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THE RESONANT RESPONSE OF STRONGLY COUPLED NANORODS
TO THE ELECTROMAGNETIC WAVE
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The electromagnetic response of closely spaced nanorod dimers can be con-
trolled via the modification of the nanoparticles interaction, caused by electron
tunneling between them. The optical response to an intense external electromag-
netic field of a system composed of two gold 230 nm long rods surrounded by
air and separated by a gap of width 0.5 nm was analyzed. Using finite element
method-based numerical simulations we show that the electron tunneling, taking
place due to the extraordinary enhancement of the electromagnetic field inside
the nanogap, results in the change of the nanoantenna coupling from the capaci-
tive to the conductive one. As a result, the absorption-to-scattering ratio of the
dimer significantly changes. Particularly, the scattering cross-section decreases
by about three times, whereas the normalized absorption rises from about 12 to
18 with noticeably broadening of the spectral line.
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Introduction. Metal nanoparticles exhibit tunable physicochemical properties
when exposed to electromagnetic radiation. An external field forces conduction band
electrons in metals to oscillate. These collective oscillations in turn excite localized
surface plasmon waves, which resonate at specific incident frequencies, conditioned
by the nanoparticle size, composition, geometry, material and the surrounding envi-
ronment. Such resonances, termed localized surface plasmon resonances (LSPR), can
lead to significant confinement of electromagnetic waves in nanoscale dimensions and
dramatic increase of light intensity in the close surroundings of the nanoparticles [1,2].

With the development of nanofabrication technologies, it has become
feasible to create more complex and advanced nanostructures. A plethora of nanostruc-
tures with different morphology, composition and arrangement, including individual
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homogeneous nanoparticles [3], core-shells [4, 5], dimers [6, 7], trimers [8] and
nanoplasmonic aggregate structures [2, 9] have been studied. Due to the plasmonic
coupling of nanoparticles in such structures, an even greater field enhancements were
demonstrated [2,10]. Besides electromagnetic field enhancement, LSPR also produces
a significant increase in scattering and absorption capabilities of the nanostructures.

Such magnificent properties naturally make nanostructures the subject of
persistent research efforts. They have been widely adopted in different areas,
including solar-energy conversion, photocatalysis, nanomedicine [2], and surface
enhanced Raman scattering (SERS) sensors, where utilizing LSPR phenomenon has
enabled remarkable enhancement of the naturally weak Raman scattering by orders of
magnitude, allowing even single molecules to be detected [11]. In nonlinear optics,
the electromagnetic near-field enhancements, caused by the LSPR, can also lead to
increased nonlinearities in the surrounding medium of the nanoparticle. This effect can
be used in all optical control of light absorption and scattering, where the propagation
of the signal beam can be impacted and modified by changing the dielectric properties
of propagation medium with a control beam [12]. Lastly, plasmonic systems allow
for ultrafast processing of light, due to their ability to react to external stimuli on the
timescale of several femtoseconds [13].

Among various topologies, nanodimers, consisting of two metal nanoparticles
separated by dielectric nanogap, are of particular interest. Classical theory predicts
arbitrarily large plasmonic capacitive coupling between nanoparticles, as long as the
gap size is greater than zero. However, the classical approach does not take into
account the quantum effects, which can deeply affect the plasmonic response of the
nanostructure. Intense electromagnetic fields can cause electron tunneling effects
to take place in subnanometer gaps, effectively changing the interaction mechanism
between the nanoparticles and limiting the maximum obtainable field enhancement
[7, 14].

In this paper, a nanoparticle dimer, consisting of two cylindrical nanoantennas
is numerically studied. We analyze the scattering and absorption characteristics of the
dimer, as well as the electromagnetic field enhancement taking place in subnanometer
interparticle gap, in both capacitively- and conductively- coupled regimes. Section
2 describes the geometry of the system and the theoretical details of the simulation.
In section 3, we provide the parameters of the simulation, as well as discuss the
obtained results.

