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The article deals with the content and methodological features of teaching the
history of the Republic of Turkey at Yerevan State University. The structure of the
course is analyzed within the framework of the "Turkology" and "Azerbaijani
Studies"” educational programs of the YSU Faculty of Oriental Studies, where the
course "History of the Republic of Turkey" is the logical continuation of the
courses "History of the Seljuk and Early Ottoman Periods™ and "History of the
Ottoman Empire.” The teaching process combines traditional methods - lectures,
seminars, testing assignments - with modern, student-centered approaches -
debate, simulation-based learning, demonstration methods, as well as the use of
visual and cartographic materials. Combination of these methods contributes to
the formation of students' critical thinking, analytical skills, and research
capabilities. An important component of the educational process's effectiveness is
also the availability of an Armenian-language academic textbook, which ensures
the scientific validity and in-depth understanding of the material being taught.

Keywords: Yerevan State University, Republic of Turkey, Teaching History,
Lecturing, Content, Method.

The correct assessment of the challenges the Republic of Armenia
faces due to various geopolitical developments, and the balancing of
foreign policy approaches, are indirectly linked to the fundamental
knowledge of the regional new and newest history, and the re-evaluation of
past experience. This is especially important considering that "studying the
experience of the past helps us to make sense of the present and predict the
future. It is impossible to fully know the present, its spatiotemporal
characteristics, essential aspects, and development trends without revealing
their historical foundations. Only through an impartial, comprehensive
study of past experience is it possible to reveal the patterns of development
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of scientific knowledge, including social and humanitarian sciences"?.

From this perspective, one of Armenia's priorities can be considered the
study of the political history of the Republic of Turkey, which plays an
important role in the region, and its objective presentation among future
specialists — orientalists, international relations experts, and historians. The
purpose of this article is to examine the specifics of teaching the history of
the Republic of Turkey at Yerevan State University, both in terms of
content and methodology.

At YSU, the history of the Republic of Turkey is taught as a separate
course within the framework of the "Turkology" and "Azerbaijani Studies"
undergraduate educational programs of the Chair of Turkology, Faculty of
Oriental Studies. The course "History of the Republic of Turkey" follows
the courses "History of the Seljuk and Early Ottoman Periods" and "History
of the Ottoman Empire,” which, within the framework of the
constructivism approach, allows the student to build knowledge layer by
layer while maintaining a chronological order, thus obtaining a systematic
model. Furthermore, such a structure of the educational program makes
possible a comprehensive understanding of the emergence and spread of
the Turkic factor as a dominant force in the region.

The history of the Republic of Turkey is taught in the first and second
semesters of the third year. Upon successful completion of the course in
each semester, the student earns 6 ECTS credits. The knowledge and
skills/competencies acquired by students within the scope of the course
contribute to achieving the following outcomes of the educational program:

A3. To participate in the development of mechanisms for
communication between the "Turkic world" and the Armenian people
based on the harmonization of intercultural and interethnic relations, the
understanding of priority issues for the Republic of Armenia, and the
examination of relevant precedents,

AT7. To present scientific information about the ethnogenesis of the
Turkic peoples, the history of the territories inhabited by the Turkic-
speaking peoples, and the geographical environment specifics of the
Turkic-speaking states,

2 For more details, see Ghazaryan A., Patmutyan ararkan, gortsaruytnery ev himnakan
metodnery, Banber Bulletin of Yerevan University, Philosophy, Psychology, Yerevan, 2017,
3(24), pp. 45-57.
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B6. To apply fundamental knowledge in the field of Oriental Studies
(Turkology) — concerning the history, languages, culture, and political
systems of Turkey, Azerbaijan, and other Turkic-speaking states and
peoples — as well as and knowledge of contemporary methods and models
of studying the cultural-historical, ethnic, sociolinguistic historical and
contemporary image of the region within humanitarian thought,

B8. To cover the main issues of the history of Turkic-speaking states
(Republic of Turkey, Republic of Azerbaijan).

