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The article is devoted to problem of the social role, status and activity of
a modern woman. Since the middle of 20th century the problem became the
subject of research in the context of family stability in which the main role was
given to the spouse’s vision of woman’s social activity. The social activity is
considered as an external function of family and includes social, political,
educational, professional orientation, intellectual merits, skills and abilities, i.e.
the activity of spouses outside the family. It gives the satisfaction of needs that
are practically impossible to meet within the family.

We have studied the hierarchy of family values from the aspect of
stability and the ways of expectations and ambitions of 120 families (women-
men, n = 240) during the implementation of functions, their relevance within
the economic, parenting, social activity, emotional spheres and in external
attractiveness. The results of the research allow us to consider the equal
distribution of responsibilities of social activity of the spouses as the main
precondition for family stability. According to research results, the relatively
high rate of social activity of a person/spouse in a system of value hierarchy
proves that this function is one of the important factors for strengthening and
stabilizing the family relationships.

Keywords: social activity, family stability, family functions, social role, status.

Since the middle of 20s the main attention of researchers was paid to socio-
psychological side of the family, quality of family relationships, its role in the deve-
lopment of a person, the status of a woman and the its dynamics. In this context,
the analysis of scientific sources shows that the interest towards social role of wo-
men has increased. At the same time with ideology of equality between men and
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women, the role of housewives and mothers were remained and in most traditional
families women did not work outside the home. Thus, the “social discrimination
against women remained secretly” [6, p. 726].

Under socio-cultural changes, the status, role and functions of women
gradually changed. Also the attitude towards the new social type of woman, who is
already acquiring a profession, has a job, also is socially active. In today's reality,
the women's social activity is often associated with the concepts of leader, politician,
public figure, career, director, businessman, etc. According to O. Zdravomislova,
the increasing social and professional position of woman is the result of "silent
revolution" of the 21st century [8, p. 6].

In our reality, women are equal to men in terms of employment, running the
household, caring for children, earning money, thus, researchers try to identify
opportunities for women to optimally and efficiently combine these functions [3, 4,
5, 7]. Obviously, the modern woman does not limit herself with fixed social roles
but wants to combine them as much as possible with activities outside the family,
and importantly, she succeeds.

Introduction.Our research aimed to identify the socio-psychological factors of
family stability and revealed the significance of the spouse's social activity as a
function and as a family value. "The stability of family is conditioned by the inter-
family relations: first of all by the interpersonal relations of the spouses that form
the core of the family. In these relationships, in addition to the traditions, customs,
moral norms, mental, emotional, and emotional relationships inherited from the
family, there is a significant part of roles and functions. It summarizes the ideas and
attitudes of the spouses about the family, values which determine the level of
organization of the family system, the quality of relations, psychological
characteristics” [1, p. 18].

Methods. We have studied the hierarchy of family values from the aspect of
stability and the ways of expectations and ambitions of 120 families(women-men n =
240) during the implementation of functions, their relevance within the economic,
parenting, social activity, emotional spheres and in external attractiveness.

Results. The analysis of the obtained data revealed the transformation of the
role system of the modern family, where the functions of emotional-psycho-
therapeutic and social activity were brought to the fore in the functional-value
hierarchical system. According to S. A. Sedrakian there are three types of functions
of the family: external, internal, and dual, which are interconnected, united in the
status of roles performed by the family [2]. According to the author, the external
functions arise because "every family serves not only itself but also the society” [2,
p. 64]. As an external family function social activity summarizes the social, political,
educational, professional orientation of a person, intellectual merits, skills and
abilities at work, i.e. the activity of spouses outside the family in the professional,
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work sphere. It enables a person to meet needs that are practically impossible to
meet within the family. [1] According to research results, the relatively high rate of
social activity of a person/spouse in a system of value hierarchy proves that this
function is one of the important factors for strengthening and stabilizing the family
relationships.

