was called "Apobatherion"'? in the first centuries AD, which means "resort and cara-
vanserai". Flavius Josephus calls the place “Apobatherion” literal translation of the Armenian
toponymal.'!

Historical sources show that the city was connected with the Noah's flood. But linguists
do not agree whether the name comes from the “Landing Place” or not.'? Henri Nissen'3 be-
lieves that the original Nachidsheuan or Naxuan has possibly been found much closer.' The
first idea about the storm belonged to Flavius Josephus. The initial information about the storm

' NAKJAVAN, Iranica, Online Encyclopedia:

https://iranicaonline.org/articles/nakjavan. [Last retrieved November 10, 2020]

2 - Anusheh, H, encyclopedia of Persian literature, Persian literature in Caucasus (Azerbaijan, Armenia, Geor-
gia, Dagestan), Vol. 5, Tehran, 2003, P. 137600.

3 Nakhichevan, Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic, see:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic. [Last retrieved November 10, 2020]

4 - In the report, the Norwegian Helsinki Committee (NHC) uses only Nakhchivan, which most correctly reflects
the name in Azerbaijani. See: Azerbaijan’s Dark Island: Human rights violations in Nakhchivan, Norwegian Hel-
sinki Committee, Report, 2009, P.5.

5 - Armenia- Azerbaijan Border: Nakhchivan Porak. Book LLC, General Books (23 May 2010), P25.

6 Titus Flavius Josephus or Yosef ben Matityahu also Yosef Flavi (in Turkish) was born in Jerusalem born in
37 CE and died in 100 CE. He was Jewish historian and one of his works was called Antiquities of the Jews which
includes 21 volumes and written around 93-94 CE.

7 Josephus, F , ibid, Chapter 3, retrieved June 12, 2016.

8 Flavius Josephus was the first —century Romano- Jews historian who was born in Jerusalem- then part of
Roman Judea.

9 Josephus, F, “Antiquities of the Jews”, Book IV, P.68.

0 Flavius Josephus (38 AD, Jerusalem — after 100 AD, Rome) in his works uses a literal translation from
Armenian and calls this place Apobaterion (Greek amoBatrpiov — lit. ‘Place of landing’). Claudius Ptolemy (appr.
90 — appr. 168) in his works also mentions the place calling it Naxuana according to Greek tradition (Greek
Na&ouava). See: Aliprandi, E, The story of Nakhijevan, Rome, 2016, P.14. Also look at: Archeology and Biblical
Research, summer, Vol. 5, # 3, 1992.

" Josephus F., Antiquities of the Jew, Book I, ch.lIl.

2 The “Landing Place” is referred to the land of Nakhichevan.

3 Henri Nissen is a journalist, independent media consultant and author of 11 books.

4 Nissen, H, Noah's Ark: Ancient Accounts and New Discoveries (unabridged), Copenhagen, Scandinavia
Publishing House, Jan 26, 2015, Chapter seven.
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entered the mythology of the other peoples from the Sumerians." Josephus discovered the land
of Nakhchivan where Noah's ark stopped there and considered the first territory.? He wrote:
“‘And then, when the ark stopped a top a mountain in Armenia, and Noah observed this, the
latter opened it and seeing a patch of land near the ark hoped for the best and was reassured
... This place is referred by Armenians as “the site of the landing” and to this day they show
there the remains preserved from the ark.3

In the Greek time, Nakhichevan was mentioned in Claudius Ptolemy's book and by other classical
writers as Naxuana®. Armenians call this place the place of descent: for the ark being saved in
that place?®.

Claudius Ptolemy in his book called “Geography” mentioned the city of Nakhichevan in
the second century AD.® For the first time the name of Nakhchivan city in K. Ptolemy's "Geog-
raphy" it takes the form of "Naksuana".”

The name of the city of Naxouana is mentioned in Ptolemy Volumes 5, 12.8 Greek geog-
rapher Claudius Ptolemy wrote that “Naksuana™ is the center of the vast country.’® Ptolemy
mentions the name of the city of Nakhchivan with 7 major cities of the world drew in a row."
He gives a list of cities and Armenian towns. Some of which are not recorded in other sources,
and their site remains unknown.’?> Among them he wrote the cities like Armavir'3, Artasat', and
Nakj avan (Nakhichevan). It seems that at that time the city was big and important.

Ptolemy did not explain about the meaning of the city but he noted that it is located in the
north of the Aras River. The writing and spelling form of the city as Claudius Ptolemy names is
Naksuana (Naxuana)'® which is according to Greek tradition (Greek Nagouava) and so on.'®
The name written in his book is the Greek pronunciation of the word. So, it is not the pronunci-
ation of the word from the locals in that time. It should be noted that “Naksuana” is not the
phonetic variant of Nakhichevan. As the Greek and Roman languages did not have to hushing
sounds ch, dj, zh, Nakhichevan was called Naksuana.

Modern historian Suren Yeremyan disputes this assertion, arguing that ancient Armenian
tradition placed Nakhichevan's founding to the year 3669 BC and, in ascribing its establishment
to Noah, that it took its present name after the Armenian phrase "Nakhnakan Ichevan"
(Lwhubwywb boluwb), or "first landing."'”