Geometry and Modeling. The schematics of the considered nanoantenna
dimer as well as the zoomed area of subnanometer gap are depicted in Fig. 1, a.
Two cylindrical nanoantennas with length L and radius r are oriented along y axis and
separated by an air gap of width g. The bases of nanoantenas form semispheres with
the same radius r. Whole system is surrounded by air, with the outmost boundary
layers set as perfectly matched layer to ensure absence of back-scattered signals.
The system is illuminated with a plain wave, polarized along y axis and propagating
along x axis. The nanorods are made of gold, with the wavelength-dependent
refractive index taken from [15]. One of the major ways of metallic nanoparticles
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synthesis is the chemical synthesis, particularly the seed-mediated method, which
allows for effectively smooth nanorods fabrication [16]. In addition, the surface
roughness has negligible impact on the absorption and scattering characteristics of
nanoparticles [17]. Chosen geometry and dimensions of Au nanoantennas result in
the localized surface plasmon resonance appearing in the near infrared spectrum. On
the other hand, subnanometer dimensions of the gap cause strong field enhancement.
Sufficiently large electric field in the nanogap (of the order of ∼ 109 V/m) can cause
the conduction electrons of the nanoantennas to overcome the quantum barrier of
Au-air interface [18], hence quantum tunneling can occur, leading to electron channel
between nanoantennas, schematically illustrated in Fig. 1, a by a semitransparent red
region. This channel is represented by a cylinder with a radius of rt , which is much
smaller than the nanorod radius. The channel electrons yield changes in the effective
dielectric permittivity εg,e f f of the insulating gap which is expressed as follows:

εg,e f f = εr + iσ/(ωε0) (1)

where εr is the relative permittivity, ε0 = 8.85 ·10−12 F/m is the vacuum permittivity,
σ is the DC conductivity, ω = 2π f is the angular frequency and f is the excitation
frequency. We assume εr to be equal to 1, matching the background medium.
To simulate the tunneling effect we varied the conductivity of the tunneling region σ

from 0 to 104 S/m, which corresponds to the theoretically suggested values for the
given gap width [18].

Fig. 1. a) The schematic view of the studied system, where L is the nanoantenna length,
r is the nanoantenna radius, rt is the gap radius, g is the gap width, E shows the incident
field polarization, k is the wave vector; b) the dependency of scattering and absorption ef-
ficiencies on incident wavelength. L = 230 nm, r = 15 nm, rt = 4 nm, g = 0.5 nm were
chosen as the geometrical parameters in this case. These values remain unchanged throu-

ghout the analysis if not otherwise stated.

In the following analysis we normalized the scattering and absorption cross-
sections to the longitudinal geometrical cross-section of the nanoantenna dimer.
The resulting unitless quantities are called scattering and absorption efficiencies,
respectively. Throughout entire analysis the tunneling region and nanoantenna radii as
well as the gap width are kept constant and equal to 4 nm, 15 nm, 0.5 nm, respectively.
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Results and Discussion. For the plasmon resonance to be in near infrared
spectrum we take the nanoantennas length L = 230 nm. Numerical analysis based
on the finite element method (FEM) was conducted, to study the scattering and
absorption capabilities of the system. The FEM is a popular analysis method, which
discretizes the system by dividing it into smaller parts, called finite elements. Then
the wave equation is solved for all of the finite elements, taking into account the
boundary conditions. These simple equations that model the finite elements are then
assembled into a system of equations, that models the entire problem. The FEM
then approximates the solution by minimizing the error function via the calculus of
variations [19] .

The dependence of the scattering and absorption efficiencies of the nanoan-
tenna dimer with L = 230 nm on the incident wavelength is depicted in Fig. 1, b.
The LSPR peak of such a system is around ∼ 1500 nm wavelength, with scattering
and absorption efficiencies reaching up to ∼ 45 and ∼ 13, respectively.

To demonstrate the tunability of the resonance wavelength we considered
nanoantennas with three different lengths of L = 180 nm, 230 nm and 260 nm.
The scattering (left axis) and absorption (right axis) efficiencies of these nano-
antennas as a function of the incident wavelength are compared in Fig. 2, a. One can
see that the resonance wavelength increases with the increase in nanoantennas length,
ranging from ∼ 1300 nm for 180 nm long antennas, to ∼ 1600 nm for 260 nm long
antennas. Longer nanoantennas also result in a slight increase in the resonant values
of the absorption and scattering efficiencies.

Fig. 2. The dependencies of (a) scattering and absorption efficiencies; (b) field enhancement
on incident wavelength for L = 180 nm, 230 nm, 260 nm nanoantenna lengths. The legends in

(b) also apply to (a). Everything else is as in Fig. 1.

Fig. 2, b shows the dependence of the electric field enhancement in the nanogap
on the incident wavelength for the three considered lengths of nanoantennas. To
evaluate field enhancement, we take the ratio of the electric field magnitude at
the mass center of the nanogap to the incident wave field. For 180 nm long antennas
the field enhancement value at resonance reaches up to ∼ 3300. Increasing the



MANUKYAN D. A. 105

nanoantennas length results also in an increase in field enhancement peak values,
reaching up to ∼ 4300 for L = 260 nm nanoantennas. This can be explained using an
analogy with a capacitor. The field strength in a capacitor is directly proportional to
the voltage within the plates, which in turn is proportional to the amount of charge
on capacitor plates. Here the dimer acts as a nanocapacitor, with nanoantennas being
its plates. The longer the nanoantennas, the greater the number of free charges it
is possible to accumulate at the semispherical edges of nanoantennas. In [20], it is
shown that only a segment of the nanoantenna semispherical edge contributes to the
capacitive coupling of nanoantennas. The gap channel radius rt is picked according to
this segment size.