The comparative analysis of the expectations and ambitions of men and women
shows that 73.33% of women's have expectations towards social activity. This means
that they believe that a man should be energetic, active, and busy with his work or
his own affairs. For these women its important how the practical and professional
qualities of the husband are assessed at workplace. And only 36.66% men prioritize
a woman's social activity to be highly professional. Thus, women’s expectations
towards partners’ professional interests are higher than the expectations of men
from their wives. Men don’t pay importance to a woman's role outside the family,
do not prioritize her professional and work interests. We may suggest that the vast
majority of men's perceptions of women's social activity are based on the stereotype
that "the woman's main concern is the family." Research of social activity ambitions
shows that most of the spouses aspire to become good professionals, they are
proud when their professional qualities are valued. Role aspirations reflect the
personal professional needs, thus we can say that the women and men have a
positive attitude towards work activities L believe that a person should have
professional, work interests in addition to family functions.

The group averages of women and men expectations and ambitions according
various areas are summarized in the charts below.
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Figure 1. Average indicators according to five areas (women expectations and
ambitions, n=120)
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Figure 2. Average indicators according to five areas (men expectations and
ambitions, n=120).

It should be noted that the hierarchical system of roles is extremely changed in
modern family. As can be seen in Figure 1, the highest and lowest scores for
women were recorded in the emotional psychotherapeutic sphere (M = 8.35; 0 =
0.95) and in the household sphere (M = 5.50; o = 1.72). The highest and lowest
scores in the ambitions scale correspond to the spheres of social activity (M = 7.73;
o =1.30) and external attractiveness (M = 6.68; o = 1.79).

The highest and lowest scores of men were recorded in the emotional psycho-
therapy field (M = 8.27; ¢ = 1.10) and in the household sphere (M = 6.40; o =
2.04). And the highest U lowest indicators in the scale of ambitions correspond to
the spheres of social activity (M = 7.68; o = 1.51) and economic field (M = 5.20; ¢ =
1.16) (Figure 2). It means that in the modern family more new functions are used,
such as emotional-psychotherapeutic and social activity. One of the features of
modern (including Armenian) society is the high manifestation of women's social
activity. A comparative analysis with the data of previous researches shows that the
ambitions of women in the field of social activity are relatively higher than the
former leading economic indicators [4, 7]. This again speaks of the new social type
of woman, constant aspirations of high social status, most balanced realization of
internal and external functions. Of course, this is a result of the fact that the family
as a social institution is related to social order in which the rapid changes in
scientific-technical, socio-economic, socio-political, socio-cultural and other spheres
recently there have occured. In turn, they contributed not only to the
transformation of the family subsystems, but also to the change in the perceptions,
attitudes and views of the spouses about the family system.
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We compared the data of ambitions and expectations obtained from the
research in order to find out what role plays a woman's social activity for the family
stability and how this area can affect the formation of stable relationships. As a
result, it turned out that modern families are characterized by contradictions
between the demands of the role and the will to fulfill them in almost all areas.
These contradictions may depend on a person's attitudes, value orientations,
personal experience, defined perceptions of their necessary and expected role
behaviors. Studies have shown that one of the factors that determines the stability
of the family is the family role compatibility of the spouses, where the ambitions and
expectations of each spouse are clear and corresponding.

The result of our comprehensive research and analysis: based on the
compatibility and similarity of the family value system, the spouses ability to assess
and adequately perform family functions, the surveyed families were classified into
three types: stable, transitional/intermediate and instable.

= Economic
Parental
Social
activity
Emotional
Attraction

Stable Transitional Instable

Figure 3. Average results of role discrepancy (n=120).

Figure 3 shows the equivalence ratios of the functional areas with the highest
and lowest compliance areas in three types of families. Stable families are charac-
terized by complete compliance of values and certain function has the same value
and significance for the spouses. They both have almost the same ambitions and
expectations about family responsibilities. However, in stable families, there is a c
high correspondence with the sphere of social activism, which highlights the impor-
tance of this sphere in the process of family stability. It means that the realization of
professional social-work opportunities, the readiness of the woman to have external
family function, the optimal combination of external and internal functions are
essential for the stability of a woman's new social status and important for family
stability.
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The results of the research allow us to consider the equal distribution of
responsibilities of social activity of the spouses as the main precondition for family
stability. In this context the willingness and responsibility of the spouses to fulfill this
function are compatible.