The name of Nakhichevan from Armenian sources

" Haciyev, I.M., Habibbayli, I.9., Seferli, F.Y., Qadirzads, Q.I., Baxssliyev, V.B., Naxgivan tarixi. Ug cildds, | cild
- Naxcivan: “@cemi” HawpwuinaT-MNonurpaduina bupnuiin, 2013, 452 seh.134-135.

2 Haciyev, ismayil., Naxgivan Muxtar Respublikasinin ICTIM Ai-SiY ASt Heyati, Sosial-igtisadi Ve Madani
inkisafi (1991-2011-d iller), Naxgivan — 2011. P.250.

3 Flavius, J, Antiquities of the Jew, Book I, ch.lll.

4 "Nakhichevan" in the Brockhaus and Efron Encyclopedic Dictionary, St. Petersburg, Russia: 1890-1907. Also
see "Nakhichevan" in the 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica, vol.19, P.156.

5 Josephus, F, The works of Flavius Josephus, The Antiquities of The Jew, Book I, edited by William Whiston,
University of Cambridge, Published by William Borradaile 1823, P.28.

6 Aliprandi, E, Ibid, P.5.

7 Karamanl, H.M, “Nafacivan”, TDVIA, XXXII, Istanbul, 20086, s.294.

8 Dehkhoda, A.A, Dehkhoda Encyclophedia, editor Mohammad Moen, Vol. 13, Tehran, Tehran University Pub-
lication, P.19781.

9 It is also written “Naxuana”.

0 Basrad, P, The Great Silk Road and the Importance of Nakhchivan, DIOGEN, pro culture magazine & DI-
OGEN pro art magazine, Peter M. Tase and Sabahudin Hadziali¢. P.5.

" Haciyev, I, Naxgivan Muxtar Respublikasinin ICTIM AI-SIY ASt Hoyati, Sosial-iqtisadi Ve Madeni inkisafi
(1991-2011-d iller), Naxgivan — 2011, P247- P248.

2 The towns which are best known in connection with the writers of Greece are: Artaxata or Artaxiasata;
Tigranocerta; Theodosiopolis; Carcathiocerta; Armosata; Artageira Naxuana; Morunida; Buana; Bizabda and
Amida and named a city called “Naksuana”.

13 Historically, the territory of modern-day Armavir is located in the Aragatsotn canton at the centre of Ayrarat;
the 15th province of ancient Greater Armenia.

4 1t was early Armenian capital on the north bank of the mid-Araxes River, founded by Artasés (Artaxias) in
the 2nd C. b.c. It was also the capital of the later Armenian.

5 Nakhichevan in the 1911, Encyclopedia Britannica, vol.19, P.156.

'8 Ibid.

7 Yeremyan, Suren T. «Lwfuswywb» (Nakhtchavan). Look at: Soviet Armenian Encyclopedia. Vol.8, Yere-
van, Armenian SSR: Armenian academy of sciences, 1982, pp. 166-167.
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Pavstos Buzand' Armenian historian in 5" century also narrates the events of the South
Caucasus from Nakhchivan.? He writes that it is one of the important cities.® As Pavstos testi-
fies, there were 18000 houses in its center at those times.* Pavstos Buzand writes about the
Tigran the great brought the Jewish prisoners to the safe cities of Armenia. But in this time
these cities were ruined and their citizens were captured and they were brought to the city
Nakhichevan where it was its military base of his soldliers.’®

Moses Khorenatsi one of the medieval historians in sixth century history, has talked about
the Nakhchivan.® Moses Khorenatsi has mentioned in his book called History of Armenia about
the region called Jugha’ near to Nakhichevan on the left bank of Arax River.2

Movses Khorenatsi® Armenian historian of the fifth century AD in the book called history
of Armenia writes that Artavazd'%captured Nakhtchavan and all area and castles and villages
between Aras River and the north.'" Based on the Saint Movses Khorenatsi, king Tigranes | of
Armenia settled Median prisoners of the war at Nakhichevan in the second century BC.'?
Muses Khorenatsi wrote that the first residence of Noah, after descending Mount Ararat, was
in the present location of Nakhchivan. For this reason, the Armenians called it “Nakh-ljvan”
meaning the first home.'®He called the name of this city, Idsheuan; but at the place itself
Nichidsheuan, which signifies the first place of descent; and is a lasting monument of the
presentation of Noah city or town after the flood."®

According to Ashkharatsuits'®, a treatise on geography and cartography written around
the end of the 6th and beginning of the 7th century, presumably by Anania Shirakatsi, the Na-
khijevan region was comprised of five smaller units (called gavar) which in their turn, were
belonged to the three provinces: Airarat, Syunik and Vaspukaran.'’ In the history of Ghevond'®,
Armenian Preist and historian, he wrote the Nahcavan, and Kirakos Gandzaketsi'® in his book
wrote Nahicevan.

' Faustus Byzantium was an Armenian historian of the 5" century. He has 6 volumes of books about history
which two of them are missed.

2 Memmedov, ibid, P.22-23.

3 Ibid.

4 bid.

5 Pavstos, Buzand., The history of Armenian, franslated by Garon Sargisyan, Tehran, Nairi publication, 2004,
P211.

6 Memmedov, R, ibid, P.242-243.

" Today’s name is Julfa.