Up to this point, we were considering the low incident intensity regime, where
no effects related to the quantum tunneling occur. However, increasing the incident
intensity will result in a formation of conductive channel between nanoantennas, with
effective dielectric permittivity expressed according to the relation (1). To analyze
the impact of the conductive channel on the optical response of the nanoantenna
dimer, we consider three different cases, with channel conductivity of σ = 0,103 S/m,
104 S/m (Fig. 3).

Fig. 3. Resonance plots for (a) scattering efficiency, (b) absorption efficiency and
(c) field enhancement of the system with 230 nm cylindrical rods for σ = 0 S/m,

103 S/m, 104 S/m gap conductivity. Everything else is as in Fig. 1.



106 THE RESONANT RESPONSE OF STRONGLY COUPLED NANORODS TO THE EMW

Fig. 3 depicts the dependence of the (a) scattering efficiency, (b) absorption
efficiency and (c) field enhancement on the incident wavelength for different gap
channel conductivity values. At the resonance wavelength the scattering efficiency
decreases from ∼ 45 to ∼ 13 as the channel conductivity raises from σ = 0 S/m to
σ = 104 S/m. Analogously, the field enhancement in the gap also decreases from
∼ 3900 for σ = 0 S/m to ∼ 2200 for σ = 104 S/m. On the other hand, the ab-
sorption efficiency increases as the gap channel conductivity increases, spanning
from ∼ 12.5 for σ = 0 S/m to ∼ 18 for σ = 104 S/m. Besides that, as the gap
conductivity rises, one can also observe an increase in the absorption efficiency
curve width, which is a consequence of the increase in the system losses. The
absorption-to-scattering ratio in the linear regime at the resonance equals to approxi-
mately 0.3, whereas for σ = 104 S/m it increases up to ∼ 1.33.

To reveal the overall influence of the channel conductivity on both efficiencies
and the nanogap field enhancement, we fixed the incident wavelength at the resonance
value for each of the three considered nanoantenna lengths (i.e. λ = 1280 nm for
L = 180 nm, λ = 1490 nm for L = 230 nm and λ = 1620 nm for L = 260 nm) and
swept the conductivity value from 0 to 104 S/m (Fig. 4).

Fig. 4. The dependencies of (a) scattering efficiency, (b) absorption efficiency and
(c) field enhancement from the gap conductivity for L = 180 nm, 230 nm, 260 nm

nanoantenna lengths. Everything else is as in Fig. 1.
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The imaginary part of the gap dielectric permittivity is ∼ 0.9 for σ = 104 S/m
and λ = 1490 nm. Fig. 4, a shows that the scattering efficiency decreases almost
three times with the increase in the gap channel conductivity, ranging from
∼ 45 for σ = 0 S/m to ∼ 15 for σ = 104 S/m. On the contrary, the absorption
efficiency noticeably increases as the channel conductivity raises and reaches its
maximum value at σ ≈ 6.6 ·103 S/m (Fig. 4, b). Analysis of the absorption of electro-
magnetic waves by subwavelength particles shows that for small values of dielectric
permittivity, there is a resonance of the absorption cross-section as a function of the
imaginary part of dielectric permittivity [21]. As for the gap field enhancement, Fig. 4,
c demonstrates almost twofold decrease in its value, which was expected since the
tunneling effect in the gap acts as a negative feedback loop, leading to the reduction
of the gap field.

This study presents a simplified model, which allows one to get an intuitive
understanding about the optical characteristics of nanoantenna dimers under intense
electromagnetic radiation, in which unique phenomena take place as a result of the
switching between capacitive and conductive couplings of nanoantennas. This model
will facilitate the discovery of the characteristics of the electromagnetic field control
with the help of nanoantennas.

Conclusion. In summary, we have analyzed the scattering and absorption
characteristics of nanoantenna dimers, exposed to external electromagnetic radiation.
Considering a nanorod dimer with total length of 460 nm and the gap width of
0.5 nm we calculated the scattering and absorption efficiencies, as well as the field
enhancement in the gap between nanoantennas. First we studied the low-intensity
regime, where no electron tunneling occurs and derived the linear optical response
of the dimer. The plasmon resonance of the system was observed at ∼ 1500 nm
wavelength, with scattering and absorption efficiencies, as well as field enhancement
reaching up to ∼ 45, ∼ 13 and ∼ 3900, respectively.