Summing up we can say that family stability is associated with the implemen-
tation of a number of functions between spouses where social activity of spouses,
especially women, is of an importance. For centuries the responsibilities attributed
to the role of the wife have been related to the internal environment of the home.
And the man was the one who represented the family in the society, the one who
provided the family-society connection and whose responsibilities towards the family
were mostly performed outside the home. The family as a dynamic system and
social institution, is influenced by social relations, the changes and shifts. The family
undergoes structural, systemic, psychological and socio-psychological changes,
including role attitudes and behaviors.

The interests of the modern woman in the activities outside the family are
constantly growing. However, for the stability of the family it is important to
conduct the family functions accurately, optimally and in combination by both
husband and wife. This process is characterized by adequate understanding of the
role, an awareness of one's responsibilities to the family, role identification, flexible
behavior during the spouses' joint activities, cooperation and a correct
understanding of necessary actions and distribution of responsibilities. l.e., each of
the spouses in the family must reach a compability of role-playing behavior in
personal and social relationships. When there is a level of common thinking, views,
attitudes, individual skills, abilities, and activities in the family, it can be said that the
necessary effectiveness, success, and stability of the marital relationship are
predetermined.
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MCUXONIOrMYECKUIA AHANM3 NPOBJIEMbI COLLUANIbHOI AKTUBHOCTU
MMEHLLWH B YCNOBUAX CTABUIbHOCTU CEMbU

Apymionsn H. A. (EpesaHrckuli 2ocydapcmesenHsiii yHusepcumem,
EpesaH, ApmeHus)

CratbA noceALLeHa npobneme coumanbHO ponu, cTaTyca M akTUBHOCTM COBpe-
MEHHOI1 eHLMHbI. Tema cTana npegMeToM UCCNefoBaHUA B KOHTEKCTE CTabunbHOC-
TV cembm ¢ cepeavHbl 20 Beka. [naBHaA ponb 0TBOAMNACH OTHOLLEHUIO Cyrpyra Ha
CoUManbHY aKTUBHOCTb MKeHLUMHbI. CoumanbHasa akTMBHOCTb pacCMaTpUBAETCA Kak
BHELUHAA (PyHKLMA CEMbU W BKNIOYAET B cebA 0bLLECTBEHHYH, MONMUTUYECKYIO, BOC-
nuTaTenbHyto, NPOECCMOHANbHYIO HamnpaBNeHHOCTb, WHTENNEKTyaNbHble [OCTO-
MHCTBA, HaBblkM U CNOCOBHOCTU, T. €. LEATENbHOCTb CynpyroB BHe cembu. OHa paet
YLOBNETBOPeHNe MOTpebHOCTEN, KOTOpble MPaKTUYECKU HEBO3MOKHO YAOBNETBO-
pUTb B pamKax CEMbM.

B cratbe n3yyeHa mepapxua CEMENHbIX LLEHHOCTEN C TOYKM 3PeHUA yCTonuu-
BOCTU M NyTW omupanuii n améuumii 120 cemein (skeHWMHbI-My#4uHbI, N = 240) npw
peanu3aumm yHKLMIA, UX aKTyalbHOCTb B 3KOHOMWYECKOW, pomuUTenbCKol, co-
LManbHOWN LEATENbHOCTM, SMOLMOHANBHOI cepbl U BHELLIHEW NPUBNEKATENBHOCTU.
PesynbTaTbl nccnenoBaHuA NO3BONAIOT paccMaTpuBaTb paBHOE pacnpefeneHve obsa-
3aHHOCTE couManbHOM akTUBHOCTM CyMpYyroB Kak OCHOBHOE YCNoBKE CTabunbHOCTU
cembu. CornacHo pesynbTaTtaMm UCCNEROBaHUA, OTHOCUTENBHO BbICOKUIA NMoKasaTenb
CouManbHOM aKTUBHOCTU YeNoBeKa B CUCTEME LLeHHOCTHOIN Mepapxun CBUAETENbCT-
BYeT O TOM, YTO 3Ta (PYHKLUA ABNAETCA OOHUM U3 BawHbIX DAKTOPOB YKpenneHusa u
cTabunusauumn cemeinHbIX OTHOLLIEHWIA.