8 Makhmourian, G.G., Collection of Papers Relating to the Armenian District of Nakhijevan (1918-1920) From
the U.S. Department of State and the National Archives of Armenia, Fundamental Archeology, No 2 (4), 2016,
P.1.

9 He was prominent Historian from the period of “Late Antiquity” and the author of the History of Armenia (410
CA- 490 AD).

0. Artavazd was the Artaxiad king of Armenia from 159 BC to 115 BC. He was the son and successor of
Artaxias .

" Khorenatsi, M, History of Armenia, edited by Edic Baghdasarian, Tehran, Ahsan, 2001, P.175.

2 In his description of the deeds of the Armenian king Tigran, Yervandyan the historian notes that the king
“settled his wife and many maidens of his family together with the youths and numerous captured people in the
eastern side of the great mountain which reached the borders of Goghtn, i.e., in Tambat, Oskiokh, Dajguin and
other settlements. https://caucasus.fandom.com/wiki/Nakhichevan. [Last retrieved November 10, 2020]

3 Hovsepian , S, A brief look at the history of Nakhichevan region, Peyman, Armenian Cultural journal, No 45,
Year 12", Autumn 2008, P.160.

4 Movses Khorenatsi calls this place by this form of writing, Nachidsheuan, which means the first place of
descent. See: Ledo, Michael., The secret Astrology of the Bible, Lulu.com, May 2, 2010, P.70.

5 Josephus, F. The works of Flavius Josephus, The Antiquities of The Jew, Book I, edited by William Whiston,
University of Cambridge, Published by William Borradaile, 1823, P.28. Also look at: Sons of Ham: Part 1, No. 45A,
Australia, Christian Churches of God, 2007, P.3.

16 Armenian medieval atlas Ashkharatsuits compiled in the 7th century by Anania Shirakatsi but sometimes
attributed to Movses Khorenatsi as well.

17 Aliprandi, E, Ibid, P. 14.

'8 Gevond or Ghevond was a late 8" —century Armenian historian.

19 Kirakos Gandzaketsi (1200/1202—-1271) was an Armenian historian of the 13" century and author of the His-
tory of Armenia, a summary of events from the 4th to the 12th century and a detailed description of the events of
his own days.
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Nineteenth-century linguist Johann Hubschmann' suggested that the literal meaning of
the word Nakhchivan in Armenian is "landing place" and refers to the landing of Noah's ark on
Mount Ararat and the settlement of the people inside the ark on the northern bank of the Aras
River. Hubshmann writes that Nakhichevan in ancient times was not known by this name today.
He wrote that the name Nakhichevan in Armenian literally means the place of descent, a Biblical
reference to the descent of Noah’s Ark on the adjacent Mount Ararat.? He added that the topo-
nym “Nakhijevan” originate from the Armenian prefix “nakh” and the root “avan” meaning the
place of first landing.® Hubschmann states the present-day name evolved to "Nakhchivan" from
"Nax&avan". The prefix "Nax&" was a name and "avan" is Armenian for "town".* However, this theory
has also been opposed. Bill Crouse believes that Noah’s ark was landing on Mount Judi.®

The geographer al-Sharifi al Idrisi (=% <& »3)® in the 12 centuriy considered the land of
Al-Joudi (s2521') Mount or the “Mount of eighty” to be the first place where Noah's ark stopped.’

The name Nakhichevan in the story of Noah’s Ark: Armenian narratio

In tracing the origins of the name Nakhichevan, researchers have come across to sources
that generally refer to the story of Noah'’s ark.® Armenian tradition and Armenian sources
generally have mentioned that the Nakichevan name is related to the Legend that the founder
of the city of Nakhchivan was Noah, who left it to his son "Hayk, the great ancestor of the
Armenians”, and the land of Noah is in Nakhchivan.

Based on archeological excavations in the ancient hills of Tuyereh Tappeh®, Shumer
Tappeh'?, and Kol " Tappeh'?, samples have been obtained that show that the city of
Nakhchivan in the first and second millennium BC was a nomadic settlement and it seems that
they were the founders of this city.'® This narative is based on a Legend.

Ali Akber Dehkhoda Iranain scholar in his encyclophedia writes: Nakhchivan in the
Armenian word means "first center". The name of this city Nakhchivan is one of the most
prevalent among the people means the first. Noah gradually settled down. They say the death
of Prophet Noah was in there.'®

Travelers, historians and scholars also provided the necessary information about the or-
dinary rule of the city. John Chardin wrote about the city that its foponymal is related to the
name of Noah, the great ancestor of mankind.'® Chardin did not elaborate on the name of Na-
khichevan, but says that authors attribute the origin of the name of Nakhichevan to the name
of Noah."”

' Johann Heinrich Hubschmann (1848-1908) was a German linguist and professor of Iranian language at Leip-
zig and philology at Strasbourg. He showed in 1875 that the Armenian language was not a branch of the Iranian
languages but an entirely separate Indo-European branch.

2 Coene, F., The Caucasus: an introduction, Routledge, 2009, P.35.

3 Crouse, B. Franz, G., Mount Cudi - True Mountain of Noah's Ark, Archaeology and Biblical Research vol. 5,
#3, summer 1992; TJ vol. 15(3).