C1. To obtain and analyze information from various sources®.

The process of teaching the history of Turkey at Yerevan State
University is based on a variety of methods that combine traditional and
modern forms of education.

Traditional methods mainly contribute to the reinforcement of
theoretical knowledge, while modern methods develop students' critical
thinking, analytical skills, and research abilities. Traditional methods, such
as lectures, seminars, and test assignments, while still maintaining their
important place in the teaching process, are not capable of fully meeting
contemporary educational requirements alone. The modern educational
environment also requires the application of innovative methods that
stimulate the effectiveness of the learning process and students'
engagement in the class. Furthermore, new methods based on technological
innovations, the use of interactive maps, video lessons, and the viewing of
profession-related films stimulate interest in the subject matter, allowing
the courses to be conducted in a more dynamic environment, which helps
in the effective assimilation of knowledge. During the teaching of the
history of the Republic of Turkey, special attention is paid to comparative
analysis; the presentation of the same historical event is studied in history
textbooks published in Armenian, Turkish, as well as in third or
conditionally "neutral" countries (Russian Federation, USA, EU)* This
approach allows students to first see the mechanisms for constructing
different historical narratives around the same events in different contexts,
in other words, to study the process of selecting the "most convenient"

% Turkology, Undergraduate educational program
https://www.ysu.am/faculty/70/educational-program-423/specification (Accessed
14.08.2025).

* For more details, see Yeprikyan A., Patmutyan dasavandman ardi metodnery ev
tekhnologianery, Yerevan, 2021; Ghevondyan H., Patmutyan dasavandman metodika,
Yerevan, 2001.
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version of history, "editing," and "inventing" historical memory, mainly
within the framework of state propaganda, and the influence of various
political factors on it.

The effectiveness of history teaching largely depends on the diversity
of teaching methods and their targeted application. The combination of
methods used in the teaching process allows us to make lesson interesting,
engaging, and meaningful, prevent monotony and possible boredom among
students, as well as contribute to students' comprehensive development.

An effective teaching method should:

o be aimed at developing diligence and a love for learning,

o provide opportunities for applying acquired knowledge in practice,

e contribute to broadening students' interests by encouraging

research and analytical thinking®.

We consider it important to present several methods of history
teaching® that are aimed at engaging students in the lesson process, as well
as their in-depth and systematic understanding of historical knowledge.

Debate: This method requires students to critically analyze a certain
historical issue and present multifaceted perspectives on historical events.
For example, students in the classroom can be given a historical topic, then
divided into two groups, and assigned corresponding reading and research
material to support one historical viewpoint or another. The groups must
then participate in a debate under the supervision and guidance of the
lecturer.

The debate method stimulates students' critical thinking, helps them
understand that history consists of different interpretations and source
perspectives, and develops debating and analytical skills’.

Simulation-based Learning: Simulation-based learning is the process
during which students study historical topics in a simulated learning
environment. These environments are formed through various scenarios
that may partially differ from reality, but aim to ensure the student's active
engagement in the learning process. By using the simulation method,

® Jyothish K., International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, (2) (6), 2021, p.
203.

® For more information on teaching methods, see George E., Engaging the Past: Action and
Interaction in the History Classroom, Bloomsbury Publishing, 2024, Jyothish K.,
International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, (2) (6), 2021,, p. 202-208.

" For more details, see Hovhannisyan H., Banavetchi tesutyun ev arvest. Pilisopayakan
gnnakhosutyun, Yerevan, 2019.
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students take on role-playing presentations of historical events, which
allows them not only to reproduce historical realities but also to analyze
their developments, draw corresponding conclusions, and develop critical
and creative thinking®.

Demonstration Method: The demonstration method assumes that a
group of students, under the guidance of the lecturer, organizes a
presentation aiming to show the developments of historical events and their
cause-and-effect relationships. For example, during a lecture on the topic
"The Treaty of Lausanne,” group members can embody the roles of
representatives of different countries and present the political positions and
strategic visions of that country to the audience.