Knrouesbie cnosa: coyuanbHas akmusHOCMb, cMabunbHOCMb cembu, ByHKYUU
ceMbUu, COYUAIbHAA Posib, cmamyc.
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Jd6rLNRONRE-3NRLLE CLSULPLP HUUSNRLNRMIBUL KUUUSELUSNKU

Lwipnygnitywtr L. U. (Gplwbp wbypwlwt hwdwuwpwb, Eplwb, <wjwuywb)

<nndwdp uyhpdwd £ dwdwuwlwlhg Yung unghwjwlwu nbiph, Yupgwh-
dwyp L gnponiubinyeywu hhduwfuunph nwndtwuppdwup: Cunwuhph Yuwjniunt-
pRwu hwdwwunbtipuinnw 20-pn nwph YGubphg wju nwpab) £ hwnwgnunniejwu w-
nwpyw: Cun npnud, hhduwywu nbpp npdwd Ep wdnwunt' Yung hwuwpwlw-
Ywu gnpoénwutinipywu hwunbiy Ybpwpbpdniupht: Unghwjwlwu gnpdntubinge)ni-
up hwdwpynw £ punwuhph wpunwpht gnpdwnnye W ubpwnnid £ unghwjwlw,
pwnwpwlw, Yppwlwu, dwutwghunwlywu Ynndunpnonid, huwnbGyunww wp-
dwuhpubip, hdnnygyniuubip W Ywpnnnugyniuubp, wjupupt’ wdnwhuubph gnpdne-
ubnye)niup punwupphg nnipu: Uu wwywhnynd £ Yuphpubph pwwpwpnid, n-
pnup gpbpet wuhtwp £ pwywpwpb| puunwuppntd:

<nnwdnud hbinwgnndby £ punwublwu wpdbpubph hhbpwpfupwt' Yugne-
uniejwu wbuwuyniuhg, huswbu twl 120 punwuhph (Yhu-ninwdwpn, n=240)
wyuywipputiph nt hwdwyunyeniuutiph dwlwpnwyp gnpdwnnyputiph hpwyw-
Uwgdwu gnpdnud, npwug wpnhwlywunigntup nmunbuwlwu, dunnwywu, un-
ghwjwywu gnpéniutinigjwu, hniquiwu b wpwwpht gpwysnigjwt ninpunub-
pnw: <Enwgnunnyjwu wpryntupubipp eny| G wwihu npwbu punwuhph Yunt-
unigjwt hhduwywu twiuwwwidwu nhnwpytp wdnwhuubph unghwjwlwu gnp-
onwubinypjwu hwdwp Wwwmwufuwuwwynipjwl hwjwuwpwswih pwofundp: <b-
twgnuniejwu wpryntupubiph hwdwdwju wpdtipwihu hhipwptuhwjh hwdwywp-
gnwd unghwjwlwu gnpdniubinypjwu hwdbtidwwnwpwnp pwpdp gnigwuhop gnyg L
wwihu, np wju gnpdwnnyep punwubtwu hwpwpbpnieniubph wdpwwundwu
U uwyniuwgdwu Ywpunp gnpénuutiphg L:

Lwhgniguyhtt pwnbp' unghwpwlwt gnpdnibbniyaynit, plywthph Yuynine-
pynib, ptpwbihph gnpéwnnypubn, unghwjwlwb nbp, Yupguyhtwy:
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