4 Crouse, B., Noah's Ark: It's Final Berth, Journal: Bible and Spade (Second Run), Volume: BSPADE 05:3,
summer 1992.

5 - Ibid.

8 Muhammad al Idrisi (1100-1165) was Arab Muslim geographer and cartographer originally Spanish who lived
in Palermo, Sicily at the court of King Rogerll.

7 Ibid.

8 Since the Armenians were Christianized through missionaries from Edessa in Syria, they were trained in the
traditions of their benefactors. This included the Gordyene (Kingdom of Gordyene was between Armenia and
Persia in south Lake of Van) location of the Ark. Friedrich Murad in his work called Ararat und Masis has explained
it. Please see: Lanser, Richard. D., An Armenian Perspective on the Search for Noah’s Ark, Annual Meeting of the
Near East Archaeological Society November 14-16, 2007 San Diego, California.

9 In Persian (4 o i ).

10 In Persian (45 %)

" In Persian (45 JS)

2 Tappeh is Persian name means hill.

3 Anusheh, H, ibid, P. 137600.

4 Mahmudov, Y., & Shakurov, K, ibid, P.9.

'S Dehkhoda, A.A., ibid, P.19781.

6 Karamanli, H.M., “Nafacivan”, TDVIA, XXXII, Istanbul, 2006, s.294; M. Fahrettin Kuzioglu, Yukan-Kiir ve
Comkboylan’nda Kipcaklar, Ankara, 1992, s.40.

7 |bid, P.389.
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Dubois de Montpéreux' in 18" century also refers to Nakhchivan that is the first destina-
tion.? It takes its name from the fact that Noah's ark sank in the lands of Gemikaya® in Ordubad
province during the World Storm and that the Noah came to the land (Nuhcikan- Nakhchivan)
the name of the city of Nakhchivan later had a broader meaning, referring to the name of a
great region.*

A letter published in the Journal of the American Oriental Society is based on American
missionary H.G.O. Dwight who observed about Nakhichevan in 19" century. He wrote the name
of Nakhichevan in the Armenian is composed of two words; Nakh, first, and ichevan, descent,
or resting-place. It means “the first descent” or “the first resting place,” which they say is the
first place of abode built by Noah and his sons after the flood. Dwight goes to further pains to
point out that other ancient authorities other than the Armenians attested to the significance of
the name “Nakhichevan.”

Armenian tradition holds that Nakhichevan was founded by Noah, of the Abrahamic rell-
gions. The oldest culture artifacts found in the region date back fo the Neolithic
Age (6000 B.C.E. to 4000 B.C.E.).5

According to another popular legend, the toponym of "Nakhchivan" is associated with the
prophet Noah, or rather, "the world's flood", and "Nuhchuvan" means "the abode of Noah's
followers", "the land of Noah".” Indeed, an ancient settlement called Gamigaya?, located at an
altitude of 3,725 meters above sea level near Nakhchivan, and a very ancient cemetery called
the Land of the Prophet were discovered in that settlement. The tomb of Noah is in the city of
Nakhchivan. In general, among the people, including the population of Nakhchivan in ancient
monuments and antique with goods related to “Noah” there is a phrase “stay away from the
prophet” (“stay away from Noah”) is often used. Also has mentioned that the word "Nakhchivan"
(Nakchuan / Nakhchivan) -means "land of miraculous or good waters", or it is also interpreted
as "the country of healing mineral waters.®

According to legend, Noah founded the city of Nakhijevan. He erected stone walls that
encircled the city and lived there with his children and his wife Noemzar.° After the adoption of
Christianity, a chapel was built over Noah’s final resting place and an Armenian cemetery
stretched around it."

The name Nakhichevan in the story of Noah’s Ark: Josephus narration

There are some narrations in the historical sources, texts and myth that show the link
between the story of Noah ark and the name of Nakhichevan. Based on the story and also the
narration of people and Armenians in the region, the Noah ark is located near the Ararat Moun-
tain. The Noah myth was in the minds of the people in the millennia BC and continued to be
alive in local beliefs until today. Therefore, the geography and name of Nakhichevan is inter-
twined with the Noah’s Ark narration. Even more importantly, it probably influenced the naming

' Marie-Frédéric Dubois de Montpéreux (1798-1850) was French scientist and geologist. He was born near
Neuchatel in Switzerland and was Head of the Chair of Ethnology at the University in Strasbourg.

2 Kirkgtioglu, E., Nahgivan Tarihi (V-XV. Yuzyillar), Erzurum, Gunes Vakfi Yayinlari, 2007, P. 4.

3 Gemikaya or Gamigaya rock carvings are dated to the 4 — 1 st millennia BC including the Bronze and early
lron Age in the territory of Ordubad in Nakhichevan near to Armenian Border. The images that one sees are small
human and animal figures along with representations of celestial bodies, scraped through the hard, element-black-
ened surface of scattered iron-rich rocks. It is from Nasirvaz, then a 20-minute walk.

4 Seferli, F, Nahgivan bdlgeinin tarihi cografyas: hakkinda notlar, Adim Adim Azerbaycan, IRS, 4(8), KIS 13,
P.46.

5 Smith E., Researches of the rev. E. Smith and rev H.G.O. Dwight in Armenia, Crocker and Brewster, Wash-
ington, 1855, P. 190.