This method allows students to understand the dynamics of historical
processes in an interactive way, develop analytical thinking, become more
closely involved in the learning process, and apply the acquired knowledge
in a practical manner®.

We should also note that no teaching method can be effective unless it
is applied within a humanistic approach. History should be presented in
such a way that students can connect it with their own life experience,
values, and interests, which ultimately stimulates their internal motivation
and active participation in the educational process.

In the teaching process, the lecturer and the students should act as
partners, jointly searching for answers and solutions to questions, based on
mutual cooperation and creative engagement. The main goal of teaching
should be to unlock the intellectual and creative potential of students and
their active involvement in the process of knowledge acquisition.

It must be emphasized that the effectiveness of the educational process
is determined not only by the methodological approaches applied during
the transfer of knowledge but also by the substantive scientific value and
accessibility of the content of material provided.

® For more details, see Parush A., Learning histories in simulation-based teaching: The
effects on self-learning and transfer, Computers & Education 39(4), 2002 December, pp.
319-332

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/220139950_L earning_histories_in_simulation-
based_teaching_The effects on_self-learning_and_transfer (Accessed 18.07.2025).

® For more details, see Cackov O., Method of demonstration in teaching history,
Contemporary education - condition, challenges and perspectives, VI international scientific
conference — proceeding book, Macedonia, 12 May 2018, pp. 174-178.
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In today's reality, the hyper-accessibility of information thanks to the
internet seemingly simplifies the student's work by offering a large variety
of materials. However, along with this, it is very difficult to distinguish
between high-quality and low-quality, reliable and unreliable sources in the
informational whirlpool. In this case, the insufficient linguistic knowledge
of English and Russian among some students is also a hindering factor.
During the Soviet years, teaching was carried out using all-Soviet
textbooks and often in the Russian language. Undoubtedly, Armenian-
Turkish historical, political, cultural, and linguistic relations have always
been at the center of attention of Armenian researchers, even in the absence
of statehood, but for teaching the history of Turkey, for example, the
monograph by M. Hasratyan, S. Oreshkova, and Yu. Petrosyan often with
various interpretations of historical facts, published in the Soviet period,
was used as a textbook,*® while works on the newest period were absent.
Although the use of the aforementioned book and this approach, in general,
continued in the first years of independence, after the collapse of the USSR
and the proclamation of the Republic of Armenia, an opportunity was
created to study a number of key issues outside of political and ideological
stereotypes, to rewrite a number of theses hardened during the Soviet years.
Since the independence of the Republic of Armenia a lot of work has been
done at Yerevan State University in the publication of textbooks and
educational-methodological manuals*'.

In 2014, academician of the RA NAS, Doctor of Historical Sciences,
Professor Ruben Safrastyan, Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor
Ruben Melkonyan, Candidate of Historical Sciences, Associate Professor
Artur Dumanyan, Doctor of Historical Sciences Vahram Ter-Matevosyan,
Candidate of Historical Sciences Hakob Chakryan, and Anush
Hovhannisyan authored the Armenian-language university textbook
"History of the Republic of Turkey"?, which was later revised several

1% Hasratyan M., Oreshkova S., Petrosyan Yu., Turkiayi patmutyan urvagtser, Yerevan,
1986.

1 safaryan A., Soghomonyan A., Logmagyozyan S., Turgereni dasagirg, Girg A., Yerevan,
2021, 326 p., Melgonyan R., Turgakan grakanutyan patmutyun (XX dari 20-akan tt.- XXI
dari skizb), Yerevan, 2017, 262 p, Movsisyan L., Adrbejanereni dasagirg, Yerevan, 2012,
204 p., Sargsyan A., Safaryan A., Sahakyan L., Osmanereni dasagirq, Yerevan 2016, 324 p.,
Bayburdyan V., Osmanyan kaysrutyan patmutyun, Yerevan, 2023, 728 p.