We further considered the high-intensity regime, where different electromag-
netic phenomena take place. Strong incident waves resulted in a formation of a
conductive channel between the nanoantennas due to electron tunneling. We fixed the
incident wavelength at the resonance value and swept the gap channel conductivity
from 0 to 104 S/m. The calculations show a decrease in scattering efficiency and field
enhancement, whereas the absorption efficiency was increased.

The presented system can aid the investigation of the electromagnetic
radiation impact on nanoparticle dimers and the implementation of all optical control
of scattering and absorption.
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OW	E� KAPVA NANO�O�ERI �EZONANSAYIN AR�AGANQ�

�LEKTRAMAGNISAKAN ALIQIN

A�ancqov mimyanc mot te�adrva� nano�o�eri �lektramagnisakan

ar�aganq� karo� � ka�avarvel dranc mij �lektronneri �ownelayin anc-

mamb paymanavorva� �oxazdecow�yan �o�oxow�yamb: Owsowmnasirvel �

230 nm erkarow�yamb  mimyancic a�ancqi erkaynqov 0.5 nm he�avorow�-

yamb ba�anva�, �dov �rjapatva� nano�o�eric kazmva� hamakargi

�ptikakan ar�aganq� artaqin ow�e� �lektramagnisakan da�tin:

Verjavor tarreri me�odi vra himnva� hamakarg�ayin modelavorman

mijocov cowyc � trvel, or nano�o�er� ba�ano� en�ananometrakan �e�qowm

� avorvo� �l�ktramagnisakan da�ti artasovor ow�e�acman het an-

qov a�ajaco� �lektronneri �ownelayin ancowm� �o�oxowm � dranc kapi

bnowy��` ownakayinic ha�ordakanayini: Ardyownqowm grancvowm � hama-

kargi klanman  crman �oxharaberakcow�yan �akan �o�oxow�yown:

Masnavorapes, crman ktrva�q� nvazowm � mot 3 angam, min�de� norma-

vorva� klanowm� a�owm � mot 12-ic min� 18, spektrayin g�i nkateli

�ndlaynmamb:
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Ä. À. ÌÀÍÓÊßÍ

ÐÅÇÎÍÀÍÑÍÛÉ ÎÒÊËÈÊ ÑÈËÜÍÎ ÑÂßÇÀÍÍÛÕ ÍÀÍÎÑÒÅÐÆÍÅÉ
ÍÀ ÝËÅÊÒÐÎÌÀÃÍÈÒÍÓÞ ÂÎËÍÓ

Ýëåêòðîìàãíèòíûé îòêëèê áëèçêî ðàñïîëîæåííûõ ïî îñè íàíîñòåðæ-

íåé ìîæíî êîíòðîëèðîâàòü èçìåíåíèåì âçàèìîäåéñòâèÿ, îáóñëîâëåííûì

òóííåëüíûì ïåðåõîäîì ýëåêòðîíîâ. Ñèñòåìà ñîñòîèò èç äâóõ çîëîòûõ

ñòåðæíåé äëèíîé 230 nm, íàõîäÿùèõñÿ â âîçäóõå è ðàçäåëåííûõ çàçîðîì

øèðèíîé 0,5 nm. Íà îñíîâå ìåòîäà êîíå÷íûõ ýëåìåíòîâ âûÿâëåíî, ÷òî

òóííåëüíûé ïåðåõîä ýëåêòðîíîâ, âîçíèêàþùèé èç-çà íåîáû÷íîãî óñèëåíèÿ

ýëåêòðîìàãíèòíîãî ïîëÿ âíóòðè íàíîçàçîðà, ïðèâîäèò ê èçìåíåíèþ

ïðèðîäû ñâÿçè íàíîàíòåíí � ñ åìêîñòíîé íà ïðîâîäÿùóþ. Â ðåçóëüòàòå

ñóùåñòâåííî ìåíÿåòñÿ ñîîòíîøåíèå ïîãëîùåíèÿ è ðàññåÿíèÿ äèìåðà. Â

÷àñòíîñòè, ñå÷åíèå ðàññåÿíèÿ óìåíüøàåòñÿ ïðèìåðíî â òðè ðàçà, òîãäà êàê

íîðìèðîâàííîå ïîãëîùåíèå âîçðàñòàåò ïðèìåðíî ñ 12 äî 18 ïðè çàìåòíîì

ðàñøèðåíèè ñïåêòðàëüíîé ëèíèè.