6 Nakhichevan, New world Encyclophedia: https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Nakhichevan. [last
retrieved November 30, 2020]

7 Mahmudov, Y., Shakurov, K., Nakhchivan: History and Monuments, Tahsil Nasriyyati, Baki, 2007, P.9.

8 Gamigaya rock (stone ship) carvings are in the region of Ordubad and is the name of Gapyjiq summit.

® Mahmudov, Y., Shakurov, K, lbid, P.9. Also see. Naxcivanin etimologiyas: hagqinda digar miilahizelor
haqqinda bax: Axundov A. Naxgivan soziindn menssyi / Naxgivan tarixinin sshifelori («Uluslararasi qaynaqlarda
Naxcgivan» beynelxalq simpoziumunun materiallari). Redaksiya heyati: Vasif Talibov ve b. Baki, 1996, s.50;
Azarbaycan toponimiari, Ensiklopedik Iligat, Baki, 1999, s.380.

101t is possibly Naamah. Look at: Aliprandi, E., P.6.

" Aliprandi , E, ibid, P.6.
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and has forming the name of this city. The religious aspects of this myth also have helped to
make the idea more rooted and believable.

First of all in explaining the etymology of the word Nakhichevan, attention is drawn to the
first part of the name i.e. “nax" (Nakh). This composition is mainly studied in the forms of "nax",
"naxch", and “naxik". A group of researchers associated the name with the name of Noah."

According to Flavius Josephus, the first residence of Noah, after descending Mount Ara-
rat, were in the present location of Nakhchivan. For this reason, the Armenians called it Nakh-
lievan meaning the first home. 2

William Whiston? translator of Josephus’s works identified “the place of descent, “with the
modern day city of Nakhichevan situated southeast of Ararat. But Bill Crouse did not believe
and disputed this theory.# He argued to identify the current Mt. Ararat as the landing place of
the Ark as per the footnote of Whiston. He wrote it is contrary to Josephus which clearly identi-
fying it as a mountain in Gordyene®. Second, the early Armenian historians identified the
Gordyene (“Gortuk”) mountains as the landing place of Noah's Ark at least up to the 11t and
12t Centuries. Thirdly, according to Heinrich Hubschmann German’s scholar and expert on the
Armenian language, the city of Nakhichavan, which does mean “Place of First Descent" in Ar-
menian, was not known by that name in antiquity. Rather, Hubschmann says the present-day
name evolved to “Nakhichavan” from “Naxcavan.” The prefix “Naxc” was a name and "avan" is
Armenian for “town.”®

Argam Ayvazian Armenian historian” writes: Flavius Josephus, a well-known Jewish his-
torian, also made such an interpretation in the first century AD. According to the Bible, the name
Nakhichevan means the first landing place of Noah.8 In Armenian, Nakh means “the first” and
“lievan” means the landing.®

Josephus in his famous book called “Antiquities” refers to this place and explained: “Then
the ark settled on a mountain-top in Armenia...Noah, thus learning that the earth was delivered
from the flood, waited yet seven days, and then let the animals out of the ark, went forth himself
with his family, sacrificed to God and feasted with his household. The Armenians call that spot
the Landing-place [literally, Apobaterion], for it was there that the ark came safe to land, and
they show the relics of it to this day.”'?

In a letter published in the Journal of the American Oriental Society, based on American
missionary H.G.O. Dwight'" observed about Nakhichevan. In the Armenian language this name
is composed of two words, nakh, first, and ichevan, descent, or resting-place, i.e. “the first de-
scent” or “the first resting place,” which they say is the first place of abode built by Noah and
his sons after the flood.?

Dwight went to further and makes it clear that it cannot be accounted for on the ground
that the Armenians devised this name in order to give strength to their tradition about Mount

" Haciyev, I.M., Habibbayli, I.9., Seferli, F.Y., Qadirzads, Q.I., Baxssliyev, V.B., Naxgivan tarixi. Ug cildds, | cild
- Naxcivan: “@cemi” HawpwuinaT-MNonurpaduina bupnuinm, 2013, 452 sah. 131.

2 Hovsepian , S, A brief look at the history of Nakhichevan region, Peyman, Armenian Cultural journal, No 45,
Year 12t | Autumn 2008, P.160.

3 He was an English theologian, historian. Whiston translated the works of Josephus (1737), with notes and
dissertations which was often reprinted. It is mentioned that the Whiston's translation of Josephus' works had many
errors.

4 Crouse, Bill., Geological and Historical Reasons Why Noah's Ark Did not Land on MT. Ararat, P370-371.

5 Gordyene was a kingdom in ancient time located in the south of Lake Van (present day in eastern Turkey)
between Persia and Armenia.

6 Heinrich Hubschmann in “Armeniaca,”in Strassburger Festschrift zur XLVI Versammlung Deutscher Philolo-
gen und Schulmanner (Strassburg: Verlag von Karl Taubner, 1901), Section V. cited in Lloyd R. Bailey, Noah,
Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press, 1989, p. 190.

7 Argam Ayvazian (1947) is an Armenian historian, born in the village of Arinj, in the Nakhichevan ASSR. He
was researcher at the Institute of Archeology and Ethnography, Armenian Academy of Science.