12 ‘gafrastyan R., Melgonyan R., Dumanyan A., Ter-Matevosyan V., Chagryan H.,
Hovhannisyan A., Turgiayi hanrapetutyan patmutyun, YSU Publ., Yerevan, 2014, 396 p.
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times, supplemented with new sections and an appendix, and republished™
with the participation of new authors, continuing to maintain its unique
place in the teaching of Turkey's history. It is truly a unique textbook
because it is not a mere Armenian translation of a foreign-language
textbook (as they were in the past), but a research-style work by Armenian
scholars based on objective facts and various sources, which, without
pathos, self-deception, or unnecessary emotionality, presents the state
structure of the Republic of Turkey and its internal and foreign policy
fluctuations over a hundred years. The book describes and analyzes the key
phases of the formation and establishment of the Republic of Turkey. The
authors examine the ideological currents that dominated that country in one
period or another, the history of parties that had a certain influence, the
economic and social life, and describe the historical and political episodes
that took place inside and outside the country. The "History of Turkey"
textbook also addresses the main features of the official attitude toward
national-religious minorities in Republican Turkey, focusing special
attention on the manifestations of discriminatory policies implemented
against non-Muslims, including Armenians.

Thus, within the framework of the course "History of the Republic of
Turkey," students of the YSU Faculty of Oriental Studies first become
acquainted with the most important points of Turkey's century-long history,
their internal political and regional significance through lectures, and then,
through interactive discussions and their own research work, they are able
to deepen and develop their knowledge and analytical skills in general. The
presence of a main textbook in Armenian makes their learning highly
effective, and the knowledge gained within its framework can be deepened
and expanded by students through supplementary reading offered by the
lecturer.

13 The textbook was republished in 2018, and in 2023 a revised and updated new edition was
released. See Safrastyan R., Melkonyan R., Dumanyan A. Ter-Matevosyan V, Geghamyan
V., Hovhannisyan A., Turgiayi patmutyun. Haryuramya hanrapetutyan gaghagakan
urvagtsery 1923-2023 tt., Yerevan, 2024. After each chapter of the book a brief list of
literature for additional reading is provided. In addition, in the appendix section of the
textbook, concise country-specific data on the Republic of Turkey, the calendar of state and
public holidays, as well as a short chronology of the political history of the republic are
presented. The book also includes maps of Turkey and the region (as colored inserts).
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EN2-NhU  ENRCLPUSE  ZULLUMGSNRESUL  MUSUNRE3UL
TUUU4ULTU UL UBENTUYUL UNULRQLUZUSUNPESNRULLED
Swplpl Zulnppui

Znpywénid bEphuyugynid £o Eplwap whnwlwl huadujuwpuwinid
Pnipphuyh Zubpugybnnippul quwndnipyul pquuwyuindul pojuwinu-
Juyhl b dbpnpupuinulwl wpwidbwhwnlnipiniGbbpp: dbpmnisynad F
puuplpugh Jupmgyuwdpp G2 wplhkjughunipyul pulnijinknp pinip-
pughunnipyull b wpppkowlughunypyui ppulul dpugnplph spowlin-
§nid, npunky «Pnipphugh Zwbpuwybnnippul yuwndnipmni iy puuplpugn
«Uljonilyuill I oudwilywll Juin spowlh wwwndnipinily b «Oudwiyul
Juyupnipul wuuminyenily guuplpughbph npudupuiulul swpn-
bwlnimnial F: twuaywindwl gnpdpipugnid hudwunpynid B wywb-
pulpul Ukpnnbkpp  puwuwununipim bbkp, ukdpbupbbp, phunughl wnw-
owppubphtp, U dudwhwlwlhg, nruwmbnpulbiinpnb  dnnkgnudbbpp
plhpunn, updnijjughnl niunignid, gnmiguppnipyul Ukpnn, plswyku bGulb
wnkunpulml m pupunkquyhll yniyebph [hpwnnidp: Uju dEpnpakph
hunlwgpmpiniip bgwuwnnid b niuwbngabph pbhwpunwlul dnwdn-
noipjuil, Yhpnidwlwl huwnnipnibakph o Akhnwgnunwlwl [wpnpn:-
piniibbph dbunnpdwbp: Gppwlwlh qnpdpbpugh wpynibwybnnieul
Juplnp pununpps F awl huyuybgnt whunbdhuwlwl puuwgpph wnlu-
Jnipynilp, npl wyywhnymd F puuwywbnyng ynyeh ghunwluml hhdinu-
Ynpywénieni il n1 fjunppuyhl phluynidn:

Pwbuyp punkp’ Epbwip whnwhwh hwdwjuwpwl, @nipphugh
Zwhpuwwlbnmpmnitl, wwudnippul puuwywinnid, puuwjununipind,

pnywimulnipini i, Ukpny

% Swplhy Zuynpuip BNZ wplbbjughunipyut $ulninbtnh hppuwghnnipyut
wuphnth wupuntun k, w. q. p., k. 11muu1‘ tatevik.hakobyan@ysu.am, ORCID 0009-
0000-2531-3562:
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METOAOJOTHYECKHUE OCOBEHHOQTI/I IMPEIIOJABAHUSA
HUCTOPUU PECITYBJIUKAHCKOU TYPIIMU B ET'Y
Tamesux Axonsn'®

B cmamve npeocmasnensi cooepoicamenvhuie u mMemoooao2uieckue ocoben-
Hocmu npenodasanus ucmopuu Typeyxoi Pecnyonuxu ¢ Epesanckom eocyoap-
cmeennom  yHugepcumeme. Ananusupyemcs Ccmpykmypa Kypca 8 pamKax
00pa308amMenbHbIX ~ NPOSPAMM — MIOPKOIO2UU U A3epOatioicaHogedenus
gaxyremema eocmorosedenus EI'Y, 20e kypc «Hcmopus Typeykoii Pecnyonuxuy
ABNAEMCA  T02UYECKUM Npoooadcenuem Kypcog «HMcmopusi Cenvb0dxcykckoeo u
PAHHEOCMAHCKO20 nepuodosy u «HMcmopus Ocmanckoii umnepuuy. B npoyecce
NPenooasanus couemaiomes mpaouyUuOHHble Memoobl — JeKYuu, CeMUHApb,
mecmogvle 3a0aHUs, — U COBPEMEHHbIe, CHYOCHMOOPUEHMUPOBAHHBIE NOOX00bl —
Ooebamvl,  UMUMAYUOHHOe  OOyYeHue, Memoo npeseHmayuu, da  MaKdxHce
UCNOIb308AHUE BU3VATLHBIX U Kapmoepaduyeckux mamepuaros. Couemanue 3mux
Memooos  cnocobcmeyem  POpMUPOBAHUIO  KPUMUYECKO20 — MblULTeHUs,
AHATUMUYECKUX HABBIKOS U UCCIe008AMENbCKUX CHOCOOHOCMell  CIYO0eHmos.
Basicnvim xomnonenmom s¢pgpexmugnocmu 06paz0e8amenbHo20 npoyecca makice
AGNACNCA  HAAUYUE APMAHOAZBIYHOZ0 ~AKAOEMUUECKO20 YYeOHUKA, KOMOpbiil
obecneyugaem  HAYYHYlO — 00OCHOBAHHOCMb U 21y0OKOe  NOHUMAHUE
npenodasaemozo mamepuaid.

Knruesste cnosa: Epesanckuii 2ocydapcmeennulii yHueepcumem, Pecnyonu-
ka Typyus: npenooasanue ucmopuu, 1eKyus, cooeprcanue, Memoouxa
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