8 Baghdasarian, Edic., Armenian history and Culture, selected Articles, Articles in Persian, Nameh Farhang
Armen, Vol. 1, Toronto, 1993, P 198.

® lbid.

0 Whiston, William., Jewish Antiquities 1, 3, 5-6, in the New Complete Works of Josephus, Grand Rapids:
Kregel.

" Harrison Gray Otis Dwight (1803-1862) studied theology and was an American Congregational missionary
in Constantinople in 1820s. He assisted Armenian missions in the city for over 30 years.

2 Armenian Traditions about Mount Ararat, Journal of the American Oriental Society 5 (1855-1856): P. 190.
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Ararat and the ark; for it is proved by ancient historians of other nations that both the name and
the tradition existed hundreds of years before the Armenians embraced Christianity.’

He mentioned Josephus’ declaration about the Apobaterion in Armenia clearly indicates
that the spot—which in the Armenians’ own language means “Landing place’—is to be found
in Armenia, and he asserts that it has nothing to do with the Kardu Mountains.? The local tradi-
tion confirms this memory of the Apobaterion in the city of Nakhichevan.?

In the nineteenth-century linguistic scholar, Heinrich Hubschmann, claim that “Nakhiche-
van” thus reflects a renaming, similar to New Amsterdam becoming New York. But the fact
remains: Josephus, as early as the first century, noted that the Armenians tied the Noah tradi-
tion to the site prior to any significant Jewish or Christian influences from outside. And noting
the similarity of “Naxc” to” nakh,” if Dwight’s derivation of the etymology of “nakh” is correct, the
original name may well have signified “First Town”.*

The Armenians had their own native legend of a flood and of an ark which rested on
Masis®—this at least as early as the first century of our era, long centuries before they adopted
Christianity.®

Flavius Josephus in the Antiquities of the Jews wrote: “When God gave the signal, and it
began to rain, the water poured down forty entire days, till it became fifteen cubits higher than
the earth which was the reason why there was no greater number preserved, since they had
no place to fly. When the rain ceased...after one hundred and fifty days...””

Josephus continues: “After this the ark rested on the top of a certain mountain in Armenia
which, when Noah understood, he opened it and seeing a small piece of land about it.® For
when Josephus is describing the circumstances of the flood, he goes on thus: "It is said there
is still some part of this ship in Armenia, at the mountain of the Gordyaean.®

Josephus stated that the name of the first city built by Noah after the Great Flood was
either’?, and this city has been identified as an alternate name for Nakhchivan. The name "The-
manin"(c2ld) means either "eight" or "eighty," referring to either, the eight people who survived
the flood on the ark in Jewish tradition or the eighty who survived in Islamic tradition (The-
manin)." In the Islamic sources “Themanin”'? is a city near Ibn Umar island above Mosul the
foothills of Mount Judi. It is said that after Noah'’s ark landed on Judy, eighty men who came
down from the ark with him settled here and built a village. Therefore, this place was called
Themanin (eighty). It is a blessed and comprehensive city. From the city is Umar Ibn Thabet e-
Themani Nahvi (s s~ S <l o ). 13 But Flavious Josephus has said that the Noah Ark has
landed in Nakhichevan. Also K.N.Smirnov'# Russian scholar has supported the idea of Jose-
phus that the Noah ark has come down of this region.'®

' Armenian Traditions about Mount Ararat. Journal of the American Oriental Society 5 (1855—-1856): P. 190.

2 It is Kurdistan today an area that spans Northeast Syria, Southeast Turkey, Northwest Iran and Iraq. Mount
Ararat is the highest mountain in this area. According to Lee Spencer and Jean Luc Lienard based on H. Ains-
worth’s view Mountains of Kardu can be translated to Kurdish Mountains or Mountains of Kurds. And are equivalent
to the Gordyaean Mountains of the Greeks. See: Spencer, Lee. Lienard, Jean Luc., The search for Noah’s Ark,
Keene, Texas, Southwest Adventist University, 2009.

3 Dwight H. G. O., Armenian Traditions about Mount, Ararat. Journal of the American Oriental Society 5 (1855—
1856): P. 190.

4 Aivazian, Argam., Nakhijevan Book of Monuments. Yerevan, Anahit, Conybeare, Frederick C. 1990.

5 Masis is the Armenian name for the peak of Mount Ararat.

6 Conybeare, Frederick C., Review of Ararat und Masis: Studien zur armenischen Altertumskunde und Litter-
atur, by Friedrich Murad. The American Journal of Theology 5(2): 1901, P. 336.

7 Flavius Josephus, the Antiquities of the Jews, Book | (Containing the Interval of Three Thousand Eight Hun-
dred and Thirty-Three Years from the Creation to the Death of Isaac), Chapter 3, Part 5-6.

8_Flavius Josephus, ibid, Part 5-6.

9 lbid.

10 Themanin ((8<) is Arabic word means efghty.

" Book, LLC., Armenia- Azerbaijan Border: Nakhchivan, USA, Porak, General Books (23 May 2010), P25.

12 Sharif Idrisi, Muhammad, Nozhat al-mushtaq fi Ekhtraq al Afaq, Vol. 1, Cairo, Maktab al Thakhafat al diniyeh,
2002, P. 664.

3 Dehkhoda Encyclophedia, under the name Themanin; See: the book Rawzat al- Jannet (sl 4 ), P 322.

4 Konstantin Nikolaevich Smirnov was Russian orientalist.

15 Talibov, Vasif., Naxgivan Tarixi Atlasi, Baki, 2010, Naxgivan Muxtar Respublikasi, P.10.
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The name Nakhichevan in the story of Noah’s Ark: Turkish narration

A. Akhundov' linguist and Turkologist of Azerbaijan in international symposium "Na-
khchivan in Historical Sources" held in 1996, connected Nakhchivan name with Noah's flood,
and the composition of "Nakh" accepted as a distortion of the word "Noah".?2 Thoughts on the
territory of Nakhchivan (¢!s»4b) and the connection of its name with Noah's flood it is also found
in the works of A. Husseini, Sabir Rustamkhanli® philologist in the republic of Azerbaijan.*

In Turkish sources also there is the word Nuhdaban (cb'a~s) which is another form of
Nakhichevan and in those sources means the place of where Noah settled there. About the
place of residence of Nuhdaban there are different considerations. Among the people in Nuhda-
ban near Ordubad district it is noted that it is located above the village of Nasirvaz, i.e. in the
foothills of the Gamigaya. Prominent Russian historian and orientalist Konstantin Nikolaevich
Smirnov's “Nakhchivan Materials on the history and ethnography of the land " Not far from the
city of Abbasabad, there is a tomb of the Prophet Noah. It is indicated that it exists on the
ground. Even according to K.N. Smirnov®, Noah’s grave is also in Nuhdaban.®

The Toponymic unit related to Noah as in Nakhchivan (Nuhdaban, Nakhchivan, Nahaijir,
Nehram, etc.) is mostly closed to this area. Widespread stories are among the people and this
is according to the belief that still exists in the south of Nakhchivan. Also they believe there is
the grave of Noah in there.”

Turkish contemporary sources especially some not all researchers in Nakhichevan also
refer to the etymology of the name and mention the areas in Nakhchivan where traces of
Nuhdaban original name of Nakhichevan, are in there like “place of residence”. They believed
the first city located in the southern part of Nakhchivan and there is a connection between
current name and Noah name and the first residence. The researches like Ismayil Haciyev
wrote the name of Nakhchivan city is derived from the word Nuhchikhan.® Nuhdaban is the
name of Nuhchikhan which gained the status of the first city. The original city of Nuhdaban later
expanded and became the city of Nakhchivan.

Nakhichevani or Azerbaijani researchers have written to the old walls of the fortress called
"fortress" which were once built over the city of Nuhdaban and state that the tomb of the Prophet
Noah is also protected inside this fortress. That castle called "Old Fortress" also means that it
was built before the Sassanid times and indicates that major renovations are underway around
and over later. Turkish researchers according to the legend due to the name of the prophet
Noah mentioned the name of the city of Noah is the original urban-type settlement. Cemetery
consisting of several layers in Nuhdaban also indicates the ancient history of settlement here.®

Azerbaijani historians have considered Nuhdaban as another pronunciation of Nakhiche-
van. They did not refer to the root of this form. On the other hand few of them have tried to trace
the word to ethnic issues and relate and interpret it as the name of a tribe.°

Conclusion

' Akhundov Agamusa Agasi oglu (1932-2015) born, Kurdamir, Azerbaijan SSR a well-known literary critic, lin-
guist and Turkologist of Azerbaijan, a member of the Writers' Union of Azerbaijan since 1981, Doctor of Philology
(1964), Professor (1967), Full Member of the Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences (2007), Laureate of the
State Prize of the Republic of Azerbaijan (1986), Honored Scientist of the Republic of Azerbaijan (1990).

2 Hacliyev, I.M., Habibbayli, i.9., Seferli, F.Y., Qadirzads, Q.I., Baxssliyev, V.B., Naxgivan tarixi. Ug cildds, | cild
- Naxgivan: “9cemi” HawpwuinaT-MNonurpadguna bupnuiim, 2013, 452 sah.132.

3 Sabir Khudu oglu Rustamxanli is an Azerbaijani phililologist. He is the author of over 30 books in the Russian
and Azerbaijani languages. Sabir Rustamkhanli is chairman of the Assembly of the World Congress of Azerbaija-
nis.

4 Haciyev, .M., Ibid, P.133.

5 - Konstantin Nikolaevich Smirnov was Russian orientalist.

6 - Haciyev, I.M., Habibbayli, I.9., Seferli, F.Y., Qadirzads, Q.i., Baxssliyev, V.B., Naxgivan tarixi. Ug cildds, |
cild, axgivan: “9cemi” Hawpuinat-Monurpacuita Bupnuiin, 2013, PP. 248, 258. Also see: Haciyev, .M, ibid,
P149.

7 - Haciyev, .M., ibid, P. 249.

8 - Ibid.

9 - Ibid.

10 _ We can see such interpretations in the works of Ismayil Haciyev, Yaqub Mahmudov and i.9.Habibbayli,
F.Y. Seforli, Q.I.Qadirzads, and V.B.Baxsaliyev.
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People have named places and cities based on what happened there or who built the city,
how was the natural geography of the region, or the first feeling they had of entering an area.
Nakhichevan is no exception to this rule.

From the assessing of the historical sources, we can find out that the Name of Nakhiche-
van has different forms of the writing through the ancient history. The different forms of writings
have helped to follow the changes. More importantly, the result of the studies show that the
root of the word can be related to the legends and stories that have formed in the minds of the
people of the region and it has also influenced ancient historians.

Linguistics also helps to understand the meaning of the name of the city. The research
results emphasize that in the first part of the name Nakhichevan, one can speculate. There is
disagreement about the origin of the “Nakh” as the name of Noah and one can only speculate
that the first place, first person or first settlement can be mostly accepted meaning. This inter-
pretation has had the most use and support and is probable. However, there are other mean-
ings that need further investigation.

Uwohn Rwphdh, LULhRGYUUL ULYUL USNFQURULNHE3NFLE L SuanNtue cUS
MUSUUYUL UNR3NFNULENN: <wpwywihb YUndYwunid Ywlb pwqiwphy wuwphwgpuyw
wanltGotp, npnbp 2w hpo GO L wwhwwodb, GG 0h0s wydd: Cwuwn hhlG L Yuplnp
wfuwnhwgpwywb wijwoniibtphg dtYyp Lwjuholwb hGwagnyb pwnwph waywbnctdb k: Yw
tnwpwdéwnpowlwihb wadwanudb t, npp Ywpbnp b ywundnepjwb inGuwGynibphg: UGnbbbpp
wju tnwpwdéph dnnnynipnbbph hopbnipjwt L wwwniwywb hpbwunhwnigjwl dh dwub Go:
Unyl hnnwéh Gwywuwnwyb b nunidbwuphptp LwjuholwbO wojwb dwagnuip L wyju pweh
tnnwppebp dubpp: Mwundwywb wnpnipOGpnud wnbnGynipynblp Ywb LwfuhoLwl pwreh
dwuhb: Pwyg wu wnpnpObpp 2wun uwhdwbOwthwy 60 L witbwywpbnpp Yuwdwé GO
wrwuwb06ph L |GgbGnGGpp hGwn: Lwfuholwb wawbndb hp GpHwpwyw Wwwndnipjw
pOpwgpntd nintygyt) t thnthnfunipnibbtpny <wpwyuwiht Unyywunid L plnhwbpwwbu
wwpuywywl wwwnidnigwb d6o: Wu nwundbwuppnigub Gwywunwyb | OEpyuywglt)
tnwnpetp wnpnupbGtpnid welw inbntynigyntbbtpp hho dwdwbwybtphg dhos wydd: Wo wbl
gbwhwuwnnd  wlb inbnGYnignibbtpp, npnbp Ywb hwy, hnyl, hpbw wywwndhsbGph Ywa
Jtpohl 2powbh htuinwagnunnnbtph gnpébpnia:

<hdGwpwrbn’ LwiuhoLwb, Upwnpwuw, hwytntl, Lnj, Muinndtnu, <nutithnu O wyhnu

Mapxua Kapumu, STUMOJTIOTITUA N NMPOUCXOXAEHUE HASBAHNA HAXUWIKEBAH
Mo NCTOPUHECKNM NCTOYHUKAM. Ha KOxHoMm KaBkase cyLlecTByeT MHOXECTBO OYeHb
cTapblX reorpaduyeckmx HasBaHUM, COXPaHUBLUMXCA A0 Hawwmx gHen. OOQHO N3 OYeHb CTapbIX
N BaXHbIX reorpadoMyeckmx HasBaHUn — 3TO Ha3BaHWe peBHero ropoda B HaxuyeBaHb. 1O
pernoHanbHoOe HasBaHWe, KOTOPOe BaXHO C MCTOPUYECKOW TOYKM 3peHus. MIMeHa sBnsaroTcs
4YacTblo CaMOBbITHOCTM N UCTOPMYECKOrO CBOEOBpa3na HapoaoB aTUX 3emenb. Lienbio gaHHoro
nccnegoBaHns SABMSETCS U3yYeHne NPOUCXOXOEHUA NCTOPMYECKOrO Ha3BaHMa HaxmyeBaHb U
pasnuyHbIX opM 3TOro crnosa. Cpean NCTOPUYECKUX MCTOYHUKOB eCTb CBeAEHNSA O cnose Ha-
XnyeBaHb. HO 3TU UCTOYHUKM OYEHb OrpaHU4YeHbl U, cCaMOe MnaBHOe, CBA3aHbl C MuUdamun 1
nereHgamun. HaseaHne HaxmyeBaHb C ero MHOrOBEKOBOM MCTOPMEN CONPOBOXOAN0Ch U3MEHe-
HusMn Ha KOxHom KaBkase u B nepcuackon ncrtopum B uenom. Llenb aTtoro nccnegosaHus -
NPOLAEMOHCTPUPOBATL Pa3fnyHble UCTOYHUKU C APEBHUX BpeMeH 00 Hawwmx aHen. OH Takke
oLeHuBaeT MHopmaunio, NOSTYYEHHYH OT apMAHCKUX, rPeYeCcKnx, eBPENCKNX MCTOPUKOB UMK
HeJaBHUX UCCneaoBaHUN.

Krrovessie crioBa: HaxnoxesaH, Apapart, apMmaHcku, How, NMronemen, Mocnd dnasun.
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